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Chapter 26: Takatsuki Makoto Is at 
his stagnation phase 


“Kuh!” 

[Evade]! 

[Evade]! 

[Evade]! 

An army of goblins, orcs, and ogres were chasing me. 
They are all steaming in anger. 


Well, anyone would snap if someone were to throw a molotov to their 
home. 


That’s why I continue running. 

My job is to lure the monsters to the range of Lucy. 

“{Earth Magic: Boulder]! [Fire Magic: Element Grant]!” (Lucy) 
Lucy raises her staff. 

A giant burning boulder appears in midair. 


GEESE EE) .129999? 
oe 


The monsters noticed that something strange was going on, but it is too late. 


“Every single one of you burn with Falling Meteor!” (Lucy) 

Lucy-san is totally into it. 

By the way, there’s no spell called Falling Meteor. 

Lucy just gave it a name herself. 

[Evade]! 

*BOOM!* The burning boulder explodes dragging the monsters with it. 
Earth and dust scattered about, and the blast sends everything flying. 
What remained was a single crater. 

“That’s some power as always, that Falling Meteor.” (Makoto) 


“You are impressive as well, Makoto. You lured around 50 monsters, you 
know?” (Lucy) 


“...Haha.” (Makoto) 


“Now, let’s return to the Guild! We are getting paid a whole lot today!” 
(Lucy) 


“Before that, we have to extinguish the fire.” (Makoto) 


I deal with the aftermath of Lucy’s magic so that it doesn’t turn into a forest 
fire. 


Lately, my water magic has only had this kind of role. 


Thanks to the Spirit Magic, I can use water magic even without a water 
source. 


It is not like I learned Spirit Magic to extinguish fires. 


OO 


We have dinner at the usual skewer stand. 

“Boss, 1 more ale.” (Makoto) 

“Got it. You drink pretty often recently, Makoto.” 

“T have recently learned the tastiness of it.” (Makoto) 
It is as bitter as always though. 

Ale is about the feeling when it goes down my throat. 


“Haha! Now that you know the taste of ale, you are now a competent 
adventurer.” 


“Hmm, I don’t really like it.” (Lucy) 
Lucy is drinking a fruit cocktail. 


It is actually not on the menu, but Boss made it specially for the regular, 
Lucy. 


“Ooi, Lucy-chan, drink over here.” 

“Just leave that mage apprentice. Let’s party together tomorrow.” 
“Your magic today was amazing as well.” 

The adventurers around were calling Lucy. 


You wouldn’t believe that she was a troublemaker that couldn’t join any 
party not that long ago. 


Mages that can use powerful magic are wanted in any party after all. 
“T have no intentions of being in any party aside from Makoto’s!” (Lucy) 


I am grateful that Lucy says this though. 


“Fuuuh.” (Makoto) 

After drinking about half of the ale, I suddenly felt a bit lightheaded. 
“Oh, drinking here.” 

“Lucas-san as well.” (Makoto) 


He apparently had gone to subjugate a water dragon that attacked a 
fisherman at Shimei Lake. 


I still haven’t seen a dragon since coming to this world. 

They must be strong. 

I wonder if I will be able to fight one someday. 

“Oi, Makoto, even though you have the record of the fastest person to reach 
Iron Rank in the Adventurer Guild of Makkaren, you look pretty gloomy 
there.” (Lucas) 

Yeah. 

Lucy and I are now Iron Rank. 

We are now Intermediate Adventurers. 

“That damn Makoto, he just leeched off Lucy-chan’s magic.” 

“He really lucked out.” 

“Ssh! If you say too much, the person himself will hear you.” 

I already am. 


I have the [Eavesdrop] skill after all. 


“Hey! Makoto is amazing, you know! Don’t say weird stuff!” (Lucy) 


Lucy, who had good ears by default, got angry at the adventurers 
gossipping about us. 


“It is okay, just leave them be.” (Makoto) 

“But...” (Lucy) 

“Those guys have been stuck in Bronze Rank for 2 years now. They must 
be jealous of Makoto. It is pathetic how they talk behind other people’s 
backs.” 

Lucas says exasperated. 

“Maakoto-kuun~!” 


Mary-san hugs me. 


“Your big sis here is happy that you have been drinking together with her 
lately~.” (Mary) 


“T am a weak drinker, so only for 2-3 drinks.” (Makoto) 

I don’t get any stronger to it no matter how much I drink. 
Even though Lucy has gotten pretty resistant now. 

Is your strength towards alcohol also related to your Stats? 
Or more like, I don’t like alcohol that much. 

I am dringing in spite of that...because of my mood. 


“You are making the face of someone with worries. Go ahead and consult 
with the Guild Onee-san here.” (Mary) 


“Wait, Mary! I am the one who ts gonna listen to the worries of my party 
member.” (Lucy) 


“Eeh? It is easier to say this kind of stuff to someone older, you know?” 
(Mary) 


“T am older than Makoto!” (Lucy) 


“Oh, really? By the way, shouldn’t it be about time you go to an 
intermediate level dungeon?” (Mary) 


“As I said! Those kinds of things are going to be decided by the two of us!” 
(Lucy) 


“Boss, one more ale!” (Mary) 

“Me too!” (Lucy) 

“Ooh, you are popular, Makoto.” (Lucas) 

Lucas laughs out loud as if it is none of his business. 


The daily occurrence lately has been exchanges like this between Lucy and 
Mary-san. 


It is not to the point of fighting, it feels as if Mary-san 1s teasing Lucy. 
tee RO ene 

Seriously, why are you guys pointing your glares at me. 

Haah... 

OO 

“Lucas-san, how can I get stronger?” (Makoto) 

I whisper that to him. 


It is my worry lately. 


“Huh? You are plenty strong already, Makoto. What are you saying after 
defeating a Griffon and a chimera that has been around for more than a 
1,000 years.” (Lucas) 


He looks at me with eyes as if saying: ‘are you an idiot?’. 


“The Griffon was defeated by Jean, the Chimera was defeated by Nina- 
san.” (Makoto) 


“But they wouldn’t have been able to defeat those without you there, right? 
I heard that.” (Lucas) 


“T wonder about that. I think it hinged a lot on Lucy’s firepower though.” 
(Makoto) 


“That’s how party’s work. They are divided in the roles of supporters and 
attackers.” (Lucas) 


“That’s true, but...” (Makoto) 

I finish drinking the ale. 

“Boss, one more...” (Makoto) 

“Got it. Don’t drink too much, okay?” 

“This will be my last one today...” (Makoto) 
I am actually pretty drunk. 

This ain’t good, I don’t have self-control. 


Lately, I have been leaving the attack to Lucy while I act as the bait all the 
time. 


The last time I defeated a strong monster on my own was the Ogre. 


That one I baited it into a trap though. 


“What’s your level right now, Makoto?” (Lucas) 
“T am now 20.” (Makoto) 


“It hasn’t been | year since you became an adventurer, and yet you are Iron 
Rank and level 20.” (Lucas) 


“What is he dissatisfied with.” 

Lucas-san and Boss were looking at each other puzzled. 

“Tt is not that I am displeased.” (Makoto) 

I opened my own Soul Book. 

“Oh, the Soul Book of Makoto-kun?” (Mary) 

““Mary-san, it is bad manners to look without permission.” (Makoto) 
“T am a guild staff so it is okay~, hehehe.” (Mary) 

No good, she is completely drunk. 


“Hmm...but a level 20 with these stats, huh. It is true that this is way too 
low—wait, ueeeeh?!” (Mary) 


“What’s the matter, Mary?” (Lucas) 

“T-This here! The water magic proficiency!” (Mary) 

“Hm, where...eh, 99?!” (Lucas) 

“So there’s people who go all the way to 99 in proficiency...” 
The three look at me as if they are looking at a maniac. 

“You really are amazing after all, Makoto!” (Lucy) 


Lucy already knew. 


But... 

“This is the source of my worry.” (Makoto) 

“Why?” (Lucy) 

“T didn’t become that strong even when I got to 99.” (Makoto) 

Yeah, even I with low mana could increase my proficiency if I trained. 
The highest level of proficiency is 99. 

This is the end point. 


But it simply increased the precision and activation speed of my magic, and 
the power is still low. 


Even though I did my best to raise it, it wasn’t what I hoped for. 
I thought I would get a mastery bonus. 

“I-I see. Then, the Spirit Magic?” (Lucas) 

“T am also stuck in that.” (Makoto) 

I heard from the old man giant, but I can’t see the Spirits at all. 
Can I really do it? 

OO 

“Makoto! It has been a while.” 

“Lucy, you are wearing thinly as always.” 

“What, got a problem?” (Lucy) 

We met Jean and Emily next. 


Behind them there was a brawler man and a mage girl. 


It seems to be their new party members. 
That was a bit of a shock too. 


I for sure thought that we would be going on adventures together every now 
and then. 


No, it is my fault for not speaking out to him. 
“Yo, Jean.” (Makoto) 


“T thought that we could have a meal together, but it looks like the seats are 
full today.” (Jean) 


Jean says this disappointed. 

The Boss’s skewer stall only has one small bench. 

With Lucy, Lucas-san, Mary-san, and I sitting, there’s already no space. 
“T heard that you have been earning quite flashily lately.” (Jean) 

Jean places a hand on my shoulder and smiles at me. 

Was he this refreshing of a guy? 

It looks like the swordsman that complained about me is not there anymore. 
“The one who is flashy is Lucy. I am the background assistant.” (Makoto) 
“That’s...well, I have heard the rumors about it.” (Emily) 

Emily has a face that says she couldn’t find words for it. 

She can read the atmosphere after all. She can tell that I am discouraged. 
“Then, let’s do our best in getting to Silver Rank!” (Jean) 


Jean said this with a smile and left to a different stall. 


The brawler man and the mage girl bow lightly. 


They are apparently rookie adventurers that joined recently and were helped 
out by Jean. They are now friendly with him. 


Magic swordsman, brawler, mage, priest; it is a good party. 


“Hmm, I thought Jean-kun wanted to form a party with Makoto-kun 
though’, is what Mary-san said. 


I thought so too. 
“T don’t wanna. You know that I don’t get along with Emily.” (Lucy) 
No, I wonder about that. 


You two are always arguing, but I have seen you two going to lunch 
together a number of times. Don’t you actually get along? 


Well, working together is not the same, huh. 
“T will be going to sleep for today. Good night, Lucy.” (Makoto) 
“Eh? O-Okay. Good night...” (Lucy) 


“Let’s take a break tomorrow. We have been earning quite a lot lately after 
all.” (Makoto) 


“T-Is that so. Then, how about going shopping together...” (Lucy) 
“T will be showing up at the store of Fuji-yan tomorrow.” (Makoto) 
“T see, got it...” (Lucy) 

I tottered my way to the guild’s resting area. 

“You got rejected~.” (Mary) 


“Shut up, Mary!” (Lucy) 


“Alright, let’s drink again!” (Mary) 


I heard those voices coming from my back. 


Chapter 27: Takatsuki Makoto 
receives the advice of the Goddess 


“T am sorry, Takatsuki-sama. Goshujin-sama is currently absent...” (Nina) 
Fuji-yan wasn’t here. 

Nina-san was speaking to me in his stead and said this sadly. 
I am at fault for coming here without an appointment. 

I am sorry for the trouble. 

“When is Fuji-yan coming back?” (Makoto) 


“About that, it seems to be a big transaction, so they are not planning on 
returning for 2-3 days...” (Nina) 


“Ts that so...” (Makoto) 

That’s a shame. 

The only person I can spill out my complaints with is absent. 
Can’t be helped, let’s just hunt some goblins solo today. 
While I was thinking that... 


“By the way, Takatsuki-sama! Please look at this.” (Nina) 


What Nina-san showed me with a smile was shining at her chest. 
“Gold Badge?” (Makoto) 


“Yes! Thanks to the divine protection from the acquaintance of Takatsuk1- 
sama’s God, I have gone up to Gold Rank!” (Nina) 


“That’s...congratulations.” (Makoto) 
That’s impressive. 
Gold Badges are the highest rank that a branch guild can issue. 


Platinum and above ranks can only be obtained in the head offices at the 
capital. 


In other words, Nina-san has reached the highest point in the Adventurer 
Guild of Makkaren. 


“To be honest, I thought Silver Rank would be my limit. You really don’t 
know what life has in store, huh.” (Nina) 


“No no, the martial art of Nina-san was incredible.” (Makoto) 
It is because of that leg technique that she was able to rank up. 


“Goshujin-sama has been hyped up and doing big trades with the magic 
crystal he obtained. This and that are all thanks to Takatsuki-sama!” (Nina) 


Nina-san raised both hands and praised me. 
But rather than happiness, I felt a bit empty. 
Everyone is doing well. 

And yet, I... 


“T-Then, please give my regards to Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 


“Yes! Please come again!” (Nina) 

Being seen off by a smiling Nina-san, I left the store of Fuji-yan. 
My plan for today is gone. 

OO 


In the end, I decided not to go goblin hunting, and decided on training at the 
plaza close to the guild to pass the day. 


I wonder if Lucy is here too, is what I was hoping for, but she wasn’t. 
After finishing the training, I did my daily prayer to the Goddess. 
“Fuuuh...” (Makoto) 

I check my Soul Book while lying down. 


[Lifespan: 11 years], it has increased a little bit. The result of my daily 
monster hunting. 


[Water Magic Proficiency: 99], end route. I reached this number 1 month 
ago, and there’s been no change since then. I thought I might surpass 100, 
but this is apparently the highest. 


What’s left is low stats that have no drastic change. 
(What to do...) (Makoto) 
At first when I came to this parallel world, I was excited. 


After that, I learned about how low my stats were at the Temple, and was 
shocked. 


I trained for 1 year, yet didn’t get that strong. 


Even so, I pushed everything I could from the skills I had, and somehow 
managed to keep up as an adventurer. 


Lately, the evaluation others have of me has increased. 
There’s not really that big of a problem. 

But... 

(Is this all I can give...?) (Makoto) 

It was fun not that long ago. 

The day I first defeated a monster. 

The day I was given an uncool nickname for the first time. 
The day I got my first party member. 


The day I was on the verge of dying for the first time, and the day I got the 
divine protection of the Goddess. 


The day I was able to go on an adventure together with a classmate for the 
first time. 


It was stimulating. 

Lately...it has been boring. 

I was thinking that, and soon, drowsiness attacked me. 
OO 

I was in a place where there’s nothing. 

No, it would be rude to say there’s nothing. 

Let’s call this The Space of the Goddess. 


“My my, it has been a while, Goddess-sama.” (Makoto) 


There’s no surprise at this point, so I place both hands together and greet 
her. 


But we haven’t seen each other in a while. 
The last time I heard her voice was at the time with the old man giant. 
“Hm? Goddess-sama?” (Makoto) 


I was wondering why there was no response, and raised my head, and she 
was crazy close. 


Woah. 

She is so close our bangs might touch. 

Also, her eyes are cold. 

Did I do something to make her angry? 

I haven’t done anything but safe adventures lately though. 
“U-Uhm...” (Makoto) 

“Hey, Makoto...” (Noah) 

“Yes?” (Makoto) 

“You are my believer, right?” (Noah) 

“Of course, I have not missed a single day of prayer.” (Makoto) 
“T know. They reach me.” (Noah) 

Right. 


“Do you know the job of a Goddess?” (Noah) 


“The job of a Goddess? Gather donations? Ah, could it be that prayers 
alone were not enough?” (Makoto) 


“That’s not it! Why do I need to gather money like the guys in the God 
Realm?! I don’t need that!” (Noah) 


“So that wasn’t it.” (Makoto) 
What is it, I don’t know. 


“Idiot! The job of a Goddess is to guide their lost lambs! You are worrying 
a whole ton! Then come for advice! Rely on me!” (Noah) 


She is ruffling my hair. 

It doesn’t hurt. 

But in that position my face and her chest... 
“U-Uhm, it is touching my face.” (Makoto) 

“Tt is on purpose.” (Noah) 

She said it outright! 

“Uuh, I am sorry, Goddess-sama.” (Makoto) 

I take distance from the Goddess’s attack(?). 
This Goddess comes seducing me all the time. 
“You pray everyday, and yet, why are you not relying on me?” (Noah) 
“That was the last resort.” (Makoto) 

It is scary to be too indebted with a God after all. 


“It is okay. Rely on me more. Don’t be bothered by debts. You are my only 
believer.” (Noah) 


I feel like your interest rate is high, Noah-sama. 


Well, it is true that the Goddess was missing from my consultation 
candidates though. 


“Does that mean you will be making me stronger with your powers, 
Goddess-sama?” (Makoto) 


“Hm? I already gave you the divine protection, right? I can’t do more than 
that.”’ (Noah) 


“Eh?” (Makoto) 

That’s no good then! 

“But a Goddess can do this.” (Noah) 

What she took out was... 

“My Soul Book again?” (Makoto) 

This Goddess really has some sticky fingers. 
“A little work here and...” (Noah) 

Did she write something? 

“See, look here.” (Noah) 

She grabbed my head and showed me the Soul Book. 
As I said, you are too close. 

“Tt is fine, look, look.” (Noah) 

“Let’s see—eh?!” (Makoto) 


[Water Magic Proficiency: 101]. 


“G-Goddess-sama, this 1s?” (Makoto) 


“You are the type of person that raises your level to 99 in RPG games, 
right? And so, you reached a bottleneck in your proficiency and lost heat, 
right?” (Noah) 


She saw through me. 
Obviously, huh. 
We are talking about a Goddess here. 


“Fufufu! I will tell you one more nice piece of information. If you get to 
Proficiency 105, you will be able to see Water Spirits.” (Noah) 


“Eh?!” (Makoto) 
Is it okay for it to be so simple? 


Even though I troubled myself so much training in the rain, meditating 
under a waterfall, and passing a whole day inside water! 


“Well~, that training was pointless. I am impressed that you were able to do 
all that.”’ (Noah) 


“Please tell me that at least!” (Makoto) 

“Ahaha!” (Noah) 

What a bad personality! 

No, that’s not it. 

“Thank you very much, Goddess-sama.” (Makoto) 
I put both of my hands together and bow deeply. 


With this, I can continue training my water magic proficiency! 


“Oh my, so honest. Yup yup, do your best.” (Noah) 


“TI was at my wit’s end this time around, so you really helped me out.” 
(Makoto) 


“What’s most important is that you are happy. Ah, but there’s something 
you have to be careful about.” (Noah) 


“What is it?” (Makoto) 
An impossible task right on the get-go? 


“That’s not it. 99 is the highest one can reach in the stats of the Soul Book. 
That’s how the guys in the God Realm set it up like.” (Noah) 


Hooh. 
“Is that so.” (Makoto) 


“Tn reality, there’s no limit point, so you can increase as much as you work 
hard. It just isn’t shown in the numbers. What I did was modify your Soul 
Book so that it can show numbers higher than 100.” (Noah) 


Hohoh, I have heard something nice there. 
So there’s results befitting your hard work. 
It is hyping me up. 


“But the modification of Soul Books is against the law of the world. If the 
Church discovers it, you might get interrogated.” (Noah) 


“Eh? What?!” (Makoto) 


“By the way, in countries like the Fire Country and the Water Country, if 
they were to discover you are an Evil God believer, you will get executed. 
How barbaric, don’t you think?” (Noah) 


“Why are you telling me this now?!” (Makoto) 


“You didn’t know?” (Noah) 

No, I didn’t! 

I avoided the Church all this time after all. 

.... should be careful in the future. 

“Then, it is almost time.” (Noah) 

The figure of the Goddess is beginning to disappear. 

“Tt is always so short.” (Makoto) 

“Oh? Did you want to talk with me more?” (Noah) 

“Well, I do think I would like to talk with you a bit more.” (Makoto) 


“Fufufu, you are slowly becoming a nicer boy. You can go ahead and fall 
for me, you know?” (Noah) 


Please don’t give me that sidelong glance. 

It is going to make my heart skip a beat. 

“Ah, right! There’s something I want to tell you before you go!” (Noah) 
“What is it?” (Makoto) 

Is it the usual vague instructions? 

“Head to Laberintos. A good meeting awaits you there.” (Noah) 

After saying this, the Goddess disappears. 

Ech... 


She gave me quite the specific instruction... 


Chapter 28: Sasaki Aya wakes up 
in a parallel world 


Cold. 


The heating of the bus had stopped inside a blizzard, and cold wind was 
coming unceasingly from the broken windows. 


There’s no way anyone can endure something like this. 


(That’s how it is supposed to be. Then why is it that Takatsuki-kun can play 
games within all this?) 


The eccentric guy that has been a classmate of mine since middle school 
was playing games as if it were a lunch break. 


It seems he was having a silly conversation with his friend, Fujiwara-kun, 
that sits beside him, but right now they are silent. 


Everyone probably doesn’t have the strength to talk anymore. 


I can only hear the sound of the wind and the button smashing of Takatsuk1- 
kun. 


(Maybe I should say something to him for our last moments.) 
Oi, you gaming idiot. 
Look over here for a bit. 


You are actually freezing, right? You are trembling a bit, you know? 


(Why am I acting as if I am picking a fight? That won’t work.) 
Is that game fun? 

I am not good at RPGs. 

I wanted to play games together again... 


(Both parents of the Takatsuki-kun household work and come back late at 
night, so I was jealous of him because he could play as many games as he 
wanted.) 


Takatsuki-kun. 

Hey, look here. 

Please let me hear your voice once more. 

I couldn’t say any of the words I thought of... 
(Ah, no good...) 

And my consciousness sunk into the darkness. 
QO? 

I woke up in complete darkness. 

Pitch black. 

I can’t see anything. 

But I am conscious. 

(Eh, what’s this? It is scary.) 

My hands won’t move. 


My legs won’t move. 


(Am I alive? Or dead?) 
Ah, my body moved. 
(But it kind of feels weird.) 


I was going for a flip of my body, but instead, it felt like the half part of my 
body twisted. 


I felt like my body had become incredibly long. 

(It is probably my imagination, but for now, I have to get out of here.) 
Get out? Where? 

I was stranded in the bus. 

That’s why, this should be a hospital. 

No, that’s not it. 

This is no such place. 

Anyways, I have to get out! 

*Crack!* 


An impulse I couldn’t really understand moved my body, and I broke 
through something and went out. 


(It really is dark. I can’t see anything.) 


It is not complete darkness like before, I could see a bit of light here and 
there, but I can’t tell where this 1s. 


With a dizzy head, I slithered my way ahead. 


“Oh, you are the fastest one from the sisters, my child.” 


I heard that voice from above. 
I look up. 


There was a beauty with blonde hair and blue eyes that was like a 
Hollywood actress. 


She is beautiful, but has somewhat of a harsh attitude; that’s the kind of 
impression this woman gave. 


And also, she is someone I don’t know. 

“My cute child. Please let me see that face of yours.” 
No no no. 

My mother is short and plain like me. 


She is by no means a flashy beauty that would have 10 out of 10 people 
turn back after passing them by in the city. 


Her body is also boing boing...wait, huh? 

Isn’t her skin way too white? 

She isn’t wearing clothes? 

Isn’t her lower half weird? 

There’s scales...or more like, there’s no legs... 

“Oh my, looks like your siblings have woken up too.” 
Siblings...siblings... 

I am the eldest daughter and I have 4 siblings. 


They are all little brothers. 


I played together with them a long time ago, but when you get older, you 
hang out more often between men. 


Lately, big sis has been estranged and was a bit lonely. 
(More so, my little brothers didn’t play games with me anymore.) 


Even though in the past they would go ‘I will play together with Onee- 
chan!’. 


Did I complain about this with Takatsuki-kun? 

There’s no way my little brothers will be there if I turn around. 

I turn around while thinking this. 

...What was there...were a whole lot of siblings. 

They had no limbs. 

Crawling on the ground. 

Slimy body, and thin slit eyes. 

They were flickering their tongue in and out. 

Snakes. 

A whole area of them. 

Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 


Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 


Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake 
Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake Snake. 


I was surrounded by snakes as far as my eye could see. 

“Hiih!” 

My brain couldn’t process this sight, and I felt my consciousness grow far. 
But before losing consciousness, I faintly understood. 

I have become a snake... 

A snake monster. 

Aah, God. 


Isn’t this way too much? 





Chapter 29: Takatsuki Makoto is 
stopped in his journey 


“Hey, Makoto, you will catch a cold if you sleep in a place like this, you 
know?” (Lucy) 


When I opened my eyes, I saw the face of Lucy in front of me. 
It is already dark around. 
“Aah, my bad. I have been sleeping for quite a while, huh.” (Makoto) 


“What are you doing? Even though it was dinner already, you didn’t come 
at all... I was worried, you know.” (Lucy) 


Lucy had a kind of angry and sad expression. 

“T was meeting with the Goddess.” (Makoto) 

“Eh?! I see. What did she say?” (Lucy) 

What should I say? 

I am not sure. 

I should tell her secretly later regarding my Soul Book. 
“T was told to go to Laberintos.” (Makoto) 
“Laberintos? Nice! My arm is itching!” (Lucy) 


“You are coming too, Lucy?” (Makoto) 


“Eh? I-I can’t?” (Lucy) 
It troubles me if you look at me with those teary eyes, you know. 


“You are not a believer of the Goddess, so there’s no need for you to follow 
what she says.” (Makoto) 


“It is okay! The monsters around here felt lacking lately!” (Lucy) 
Well, she blasts them all after all. 

It was to the point where I pitied the monsters. 

“Then, let’s go report to the guild we are gonna go.” (Makoto) 
“Yes! You are a bit more spirited than before, Makoto.” (Lucy) 
“Hm? Really?” (Makoto) 

“You have been down lately after all.” (Lucy) 

I worried her, huh. 

I scratched my cheek. 

The position is reversed from last time. 

OO 

“Eh?! Why suddenly Laberintos?!” (Mary) 

Mary-san, that’s too loud. 

“You have other dungeons aside from that one. The Salamander Valley of 


the Fire Country; the Forest of the Lost in the Wood Country where the 
Dryads are; you could also go to the Ice Lion Cave of the Water Country.” 


(Mary) 


“Well, normally, intermediate dungeons like those would work fine.” 
(Makoto) 


“That’s right!” (Mary) 

“But I decided so already.” (Makoto) 

Mary-san is making a troubled expression. 

“Hey, Lucy-chan, say something to Makoto-kun.” (Mary) 

“The leader of our party is Makoto, so I will follow his lead.” (Lucy) 
I was the leader? 

I didn’t know. 

For now, it seems like Lucy agrees. 

“Mary-san, I count on you with the paperwork.” (Makoto) 


“Wuuh...Makoto-kun and Lucy-chan are Iron Rank, so according to the 
rules, there’s no problems though... Haaah...” (Mary) 


She was complaining, but she did the process for us. 

I wonder why she doesn’t recommend us to go to Laberintos? 
OO 

“Ooh, Makoto, I heard you are going to Laberintos?” (Lucas) 
“Tt will be lonely here.” (Jean) 


I was called out by Lucas-san and Jean who were drinking in the guild 
stalls. 


Information passes around fast. 


“Jean, where’s Emily?” (Makoto) 

Even though they are always together. 

“She said she would be going to eat together with Lucy outside.” (Jean) 
“Now that you mention it, I don’t see Lucy either.” (Makoto) 

So you two really do get along. 

“So, when are you going to go?” (Lucas) 

“Tt hasn’t been settled at all yet. Old man, one ale.” (Makoto) 
Let’s eat together since I am here already. 

This stall uses a whole lot of oil to fry stuff. 

It is kinda like chinese food. 

The cold ale really goes well with the food. 

“You have been to Laberintos before right, Lucas-san?” (Makoto) 


“Of course. There’s no Gold Rank that hasn’t challenged Laberintos.” 
(Lucas) 


“How far did you go?” (Jean) 
I also want to know. 


“Hmm, Laberintos is not a normal dungeon. There’s no 10th floor or 20th 
floor. It is Upper, Mid, Lower, Core, and Deepest Floor; 5 in total only. I 
could only reach till the Core, but...don’t go there yet, Makoto.” (Lucas) 


“IT know. The Lower and Core are called the Dragon Nest, right?” (Makoto) 


It is popularly known. 


I was taught this in the Temple. 


“Yeah, there’s a whole lot of Earth Dragons, Water Dragons, and Fire 
Dragons.” (Lucas) 


“*.,. That sounds dangerous.” (Makoto) 


“But the monsters in the Upper Floor are all small fries. The only thing you 
should watch out for would be the Minotaur.” (Lucas) 


“The watchman of Laberintos’s Upper Floor.” (Makoto) 


“Well, if it is the current Lucy and Makoto, you should be able to manage 
somehow unless you are surrounded by several at once.” (Lucas) 


Lucas-san munches on his fried meat while drinking ale. 


“The Mid Floor has so many different types that I can’t say them all. 
Goblins, Orcs, Man-Eating Giants, Zombies, Skeletons, Vampires, Lamias, 
Arachnes, Harpies; anything goes.” (Lucas) 


“But there isn’t an overly strong monster.” (Jean) 


‘If that’s the case, even I would be able to’, is what Jean probably would 
think. 


Do you want to come with me? 
“Naive. The Mid Floor monsters are all in “‘packs’.” (Lucas) 
“P-Packs?” (Makoto) 


“There’s a boss in the packs, and they give orders to attack all at once or 
retreat. Your regular adventurer would get surrounded in an instant and 
eaten.” (Lucas) 


As expected of the biggest dungeon of the continent. 

The difficulty is high. 

I have never met monsters who come to attack us with group coordination. 
“That’s not the only thing you have to be careful about” (Lucas) 

“There’s still more?” (Makoto) 

“This is important. In Laberintos, there’s newbie hunting.” (Lucas) 

“Uhm, as in, scary veteran adventurers kicking cocky rookies?” (Makoto) 
If it is that much, it sounds like every city would have that. 


“Tt is not like that at all. Laberintos is the aspiration of adventurers. There’s 
adventurers that do their best in the dungeons at their area, gain confidence, 
and then buy some nice equipment to challenge the dungeons, right? They 
hunt them.” (Lucas) 
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“The easily targeted ones are the sons of nobles that become adventurers to 
get their name out there. The rookie adventurers that have visibly good 
equipment are nice suckers for them. They have their equipment taken 
away from them, and become food for monsters.” (Lucas) 


“Makoto! Don’t go to Laberintos!” (Jean) 
Jean is completely scared now, he tries to stop me. 
No well, my spirit has gone down all the way with this talk. 


“Ahahahaha, if you got scared from that, give it up. I have told every single 
adventurer that is aiming for Laberintos the same story.” (Lucas) 


“Well, Iam still going though.” (Makoto) 


The Goddess gave me a specific instruction which 1s rare. 
I can’t let this event go. 
But what’s this meeting she is talking about? 


“Then I won’t stop you, but make sure to do your preparations properly, 
okay?” (Lucas) 


Lucas-san tells me that with serious eyes. 
“Understood.” (Makoto) 

I really owe this old man a lot. 

Same with the adventurers of Makkaren. 


After that, I was made to listen to the adventures of Lucas-san and scary 
stories about Laberintos. 


Let’s go for round 2, is what Jean and Lucas-san said, but I was on my way 
to train for a little bit, and got caught by Mary-san. 


“Accompany me for a bit.” (Mary) 


OO 


The place Mary-san brought me to was at the outskirts of the city, a bar 
called Asakusa. 


This name...oh well. 
**C“heers.””’ 
A quiet establishment. 


It is different from the guild stalls and Cat Ears Garden, it is an adult 
establishment. 


I don’t know the etiquette of this kind of establishment, so I ordered the 
cocktail they recommended to me. 


It is a bit rough on the alcohol. 

The color is a beautiful blue though. 

“Hey, you heard about stories of Laberintos from Lucas-san, right?” (Mary) 
“Yes, it looks like there’s a lot of dangers there.” (Makoto) 

“You are going no matter what?” (Mary) 

“Are you against it?” (Makoto) 

Mary-san didn’t answer that question. 


She finished gulping down the cocktail that has a high percentage of 
alcohol and mutters this. 


“You know, I had a little brother.” (Mary) 

This is the first time I have heard of that. 

“Is that so. An adventurer?” (Makoto) 

“That’s right. He went to Laberintos 3 years ago.” (Mary) 
Could this be... 


“Right after becoming Iron Rank. He said he wanted to get a name for 
himself quickly and was pumped up.” (Mary) 


“What is he doing now?” (Makoto) 


I somewhat have an idea, but I end up asking. 


“T don’t know. I haven’t been able to contact him.” (Mary) 
Mary-san drinks around half of her second glass. 
Can’t...contact him, huh. 


“He promised that he would be coming back one time each year to 
Makkaren. The leader of the party was Silver Rank, and at that time, they 
were called the Rising Rookies.” (Mary) 


“T see...”’ (Makoto) 
“They defeated a Griffon with 4 Iron Ranks, isn’t that impressive?” (Mary) 
“Y-Yes.” (Makoto) 


“Fufu, there’s a party of 4 Bronze that defeated a Griffon recently though. 
The record of my little brother has been broken...” (Mary) 


Uuh, what should I say... 

Having communication problems is tough. 

“Are you going no matter what?” (Mary) 

She asked the same question. 

I could deceive her, but... 

“T am. But I won’t do anything reckless.” (Makoto) 
“But you want to gain fame, right?” (Mary) 

“Not really.” (Makoto) 


Don’t have much interest in that. 


“Liar! You are going to Laberintos, yet talk about not caring about fame. In 
the end, you will just be reckless and won’t return!” (Mary) 


“M-Mary-san?” (Makoto) 


“T don’t want this anymore! Waiting for someone that won’t return! Don’t 
go anywhere!” (Mary) 


The loud voice of Mary-san made the customers in the bar look at us 
dubiously. 


“What? Lover’s spat?”, “Quite the childish-looking guy for a beauty’, “Do 
that elsewhere”. 


“M-Master.” (Makoto) 

For now, we pay the tab and leave the bar. 

“Wuuuh...” (Mary) 

Mary-san is crying. 

She is muttering the name of someone, probably her little brother. 
I have her sit on a bench to calm her down. 

I stand up for a bit and speak to her. 


“Mary-san, I am a coward, so I will adventure at the Upper Floor of 
Laberintos for a bit and return real quick.” (Makoto) 
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“T am going to Laberintos because I have an acquaintance there, you see.” 
(Makoto) 


I actually don’t know who yet though. 


This is just what the Goddess said. 


“Acquaintance... A woman?” (Mary) 

“Eh? No no no, it is not.” (Makoto) 

Right? 

Which is it, Goddess-sama? 

(Gat) 

Ignored. 

“Hmmm, then say that from the beginning.” (Mary) 

It seems she is in a better mood now. 

“Aah, sorry about that. Making a fuss all of a sudden.” (Mary) 


“No, after hearing your story about your brother, I can understand why you 
are worried.” (Makoto) 


“Uhnn, we left the bar. What should we do now?” (Mary) 

“Tt is already late, so let’s go back.” (Makoto) 

“Eeh? Even though it is so rare for us two to be alone?” (Mary) 
It is the usual Mary-san. 

What a relief. 


“Hey! As an apology for the trouble I caused you at the bar, how about 
drinking again at my home?! I will cook for you.” (Mary) 


“Eh?!” (Makoto) 


The room of a woman at this late of an hour? 


Or more like, this would be the first time I go to the room of a girl in my 
life. 


“U-Uhm...” (Makoto) 

“Tt is settled then! Now! Let’s go!” (Mary) 
She is pulling me. 

Forcefully. 


Due to her being drunk and having heard the story before, I couldn’t reject 
her strongly. 


If I were to refuse, Mary-san might drown herself in alcohol thinking about 
her little brother that won’t return. 


That would be a bit sad. 

I might as well accompany her for a while. 

I won’t be able to tag along with her till morning though. 
“Okay, we are here~.” (Mary) 

The house of Mary-san was a short walk from the bar of before. 
An apartment complex made of bricks. 

It is a bit old-fashioned, but it is a fancy building. 

“Now now, come in, come in.” (Mary) 

“No need to push, I can walk on my own...” (Makoto) 

I was going to enter while being pushed by the flow, but... 


“Hold it!” 


We were called to a stop. 

“Lucy?” (Makoto) 

What is she doing in a place like this? 

“Geh, Lucy-chan.” (Mary) 

“Hey! Where are you taking Makoto?!” (Lucy) 


“Now now, Lucy, Mary-san is sad because of her little brother that won’t 
return. Give this one a pass.” (Makoto) 


“Mary’s little brother? He made a name for himself in Laberintos, and right 
now it is said that he is playing around flashily in the capital; you are 
talking about that Kyle-san?” (Lucy) 


Hmm? 

It is kind of different from what I heard though? 

“Mary-san, didn’t your little brother pass away?” (Makoto) 

“What are you saying, Makoto? The little brother of Mary, Kyle-san, 1s part 
of the famous party, Golden Claw, and is called the Emperor of the Night in 
the capital, you know?” (Lucy) 

“Wuuuh...my cute little brother is no longer in this world.” (Mary) 

“Hey! Your little brother is healthy then!” (Makoto) 

Even though I was pretty worried here! 

“Makoto, you are easily deceived.” (Lucy) 


“T didn’t deceive him! I just didn’t tell him!” (Mary) 


She is saying something similar to the Goddess. 


“Or more like, what are you doing here, Lucy?” (Makoto) 


“T-The inn I am staying at is around here! And then, I heard the voice of 
Makoto and Mary, so...” (Lucy) 


“Lucy-chan, stalker...” (Mary) 

“T am not! Don’t say weird stuff!” (Lucy) 

“Uhm, then, I am already sleepy here, so I will be leaving.” (Makoto) 
“Stop there.””’ 

The two grabbed me from both sides. 

I want to go back already though. 


In the end, Mary-san, Lucy, and I drank till morning in Mary-san’s 
apartment. 


Accurately speaking, I knocked myself out after drinking for one hour 
though. 


My head... 


Chapter 30: Fuji-yan has an 
Isekai Harem 


“Ts it okay here?” 
“Yeah, that’s what Fuji-yan told me.” (Makoto) 


The grass-covered plains when coming out from the eastern gate of 
Makkaren. 


I told Fuji-yan that I would be going to Laberintos, and he said strongly: 
“Then leave the transportation method to me!”’. 


He told us to meet him at noon, so I am waiting together with Lucy, but 
there’s no sign of anyone coming. 


“Did he mistake the time of departure?” (Lucy) 
“There’s still 5 minutes till the appointed time, you know.” (Makoto) 


“But you know, if he is going to prepare a carriage for us, it would be weird 
for him to not be here a long time ago.” (Lucy) 


“Right.” (Makoto) 
I can’t see anything like that in this plains that has a good view. 


“Well, Fuji-yan is a busy guy, so maybe he had some sudden urgent 
business—oh?” (Makoto) 


“Huh?” (Lucy) 


Our surroundings suddenly got dark. 
Something big must have appeared above us. 
“Eeeh?!” (Lucy) 

Lucy raised her voice. 

“|. Wow.” (Makoto) 

It was a giant ship. 


The big sail was fanned by the wind, and was pretty swelled. The white hull 
was bathing in the light of the sun and looked divine. 


It was floating in the sky. 

“A Flying Ship?!” (Lucy) 

“Hey, Lucy, the ships in this world can fly, huh.” (Makoto) 

“They don’t. A Flying Ship is something that only royalties have...” (Lucy) 
Lucy looks up dumbfounded. 

Fuji-yan has something that only royalty has? 

That’s crazy. 

“Yahoooo!” 

Someone jumped down from the ship?! 


I was worried that they might break some bones, but that person landed 
nimbly. 


So cool. 


“Nina-san.” (Makoto) 


“Takatsuki-sama, Lucy-sama, we have come to get you.” (Nina) 
“Where’s Fuji-yan?” (Makoto) 

“He is on-board—ah! Wait, that’s dangerous!” (Nina) 

Even Fuji-yan jumped off? 


But he didn’t land naturally like Nina-san, and he seemed to be using some 
sort of magic item to float his way down. 


He lands. 
“This is one majestic ship.” (Makoto) 


“Fufufu! Right? Right? I was thinking about surprising you, so I kept it a 
secret. Takki-dono and Lucy-dono are the first passengers-desu zo!” 
(Fujiwara) 


“Wow! We can get to Laberintos with this, right?” (Lucy) 

“T kinda feel bad. Having you do so much for us.” (Makoto) 

“What are you saying?! This ship is powered by the magic crystal that your 
friend giant gave me, Takki-dono! Without that, this Flying Ship wouldn’t 
have been finished-desu zo!” (Fujiwara) 

“T see, so it is using that.” (Makoto) 


He has been busy recently, and it was because he was making this, huh. 


While we were having a lively conversation, people were coming in droves 
from the city. 


Well, of course it would stand out. 


From within the people that gathered, an elegant woman came out from an 
expensive-looking carriage. 


She approached Fuji-yan and greets him. 

“Fujiwara-sama, congratulations for the completion of your Flying Ship.” 
“Oh! It is thanks to your help, Christiana-sama, that we were able to finish 
it. | promise to use this ship to bring further development to Makkaren.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“How reliable. Also, please call me Chris.” (Chris) 


“No no, that’s way too much of an honor for a merchant like me.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“What are you saying? Don’t speak like we are strangers.” (Chris) 
They seem to be having a conversation. 

An acquaintance of Fuji-yan, huh. 

“Hey, Lucy, who is the person talking to Fuji-yan?” (Makoto) 
“Eh? You don’t know, Makoto?” (Lucy) 

Lucy looks at me as if saying ‘is this guy serious?’. 

You may tell me that, but I don’t know what I don’t know. 

I can tell that she is a person of high class. 


“She is the second daughter of Makkaren’s feudal lord, Christiana 
Makkaren. She is aiming for Goshujin-sama, a devious woman.” (Nina) 


Nina-san says this in a bad mood. 
Hoh, the daughter of the feudal lord. 
And Nina-san is clearly jealous. 


“Fujiyan-san really is a person with a lot of connections!” (Lucy) 


Lucy is impressed without a single notice. 
“Goshujin-sama, isn’t it about time to depart?” (Nina) 
Nina-san hurries. 


“Ooh, right. Well then, Chris-sama, let’s continue our talk when I return.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“Yes, I am looking forward to your stories there.” (Chris) 

The daughter of the feudal lord holds the hand of Fuji-yan and smiles. 
“Goshujin-sama~, let’s go.” (Nina) 

And Nina-san pulls his arm. 


“Nina-san, I am leaving Fujiwara-sama in your care for the journey.” 
(Chris) 


At that moment, Chris-san speaks to Nina-san with a smile. 
“Of course, I won’t let anyone put a finger on him.” (Nina) 
Nina-san smiles back at Chris-san. 

““Fufufufu.””’ 

At a glance, it looks like they are smiling in good faith. 

I can’t see the face of Fuji-yan from here. 

I wonder what kind of face this popular guy is making. 

He has an isekai harem. 

“Then, Lucy, let’s go.” (Makoto) 


“Yeah, I am looking forward to it!” (Lucy) 


We boarded the flying ship. 
OO 
“Uwaa, so high~ so high~.” 


Lucy was at the tip of the ship and spreading her arms wide, receiving the 
wind onto her body. 


Titanic? 

Isn’t that dangerous? 

“Lucy-sama! It is dangerous to stand so close to the edge.” (Nina) 
Nina-san really did come warn her. 

I leaned on the handrail, enjoying this journey in the sky. 

The wind feels nice. 

“How does the ride feel, Takki-dono?” (Fujiwara) 


“To think that you would get a flying way of transportation at the beginning 
city, that’s impressive.” (Makoto) 


“Tt would be unthinkable for a normal RPG game, right?” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan says this while chuckling. 

But this is in reality the result of Fuji-yan’s hard work. 

“By the way, who is driving this ship?” (Makoto) 


“The sailor that I hired for this Flying Ship. There’s a winged beastkin 
there, right?” (Fujiwara) 


There certainly is one with wings on her back. 


By the way, they are all girls. 

“No, it is just a coincidence-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 

“Fuji-yan, lying isn’t good, you know.” (Makoto) 

“Well, I was the one who employed the women.” (Fujiwara) 
He easily spilled it. 


“You really like girls huh, Fuji-yan. Even though you were so popular with 
Chris-san just now.” (Makoto) 


Even though we were dreading the fact that we had no luck with women in 
high school. 


He has changed. 
Fuji-yan made a rough expression. 
“That’s the complicated part.” (Fujiwara) 


According to what Fuji-yan said, the feudal lord has 3 daughters, and the 
successor hasn’t been decided. 


“Isn’t it normal for the eldest to succeed them?” (Makoto) 


“It depends on the household. The feudal lord of Makkaren is apparently 
going to make the one who develops Makkaren the most into the 
successor.” (Fujiwara) 


“T see, and Chris-san wants to get some achievements, so she wants to get 
along with you, Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 


“She is aiming for the fortune of Goshujin-sama! It is Goshujin-sama who 
is rumoured to have already amassed more of a fortune than the feudal 
lord!” (Nina) 


Nina-san jumped into the conversation. 


She must have been listening in on us with those long ears of hers. 


Now that I think about it, Lucy and Nina-san have good ears, so I gotta take 
care of what I say. 


“In this time’s making of the Flying Ship, it wasn’t only about making it, 
but we also had to secure a route, so we have to speak to the people who 
have the rights of those, or we wouldn’t be able to do business with it.” 
(Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan scratches his head while explaining this to us. 


“But thanks to all those pains with making the necessary arrangements, we 
were able to make reality the first Flying Passenger Ship of the continent!” 
(Nina) 


Nina-san said this excitedly. 

“However, we now owe a big debt to that woman...” (Nina) 
“Nina-dono, you shouldn’t talk badly about our sponsor.” (Fujiwara) 
“You have it rough.” (Makoto) 

In both business and women. 

“Hey, what’s the name of this ship?” (Lucy) 

Lucy minced the topic of our conversation and asked this. 

“Fufufu, well asked!” (Fujiwara) 

Fuji-yan must have wanted to change the topic, he was totally into it. 


“The name of this vessel is Saint Kanon! The white wings that travel 
through the skies of the continent-desu zo!” (Fujiwara) 


“Heeh, that’s a lovely name!” (Lucy) 


“As expected of Goshujin-sama!” (Nina) 
Lucy and Nina-san praise him. 
Saint Kanon, huh. 


It is probably a name he took from the heroine of the Galge Game Fuji-yan 
liked, Saint Kanon. 


While I was thinking that, Fuji-yan’s eyes met mine. 
He was feeling a bit awkward there. 

“That’s a nice name.” (Makoto) 

“Well, ain’t that okay?” (Fujiwara) 

I really do think it is a good name. 

“This ship doesn’t get attacked by monsters?” (Lucy) 


“The reason we made the Flying Ship this size is because of that. It will be 
used as a Passenger Ship in the future, so there was the need to make rooms 
as well, but we made it in a size that not even wyverns and griffons can 
attack it.” (Fujiwara) 


I see. 
“But what about dragons?” (Makoto) 


The peak of monsters that are dragons don’t know fear, and they destroy 
everything, is what I have heard. 


“We are avoiding the territory of dragons in our routes. We have casted 
defense magic to the whole ship, and we have combatants within the sailor 
wingedkin. If we get attacked by monsters, we can fight back.” (Fujiwara) 


“Ooh, you really thought it thoroughly.” (Makoto) 


I can rest at ease then. 
“How long till we arrive at Laberintos?” (Lucy) 
“Around one day. I think we will arrive tomorrow morning.” (Fujiwara) 


“Wow, it would take 1 week to arrive there from Makkaren by carriage.” 
(Lucy) 


“We can go in a straight line without any obstructions after all. It 1s natural- 
desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan says this proudly. 


“Now then, I will show you guys around the ship! I have prepared a 
wonderful dinner for tonight.” (Fujiwara) 


“Yaaaay!” (Lucy) 
Lucy was getting excited like a child. 
Honestly speaking, I also want to act merry like her. 


We enjoyed the short sky travel. 


Chapter 31: Sasaki Aya is a Lamia 


Mother, father, little brothers, are you doing well? 

I am doing well. 

I am doing my best in a far away world. 

But...I am feeling the worst, though... 

I have been reborn as a snake. 

I thought this was a nightmare, but I wasn’t dreaming. 
This is something I recently learned. 

This is not Earth. 


There’s the chance that I might have been reborn as a never found UMA, 
but there shouldn’t be a living being like this on Earth. 


The race I am is apparently the Lamia race. 
This is something I heard from Mother-sama who gave birth to me. 


I have recently gotten used to being surrounded 360° by snakes. I am 
amazing. 


I am glad I am a girl that’s okay with reptiles. 
Also, the biggest grace was that... 


“Hey hey, wasn’t the frog just now delicious?” 


“T prefer bugs.” 
‘“‘Earthworms taste bad.” 


My sisters that were completely snakes when born, their upper bodies have 
become cute girls. 


Their conversations are not cute at all though. 
I am also not just a snake anymore. 


I repeated shedding several times, and have obtained a human-like upper 
half. 





“Now, little sisters. It is time for the meal.” 


The meals of us little sisters are being brought by our older sisters (snake 
women). 


Mother-sama apparently doesn’t work. 
She is our pillar after all! 
There’s no father it seems. 


I tried asking once to my sister whether we have a father, and she told me 
with a scary face: “I recommend you don’t say that to Mother-sama’”’. 


There must be an underlying reason. 

Now then, food. 

I am a few months old. 

I have the hearty appetite of a growing child. 

We as the youngest children can apparently eat first, but... 


Mouse, frog, lizard, spider, hornworm, bird, crucian carp-looking fish, and 
there’s also a mountain of something that resembles nuts. 
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My sisters swarm it. 

(I wonder if this can be eaten...) 

For now, I choose some nuts and begin eating. 


But with only these, the nutrients will end up getting skewed. 


I had no choice but to look at the other things too... 


(Haaah...it is impossible.) 


Lamias don’t have the custom of using fire or spices. They normally just 
swallow their food whole. 


With a side glance at my sisters who are swallowing things like rats and 
frogs, I munch a small fish that seems edible. 


(Eh? The older sisters seem to be carrying something here.) 


They are carrying a heavy-looking something in what seems to be a jute 
bag. 


It seems like they are carrying it to Mother-sama. 
I have seen this before. They always carried the valuable food to mother. 
A few days ago, it was a big cow-like animal. 


“It was called a Minotauros! To defeat one, you would have to be as strong 
as Elder Sister-sama!”’ 


I remember my older sisters talking proudly about that. 


Elder Sister-sama is like a leader of ours, and is apparently the highest 
position after mother. 


The no.2 in our family. 
“Go ahead, Mother-sama.” 
They open the bag. 


(Geh!) 


What came out was a human. 


The person who is wearing what seems to be a metal armor was shouting 
something. 


I can’t understand his words. 
“Quite energetic.” 


Mother-sama coils around the human with her long body, and brushes his 
hair gently. 


The human’s face turns pale in fear and he is trembling. 
Mother-sama grins, and in the next instant, she ate him in one bite. 
(Aaaaaaaah...!!) 

I held my head. 


I was even wondering if in this world there’s only monsters, but it was a 
world where there’s humans. 


And it seems like we eat humans. 


“What do humans taste I wonder.”, “I heard they are tastier than monsters.”’, 
“The older sisters apparently have eaten some.”, “I am jealous.”, “I want to 
go hunt soon.” 


I could hear the innocent voices of my sisters. 
The contents of their conversation are scary though. 
“Haaah... It will be impossible to live together with humans, huh...” 


I thought that if there’s actually humans in this world, I could secretly sneak 
out and go to a human settlement. 


Cause you know, the food isn’t good! 


But judging from how scared the human was just now, and my mother who 
swallowed him whole... 


The chance of coexisting is despairingly low. 
“You look down there. What’s the matter?” 
Elder Sister-sama caught me while I was sighing. 


““N-No, it is just that I was thinking I would like to go out too sometime 
soon.” 


I answered with whatever came to mind. 


“Hmm, you were the one who hatched out the fastest within the little 
sisters, right? It is true that it is about time you girls also get your own 


prey.” 
Ooh! I can get out from here? 
We actually haven’t taken a step out of this nest yet. 


Our den is a dark place like a cave. It is plenty wide, but they said that the 
outside is dangerous, so we weren’t allowed outside. 


“Tomorrow will be your first outing. Tell your other sisters too.” 
Elder Sister-sama left with those words. 

Hm? I have to tell them all? 

What a pain. 

OO 

“Waah~, amazing.” 


“The outside 1s so bi~g.” 


The sisters are going kya kya. 

And me, I was dumbfounded. 
“Fuwaaaah...” 

Our den was a cave behind a big waterfall. 


The closer we got to the exit, the higher the sound of a massive amount of 
water coming down was heard. 


The sprays of water became mist and made the surroundings white and hard 
to see. 


If you tried to go through the waterfall, you would just get slammed down, 
SO we come out from a path at the side. 


“Niagara Falls?” 


I haven’t seen the actual thing, but the wall of water that covers a whole 
side of my vision reminded me of one of the largest waterfalls in my 
previous world. 


This giant waterfall created a big lake. 

To think there would be such a big underground lake! 
This is so amazing! 

“Hey! Don’t space out and come here already.” 


Hurried by an older sister, we were made to move without being given the 
time to enjoy the superb view. 


“This place is the hunting grounds of you girls.” 


The place the older sister pointed at was one of the lakes in an open space 
where the splashing water of the waterfall doesn’t reach. 
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“eee OSSSS. 
The sisters disperse wilfully. 


“Don’t go too far, okay?! The places with deep water have monsters, got 
it?!” 


‘Aren’t we monsters, too?’, is what I thought, but I didn’t say. 
I move around by hopping from one rock to another. 


I was wondering if there were any fishes, but because of the waterfall, the 
water is waving, and I can’t see the inside of the water properly. 


I look up, and the surroundings of this underground place have a massive 
waterfall falling endlessly. 


Moreover, on top of that, I could see the light of the sun coming in. 
Looks like up here is working as an atrium of sorts. 


I was spaced out watching the sunlight that it has been so long since I 
haven’t seen, and there I saw a shadow flying. 


A bird? 

The dark shadow was flying as if drawing a circle. 
“Oi! You girls! Come back!” 

I heard the agitated voice of the older sister. 

“Tt is a harpy!” 

Eh? 

The moment I thought that, it was too late. 


“Kiyaaaaaa!!” 


That thing raised a cry and lunged at us. 
The upper body was that of a woman, the lower was that of a bird monster. 
“Eh? Eeeeeeeh?!” 


By the time I noticed, I had been grabbed by the legs of the harpy and was 
being carried away. 


“Everyone, return quickly. That girl is already done for!” 
Eh?! Is she referring to me?! 

Wait, don’t give up, Onee-sama! 

“Hihihihihi!” 


The woman face bird body monster grabbing me warped her beautiful face 
into a disgusting grin, and was laughing. 


Damn it, she is looking down on me thinking I am a child. 
“Fi!” 

I forcefully wrench open the claws grabbing me. 

What, this monster is totally weak! 

“Eh?!” 

In the time the harpy was surprised, I wrapped around her body. 
And just like that, I constrict her. 

“G-Get off me!” 

Idioot, as if I would. 


We are falling down while entangled. 


We drop right into the water just like that. 
It was kind of rough there, but I managed to land safely. 
Okay, let’s run. 


I swim inside the water smoothly, and aim for the back of the waterfall 
where our den 1s. 


“Gyaaaaa!” 


I heard a scream from my back, and when I look back, the harpy of before 
was being eaten by a gigantic crocodile-like monster. 


(Eeeeeeeh?! What’s that?! Scary! There was something like that?) 
I hurried with everything I had and regrouped with my sisters. 


When I returned, everyone praised me for defeating a harpy in my first 
hunt. 


No, I am not happy at all! 


What’s with this wo~rld?! 


Chapter 32: Takatsuki Makoto 
arrives at the city of Laberintos 


We had an extravagant dinner in the Flying Ship, and Lucy and I got our 
own individual suite rooms. 


I would always sleep on the floor of the resting area in the guild. 
This is such a jump in luxury that I can’t calm down! 
“T can’t sleep.” (Makoto) 


I sobered up and couldn’t sleep, so I decided on catching a bit of the night 
breeze and went outside. 


The deck of the ship at night had no lights and was pitch black. 

I heard that it is because if they were to put lights, monsters might attack. 
There’s a number of guards keeping watch at the deck. 

They seem to be bird beastkin, but I wonder if they can see in the dark? 
Thanks for your hard work in your night shift! 

I lean over the handrail of the ship and look down from the ship. It was 
pitch black, and it makes me doubt whether we are actually flying in the 
sky. 

Without a city around, there’s no light. 


“It is different from Japan, right?” 


“Fuyji-yan, huh.” (Makoto) 

The one who appeared behind me was the owner of this ship. 
He has expensive looking wine in his hand. 

“How about we have a drink before sleeping?” (Fujiwara) 
“A little bit then.” (Makoto) 

Fuji-yan has completely taken a liking to alcohol. 


We sit directly on the deck, and pour the drink relying on the light of the 
moon. 


“In this world, the moon and stars are beautiful at night.” (Fujiwara) 
“In Tokyo, we couldn’t see any stars after all.” (Makoto) 


But even in this world, there were practically no chances to leisurely watch 
the stars. 


When thinking about that, I can tell that these kinds of moments are 
important. 


“But, in this world, this beautiful moon is said to be the sign of misfortune. 
What a mysterious thing.” (Fujiwara) 


“Moon magic isn’t popular after all.” (Makoto) 


From within the seven elements, Moon is said to rule over death and 
darkness. 


There wasn’t a single person taking lessons of moon magic in the temple. 


“Tt isn’t only that. The Moon Country of this continent, Raphloaig, has 
perished after all. As a cursed country.” (Fujiwara) 


“If I remember correctly, it was because a 1,000 years ago, they betrayed 
the humans and went to the demon’s side? According to history.” (Makoto) 


“The Moon Oracle at that time, dubbed as the Witch of Calamity, was 
apparently pulling the strings from the back.” (Fujiwara) 


“Because of that, no one uses moon magic.” (Makoto) 
Water magic is the weakest magic. 

Spirit magic is forgotten magic. 

Moon magic is detested magic. 

By the way, the strongest one is Sun magic. 

“Tam glad my skill wasn’t Moon Magic.” (Makoto) 
The darkness element is one I do admire a bit though. 


“T heard that the Moon Oracle has been subjugated by the Sun Knight Order 
recently.” (Fujiwara) 


“Eh? They go that far?” (Makoto) 


No matter how evil the past Moon Oracle was, there’s no sin with the 
current Oracle. 


“Lately the monsters have been increasing in numbers, and the talk about 
the revival of the Great Demon Lord, there’s a lot of ominous rumors. They 


must have wanted to relieve the uneasiness of the people.” (Fujiwara) 


“The one who is being used to achieve this ‘relief’ certainly doesn’t feel 
great about it.” (Makoto) 


While we were having this conversation, we were sipping the wine slowly. 


This wine is crazy easy to drink. 


It is completely different from the cheap wines at the food carts. 


“Strong monsters are appearing in Laberintos, and it is apparently getting 
heated up there, you know. Please be careful, Takki-dono.” (Fujiwara) 


“What’s difficult are the Mid Floor and below. I will be taking my time 
adventuring on the Upper Floor.” (Makoto) 


“Takki-dono, you act as if you are the safe thinker type, but do reckless 
things. It worries me.” (Fujiwara) 


“Really?” (Makoto) 


“Facing that giant alone wasn’t something I would consider sane-desu zo.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“Well, it had a good result.” (Makoto) 

“Please don’t be too reckless in Laberintos.” (Fujiwara) 

After saying this, we finished drinking our wine. 

Aah, I am a bit drunk. 

Wine has a higher percent of alcohol than ale, if I remember correctly. 
“By the way...” (Makoto) 


While pouring a second round, I tried asking something that I was 
wondering about. 


“How is it going with Nina-san and Chris-san?” (Makoto) 
“Pffft!” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan spurts out his wine. 


“That aloof Nina-san was pretty heated up when Chris-san was around. It is 
my first time meeting Chris-san, so I don’t know much about her, but it felt 


like she was pretty into you, Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 

“Well...the two certainly do hold good feelings towards me.” (Fujiwara) 
Ooh! So manly. 

He easily admitted it. 

“Thanks to my skill, I can’t even pretend I don’t notice.” (Fujiwara) 

With eyes gazing far away, he gulps down his wine in one go. 

“T see, a way too strong skill has its own downs, huh.” (Makoto) 

With a skill that can read their minds, you can’t become a dense character. 
“So, who do you like?” (Makoto) 


“Y-You are really pulling the topic here... They are both important friends- 
desu zo. How about you, Takki-dono? How is it with Lucy-dono?” 
(Fujiwara) 


“How?” (Makoto) 


“Fumu, because of my skill, I can understand your feelings, Takki-dono, so 
it is a bit boring.” (Fujiwara) 


“My condolences.” (Makoto) 

The wine has gotten slightly lukewarm. 
[Water Magic: Cooling] 

“That’s handy.” (Fujiwara) 

“Want me to cool it?” (Makoto) 


“No, I prefer it like this.” (Fujiwara) 


“T see.” (Makoto) 
We went silent and time passed like that. 


But looking at the moon reflected in the wine glass and enjoying a journey 
in the skies is pretty nice. 


“Takki-dono, I thought your relationship with Sasaki Aya-dono was good.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“Eh?” (Makoto) 

That was really out of nowhere. 

Sasaki Aya. 

One of the few friends I got along with in class. 
Right now it is a gone friend though. 

“No...it is nothing-desu zo. Sorry.” (Fujiwara) 


“Hmm, it is true that it would have been fun to drink with Sa-san in this 
way.” (Makoto) 


When I was gaming with Sa-san, she would often say that she wanted to go 
somewhere faraway. 


I didn’t think we would end up in a parallel world though. 
““... We have gone pretty far.” (Fujiwara) 
“,. Right.” (Makoto) 


In the end, we continued drinking into the night till we opened another 
bottle. 
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“We are here~.” 

Nina-san came to wake me up. 

My head hurts. 

But it has been a while since I have had that much fun. 

I stagger my way outside with my second consecutive hangover. 
Uuh, the sunlight is dazzling. 

“Makoto~, look look!!”’ (Lucy) 

“Uugh, I can only see forest and mountains though.” (Makoto) 


The landscape that could be seen from the Flying Ship is beautiful, but it is 
a sight of green going far and beyond. 


“Look there.” (Lucy) 
I glare at the place she is pointing at using [Farsight]. 
Aah, I certainly do see a small spec of what seems to be a city. 


“Ooh, that’s the Labyrinth City. Is this the first time you two go there?” 
(Fujiwara) 


“It is my first time. It is a city where all residents are adventurers, right?” 
(Makoto) 


“No, it isn’t. It is a city that’s related to the adventurers. The number of 
adventurers challenging Laberintos has increased, merchants that provide 
items and lodging to them gather, church members come to heal their 
wounds, and a branch of the Adventurer Guild was made in order to put that 
in order.” (Lucy) 


“It is currently the biggest Adventurer Guild in the Water Country, Rozes.” 
(Nina) 


For the adventurers of this continent, it is a dungeon that could be called the 
gate to success. 


The adventurer city that was naturally made at the entrance of the dungeon. 


“Let’s stop around here. We might be mistaken as monsters if we were to 
suddenly stop right on top of the city.” (Fujiwara) 


“Got it. Then, let’s get down.” (Makoto) 
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The Flying Ship was lowered at a place where we could see the entrance of 
the city. 


There’s a simple gate at the entrance. 

There’s no ramparts like in Makkaren. 

“Let’s show our faces at the guild.” (Makoto) 
“Right, we should get a lot of information.” (Lucy) 


“T see. I have a negotiation to make, so we will be going our separate 
ways.” (Fujiwara) 


“T will be serving as the bodyguard of Goshujin-sama.” (Nina) 
Fuji-yan and Nina-san will be working as merchants, huh. 


“Takki-dono, let’s meet at night at a place called Hero Bar. It is the biggest 
bar in the city, so I think you will be able to tell immediately.” (Fujiwara) 


“Got it. Then, later.” (Makoto) 
I wave my hand and we part with each other. 


Now then, let’s go! 


““Waaah, those clothes are cute.” (Lucy) 


Lucy looked around restlessly and checked out the goods of the street stalls 
as she spoke to me about it. 


“Oi, let’s search for the guild first.” (Makoto) 
“Eeh? Let’s tour around for a bit.” (Lucy) 


“You are an adventurer, right?!’, is what I wanted to retort with, but that’s 
what an unpopular man would say. 


Let’s act in a way that doesn’t sour the mood of Lucy. 


It is not like I am conscious about Fuji-yan who has been real popular 
lately. 


Luckily, we found the guild soon after arriving at the center of the city. 


In this city where there’s a lot of buildings, the Adventurer Guild was 
giving off an aura of its own. 


It is like a fortress. 
“So many people.” (Lucy) 
There were a lot of people inside. 


What’s prospering is the area where they assess the monsters that have been 
subjugated. 


They are close to the dungeon, so there must be a lot of monsters carried 
here. 


“Uhm, Takatsuki Makoto-san, Lucy Walker-san; a party of two, right? Both 
of you are Iron Rank.” 


The receptionist lady is good looking, but isn’t that amiable. 


Also, I feel like she is slightly tired. 

She must have a lot of work. 

“Yes, then, we have finished the registration to the Labyrinth City’s Guild. 
There’s no need to apply beforehand when going adventuring. You can 
freely explore Laberintos. Our guild will buy the hunted monsters. Do you 
have any questions?” 

“Tt is okay. How about you, Lucy?” (Makoto) 

“No problem! Now, let’s go, Makoto!” (Lucy) 

Lucy 1s pumped up. 


I am as well, to be honest. 


There’s adventurers here and there in this city, and the stores and weapon 
and armor stores are tailored to adventurers. The item stores and the food, 
there’s a lot of hearty dishes that would be to the liking of adventurers. 


Of course, there’s a lot of liquor too. 
There’s adventurers who are eating and drinking while talking loudly. 


Makkaren’s Adventurer Guild was lively as well, but this is a bit different 
from that. 


This one is like a festival. 

The air of a festival is wafting in the area. 

Even so... 

“Let’s search for a place to stay first.” (Makoto) 

“Eeh? We can do that later. Let’s check out the dungeon first!” (Lucy) 


“Oi 01, without any plans...?” (Makoto) 


“Yoo, girl. That’s one exciting outfit you got there.” 


“If you want to go to the dungeon, you don’t need to go with that brat, we 
can bring you there.” 


“How much for one night?” 
Disgusting voices were coming from our back. 


When I turn around, I see wild-looking adventurers standing there and 
grinning. 


Aah, because I have been together with Lucy-san often, I forgot about it 
but...Lucy-san wears thinly, so she stands out. 


We’ ve got some troublemakers on us. 


Chapter 33: Takatsuki Makoto 
challenges Laberintos (first day) 


“Oi, answer here, elf girly.” 

“You have quite the stimulating outfit there.” 

“Boy, Laberintos is still too soon for you. Go back to mommy.” 
Troublemakers got us. 

There’s more than 10,000 adventurers in this city. 

Of course, there will be bad natured people too. 


Lucas-san told me that ‘a party of youngsters like you guys will definitely 
get caught by them’. 


Now that I think about it, the adventurers of Makkaren were all good 
people. 


To the point that they even gave me a weird nickname. 

Anyways, the way to deal with this kind of situation 1s to not appear weak. 
I am an Iron Rank adventurer. 

Let’s act confident. 


I was about to speak back to him, so I set my [Clear Mind] to 99% and 
breath in deeply. 


“Huh? What are you saying?! We are the adventurers that subjugated a 
Griffon in Makkaren, you know?! I am not interested in weaklings like you 
guys! Scram, shoo shoo!” (Lucy) 

“O-O1, Lucy.” (Makoto) 

Lucy is dependable at these kinds of times. 

Her attitude is bigger than anyone else’s. 

But you were a bit too confrontational there. 

“Huuuh?” 

The stern faced man that was at the front frowned. 

He unsheathed the sword on his waist. 

Oi 01, aren’t you a bit too short-circuited there? 

“Who are you calling a weakling? Huuh?” 

“You guys, a griffon? Make a better lie.” 

“What energetic brats.” 

The hoodlums grin as they surround us. 

The guild begins to grow noisy. 

The guild staff members will most likely come stop this after a while. 

I feel like if that happens, we will be looked down on from then on though. 
The other side seems to not be so stupid as to suddenly come attacking us. 


They probably couldn’t back down after being talked back by conceited 
young adventurers. 


I take one step forward in order to protect Lucy. 

The unsheathed sword in front of me is shining. 

How dangerous. 

“That’s quite the nice sword you have there.” (Makoto) 


“Ha! Of course it is. This is something that I bought in the best weapon 
shop of the Sun Country, Highland, and—” 


The hoodlum was doing what they do best and began chattering on... 
I unsheathed my dagger, and... 

“Urya” (Makoto) 

*Clang* 

Cut it. 

I managed to cut it clean like butter. 

A nice clanging sound was made as the blade dropped to the ground. 


Due to my experience the other day cutting off the finger of the Giant God, 
the sharpness of this dagger has been proven, but... 


“This really is one crazy sharpness”’, is what I mutter. 
“Aaaah!! My mythril magic sword!” 

The hoodlum adventurer screamed. 

Geh, made from mythril? 

I really have done something bad there. 


Weapons made from mythril are crazy expensive. 


But the ones at fault are them who tried to cause trouble with us. 
I will be taking the high ground here. 


“That’s one bad quality sword you are using there. Being cut by a dagger 
like this, I am impressed that you can talk it up that much.” (Makoto) 


I say this with a condescending tone. 

“Y-You...” 

“You are the ones who came at us first. We are the disciples of Lucas 
Darmoa from Makkaren. Picking a fight with us means you are picking a 
fight with Lucas.” (Makoto) 

“Geh, the Dragon Slayer Lucas...?” 

Being the disciple of Lucas is a lie. 

He is a swordsman and I am a mage after all. 


Lucas-san apparently has quite the name for himself in Laberintos. 


He told me that it is okay to use his name if we got in trouble with hoodlum 
adventurers. 


“Tch! Oi, you guys, let’s go.” 

“Shit.” 

The hoodlums left. 

Ooh, Lucas-san’s name is pretty effective. 

Haah, that got me quite nervous. 

“Makoto, you were Lucas-san’s disciple?” (Lucy) 


Speaking as if nothing happened. 


Whose fault do you think it was that things ended up escalating that much? 
“T will explain later. Let’s go.” (Makoto) 

“Eh? Wait, don’t pull me.” (Lucy) 

I left the Adventurer Guild with Lucy. 
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“T see, so Lucas-san was that famous of a person.” (Lucy) 


“The Dragon Slayer Lucas is apparently a name that any adventurer of a 
decade ago knows.” (Makoto) 


“Tt is true that Lucas-san had a lot of dragon subjugation requests.” (Lucy) 
It reminds me of the many heroic stories of his in the Makkaren stalls. 
“Then, let’s explore the dungeon for a bit. Lightly, okay?” (Makoto) 
“Okay! This is exciting!” (Lucy) 

We head to the giant dungeon entrance that is deep in the city. 


The entrance of Laberintos has an adventurer guild receptionist counting 
the people entering. 


In Laberintos where missing people is like a daily occurrence, the guild has 
to check the entrance and exit of people. 


It feels like an amusement park. 
We told the receptionist that we would be doing a daylight adventure. 


With this, if we were to not return by evening, we would be placed in the 
Adventurer Guild’s missing people list. 


“Hey, Makoto, which one do you want to go to?” (Lucy) 


“Hmm, right...” (Makoto) 


I look at the Map of Laberintos (Upper) that we bought at the guild, and 
think. 


Honestly speaking, the Upper Floor has been explored to dead, so there’s 
practically no unexplored area. 


[Where will you go?] 

Left: Green Cave — 

Middle: Water Cave 

Right: Fire Cave 

“Oh, it has been a while”, RPG Player skill. 

“Did you say something?” (Lucy) 

“No, it is nothing. Then, let’s go to the Water Cave.” (Makoto) 
“Well, I figured that would be the case with you, Makoto.” (Lucy) 
The giant dungeon’s (cave) entrance was divided in three. 

I chose the one that fit me the most from within those. 


Just as the name states, the Water Cave has streams and canals at the sides 
of the road. 


The source of that water is the water that’s coming out from the walls in the 
whole cave. 


Thus, Water Cave. 


“Because of the neverending stream of water, the walls of the dungeon have 
weakened and are brittle. That’s why it is weak to strong impacts, so we 
can’t use your Meteor Fall, Lucy.” (Makoto) 


“Eh?! Really?” (Lucy) 
“You didn’t listen to the explanation of Mary-san...?”” (Makoto) 
I sigh. 


“The monsters in the Upper Floor are weak after all. I don’t think there will 
be a problem.” (Lucy) 


“But there’s Minotaurs. Those are High Class, right?” (Makoto) 


“The Minotaur protects the stairs going down to the Mid Floor. As if 
gauging the adventurers heading to the Mid Floor.” (Lucy) 


“Hmm.” (Makoto) 

There’s puddles of water of varying sizes formed at our feet. 

We step on them making splashing sounds as we move forward. 
“Hey there, beginning now?” 

“Hello, going back now?” (Makoto) 

In our way, a party returning called out to us. 

I could see adventurers here and there as well. 

As expected of the dungeon that prospers the most in the continent. 


I have heard that there’s also brave spirited merchants that open shop inside 
the dungeon. 


By the way, the goods apparently cost 10 times more than outside. 
“Monsters have been getting active lately. Be careful.” 


“Ts it signs of the Great Demon Lord reviving?” (Makoto) 


“Don’t say scary stuff like that.” 

“Okay, thank you for the advice.” (Makoto) 

I wave my hand and give my thanks. 

OO 

“Hoop.” (Makoto) 

I creeped my way to the back of a kobold that was wandering the dungeon. 


Then created mist to take away its vision, and erased my footsteps with 
[Stealth]. 


Finishing it with the dagger of the Goddess. 

“T am done, Lucy.” (Makoto) 

“This isn’t any different from the goblin hunting.” (Lucy) 
Lucy pouts her lips in discontent. 


The only things coming out are things like slimes, goblins, and weaklings 
of different types. 
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“Well, with enemies of this level, there’s no need to use the magic of Lucy.’ 
(Makoto) 


“That’s true, but...” (Lucy) 
Well, yeah, it is a bit of a letdown. 


The dungeon is big, so there’s a variety of monsters, but... with this, the 
Demonic Forest offered a better fight. 


“Gyaaaaaa!!” 


A scream reverberated in the place. 


“Lucy!!” (Makoto) 

“Let’s go, Makoto!” (Lucy) 

“No, we are not going.” (Makoto) 

What’s she saying? 

“Tt is okay to not go.” (Makoto) 

“Eeh~? We are not going to go save them?” (Lucy) 


“IT confirmed with my [Detection] skill. Even if we don’t do anything, they 
will come to us. Begin chanting. A large scale Stone Bullet.” (Makoto) 


“Got it!” (Lucy) 

The Detection skill is ringing loudly in my head. 
(This sound is from a High Class monster.) (Makoto) 
The Upper Floor of the Grand Labyrinth, Laberintos. 
A floor that normally only has weaklings. 

But there’s only one type that’s a High Class monster. 
“Tt is here!” (Makoto) 

“A Minotaur!” (Lucy) 

The gatekeeper of the Upper Floor showed up. 

A battle axe in both hands. 

Only one. 


“Wasn’t it supposed to be deep in the dungeon only?!” (Lucy) 


“Must be a stray. Or maybe the result of the monsters growing active.” 
(Makoto) 


I take a stance with the dagger of the Goddess as if praying. 
It has gotten Grand Labyrinth-like. 


I watch the Minotaur approach, as blue lights circle around the area... 


Chapter 34: Takatsuki Makoto 
fights the Minotaur 


The Minotaur is around 5 meters tall. 

It is as big as the Big Ogre of before, huh. 

The battle axe that it is holding in its hands is dyed in blood. 
I wonder if the one who screamed managed to run away... 
“Ma-Makoto, w-will it be okay?” (Lucy) 

Lucy is already scared. 


“Since I have the chance here, let’s test out the Spirit Magic that has gotten 
stronger.” (Makoto) 


I take a stance with my dagger and look around. 


With the RPG Player perspective, I could see that there were a countless 
amount of blue lights around. 


Yup, there’s a whole lot. 

“Hello there, Spirit-sans’’, I call them. 

It hasn’t been long since I have met the Spirits of Laberintos. 
I gotta give my greetings in an energetic manner. 


“Want to play for a bit?” (Makoto) 


I could feel the attention of the Spirits gathering onto me. 
Looks like the Spirits of Laberintos are pretty cooperative. 


“H-Hey! The Minotaur is already pretty close, you know?! [Stone Bullet]!” 
(Lucy) 


Lucy released her magic while letting out an agitated voice. 


The rock that was shot approached the Minotaur at high speed and hit him, 
the rock crumbling into pieces. 


But...it doesn’t seem like it was too effective. 
“N-No way.” (Lucy) 


Lucy mutters, but it was a rock that was far smaller than the usual one she 
makes when doing Meteor Fall. 


She lowered the output way too much. 
““Gwo0000000000!”’ 


The Minotaur howls in anger, and with battle axe overhead, it rushes 
towards us. 


We might get our heads opened by the battle axe in a few seconds. 
“Hey, Makoto!” (Lucy) 

Lucy was in tears. 

It should be about time. 

“| Water Magic: Grand Water Chamber].” (Makoto) 

“Gwo?” 


Water begins to gush out with my feet at the center of it. 


The whole corridor was filled with water in an instant, only covering this 
corridor alone without gushing outside of it. The Minotaur, Lucy, and I 
were now underwater. 


“Hnnn! Hnnnn!!” (Lucy) 

Ah, crap. 

Lucy can’t use [Underwater Breathing]. 

I hurriedly held her hand. 

With this, the effect of the magic should be shared onto her. 
“Guo! Glub! Gag!” 

The Minotaur was struggling to escape from the water-filled chamber. 
Well, that’s gonna be impossible though. 

[Water Magic: Water Current]. 

“Hoi hoi.” (Makoto) 

I spin my finger. 


I create a whirlwind like a washing machine, and the Minotaur is made to 
spin inside it. 


The giant monster had its eyes spin, and just like that, it turned silent. 
I get rid of the water called, and give my thanks to the Spirits. 
“Haah...Haaah...” (Lucy) 

Lucy was out of breath. 


Even if we used Underwater Breathing magic, I must have surprised her by 
suddenly throwing her into water, huh. 


“T-I’m sorry. Are you okay?” (Makoto) 


“I’m okay... Hey, that was amazing! That was High Grade magic, right?” 
(Lucy) 


“Yeah, it went well.” (Makoto) 

“What’s going on?! You can use High Magic now?” (Lucy) 

“No, I had the Spirits help me out. The Spirits apparently have infinite 
mana, so it seems like that level of magic is a piece of cake for them. It is 
problematic that they can’t deal with fine control though.” (Makoto) 
Thanks to that, Lucy and I were caught up in it. 

“By the way, what should we do about this guy?” (Makoto) 

I look down at the Minotaur we defeated. 

It is a big one we managed to defeat after all. 

“We can’t carry it, huh.” (Lucy) 

“Tt is at times like this when I would like storage magic.” (Makoto) 
Fuji-yan not being here is regretful. 

“Oi, you guys. You defeated the Minotaur?!” 

““Y-You saved us...” 

“Thank you, thank you!” 

Adventurers who were in tatters came out. 

The people who were screaming before maybe? 


According to what they said, in the time they were running away from it, 
the Minotaur saw Lucy and changed targets to her. 


Did it react to her red hair? 

“Lucy, you are really loved by monsters.” (Makoto) 

“That doesn’t make me happy at all...” (Lucy) 

“Hey, if you are troubled with carrying this monster, we will help you.” 
Ooh! That would really help us out. 


While we did that, they taught us a variety of things about Laberintos on 
our way back. 


“So, it has been half a year since you guys came to Laberintos?” (Makoto) 


“Yeah, we became fresh Iron Ranks, so we were slowly training in the 
Upper Floor.” 


“But the monsters have been growing active lately.” (Makoto) 
“Yeah, the situation is a bit strange.” 

“Rumors say that a Taboo Dragon has appeared in the Lower Floor.” 
“Taboo Dragon?” (Makoto) 


“An abominable dragon. A type of evil dragon that served the Great Demon 
Lord 1,000 years ago. It releases miasma from its body, and spits out curses 
from its mouth. I heard that they suck your life if you get close to it. Did it 
really appear?” (Lucy) 


Lucy explained to me. 


“It has nothing to do with intermediate adventurers like us, so we don’t 
know in detail.” 


“But you guys are impressive. Easily defeating a Minotaur with just the two 
of you.” 


“Silver Rank? Could it be that you are Gold, at that young of an age?” 
“No no, we are also Iron Rank.” (Makoto) 

“Hoh! Then, your futures are bright!” 

We had an energetic conversation as we returned to the exit. 


There, we told the guild staff member that we have returned, and passed 
them the monster. 


The assessment result of the defeated monster will be told to us later at the 
guild it seems. 


More importantly, there’s something that bothered me. 

“Tt is kind of noisy.” (Makoto) 

“Did something happen?” (Lucy) 

“Aah, it seems like the Highland Army from the Sun Country has come.” 
The person of the guild told me. 


“T see. If it is the Sun Country, that must mean the Sun Knight Order, the 
Sunshine Knights?” (Makoto) 


“Maybe it really is to subjugate the Taboo Dragon?” (Lucy) 

“But what’s with the army getting involved in a city of adventurers?” 
“Moreover, from a different country.” 

Looks like the adventurers who came with us were also interested. 
“Let’s go check it out.” (Makoto) 


“Let’s go!” (Lucy) 


We head back to the gates of the city. 
OO 
“So this is the Sun Knight Order, huh...” (Makoto) 


The forest around the area of the city’s gate had been lumbered, and had 
become the camp of the army. 


There were many tents there. 


Around the area there were horses and wyverns slightly further away and 
tied up. 


It is called a Knight Order, but there’s knights, warriors, archers, mages, 
priests, and many other jobs, making it a giant party of sorts. 


At their chest there’s a crest of a big sun with a phoenix shining. 
They all look strong. 


The people of the adventurer city seem to be interested in it as well, the 
onlookers are increasing more and more. 


“Kyaaa! Look, it is the Light Hero-sama!” 

“Aah, so gallant...” 

The female adventurers raise cheers. 

“Wow! That’s the Light Hero! This is the first time I see him!” (Lucy) 
Lucy seems to be merry too. 


I don’t really know how to feel here. 


The person there is my classmate here that I separated from | year and a 
half ago, Sakurai-kun. 


At his side there’s a classmate of mine too, Yokoyama-san. 
Hm? Wasn’t there one other? 


They are wearing equipment several times better-looking and expensive- 
looking than that of the people around. 


It is not like I am jealous, okay? 


Don’t tell me this is the good meeting you were talking about, Goddess- 
sama. 


Chapter 35: Sasaki Aya gets used to 
the life in the dungeon 


“Haaah...” 
The next day a struggle to the death with a harpy had unfolded... 


It seems like they thought I could become a fighting force, so I was brought 
together with Elder Sister-sama and the others. 


This uses quite the amount of nerves. 

There’s a whole lot of dangerous monsters outside the den after all! 
seeeThat’s impressive.” 

My sisters of the same age were looking at me with eyes of respect. 
No, I am not happy at all about this though! 


It seems like I am stronger compared to your regular Lamia. 


Mother-sama said: “Your Status is quite higher compared to that of the 
other girls”. 


What is Status? 
It seems like Mother-sama sees something. 


And so, it has been day after day of my older sisters training me in hunting. 


After finishing the hunting, I would watch the big waterfall in my free time 
from the opening at the back of it. 


A bit of the sunlight can come in from there. 
It calms my heart down better than our dark lair. 


Moreover, the magnificent scenery and the explosive sound of the water 
blows away the hazy feeling in me. 


A loud splashing sound was made, and when I checked, a giant snake was 
showing its head out from the water. 


Sea Serpent. 

Why is a Sea Serpent in a lake?! 

I won’t throw such an unrefined retort. 
This is a fantasy world. 


By the way, Sea Serpents and Lamias are brethren snakes, so we are not 
hostile to each other. 


But that’s rare, and the inside of the dungeon basically has enemies all over 
the place. 


Arachnes, Harpies, Lizardmen, Orcs, Ogres; this underground area seems to 
be the resting place of monsters. There’s many monsters having turf wars. 


The ones who have a specially bad relationship with us are the harpies. 


They are the same as us, half-human half-monster, so I think it should be 
fine to get along with each other though. 


But apparently their Mother-sama and our Mother-sama have a relationship 
of dogs and monkeys. 


“It is the kind of world that Takatsuki-kun would like...” 


I remembered the game-loving classmate of mine. 

He loved RPG Games to an excessive extent. 

If he came to this world, he would definitely be extremely happy. 
“Gyaaaaaa.” 

I heard a scream. 

Ah, a goblin was dragged in by the Sea Serpent. 

This is pretty bloody for being a fantasy. 

Haah... 

Let’s return to our lair. 

OO 

“Human transformation magic?” 

A few months after. 

At the time when my sisters began to hunt together with me as well. 
I heard an interesting piece of information from my older sisters. 
No, you could even call it good news. 


“When we hunt humans, there’s times when if we were to fight them 
upfront, we would just end up being defeated ourselves. Their strengths 
vary after all. There’s weak humans, but there’s also outrageously strong 
ones as well.” 


Fumu fumu. 


“And so, we use Human Transformation Magic to trick them. Just like 
this.” 


Older sister muttered something that had complicated intonation, and in the 
blink of an eye, a beauty of pristine skin appeared. 


Ooooooh!! 

Amazing! 

She has actual legs, and I can’t see any snake elements in her. 
By the way, she is completely naked. 


“When transforming into humans, we should wrap ourselves in cloth. If we 
aren’t wearing anything, we would surprise them after all.” 


‘Of course they would!’, is what I thought, but my sisters were all going 
“““T see~’””’ and were amazed by this. 


This is the gap between races, huh... 

But, couldn’t I use this?! 

If I master Human Transformation Magic... 
“You are good at this.” 

Elder Sister-sama says this impressed. 


My sisters were having a hard time doing the Human Transformation 
Magic, but I easily succeeded. 


“Tt is hard to imagine a human...” 

“We haven’t seen one properly after all~.” 
“How do you stand up?” 

I ended up in charge of teaching my sisters. 


Well, I was a former human after all. 


I can only thank my previous life. 

No, I would have liked to be human in my current life as well though... 
“Then, how about you join the human hunting soon?” 

When Elder Sister-sama told me this, I got flustered. 


“‘N-No, I actually had a time when I was attacked by a human outside, and I 
am scared...” 


This is a lie. 
I am allowed to go outside alone, so I can make lies like this. 
I actually haven’t met a human. 


The only times I see them are the times when my older sisters catch them 
every now and then. 


(I don’t really want to become a monster that attacks humans...) 
I don’t have the courage. 


The coexistence with humans that I had given up once is beginning to show 
some light of hope. 


If I use the Human Transformation Magic, I am simply a fair-skinned girl. 
I can live in human settlements with that! 


Human Transformation Magic has a time limit, and when this thing called 
Mana runs out, it undoes itself. 


Just that, my Stats are higher than that of my other sisters apparently. 
I am sure it will last long. 


Isn’t this my chance? 


I decided to secretly look for a chance to escape. 
The next problem would be the language barrier. 
I don’t understand the words of the humans in this world. 


When I was racking my brain to think of a way to deal with this, my older 
sisters once again resolved it for me. 


“Here, a book that can let you learn the language of humans.” 
There’s even something like that?! 


Is what I thought, but in order to trick humans, you obviously need to know 
their language, huh. 


“Please help me. I will do anything you want to repay you’. As long as you 
can say this, you can deceive most human men.” 


“T-I see...” 

Men are easy to understand... 

Yeah, but that’s just how it works. 

My objective is to live in a city, so of course I studied the human language. 


9999 


My sisters were going ““““So weird~ 
behaviour. 


and were in wonder at my 


Sorry, I am going to be leaving home, my sisters. 
My hunting ability has been increasing smoothly. 


It seems like I have some sort of weird power, so when I charge strength 
before running, I can go at around twice the speed of my sisters. 


‘“Tou!’, when I jump, I can jump once more in mid-air. 


‘Orya!’ I clenched my fist, and when I punched after charging it for a bit, a 
harpy was sent flying away around 100 meters. 


“What’s with that power of yours.” 

My older sisters were wondering about this. 

It seems like these aren’t abilities of Lamias. 

“Those must be what’s called Skills’, is what Mother-sama taught us. 
Mother-sama knows everything. 

As expected of someone who has lived for more than 300 years! 
That’s right, Mother-sama is 300 years old. 

Her presence is just different. 


No matter how strong they say I am, I am a weakling compared to Mother- 
sama. 


Oops, I went out of topic there. 
“What are Skills?” 


“There’s times when monsters are born with strange abilities. Humans also 
have them. It is best if you don’t get involved with humans who have strong 
skills.” 


Ooh! That sounds like important information. 

These abilities are called Skills, huh. 

And humans also have them. 

Is it because I was a former human that I have them? 


Oh well, that’s fine. 


Thanks to that, I can be peerless among the neighboring monsters. 


“Since the time you were born, the children have gotten attacked less. Nice 
girl.” 


I was praised. 

This world is ruled by the law of the jungle. 

It is no exaggeration. Weak monsters are eaten. 

We Lamias are not weak monsters, but we are by no means the strongest. 


There’s apparently a mountain of monsters who are stronger than us 
Lamias. 


That’s why we as family have to unite as one. 

Mother-sama, Elder Sister-sama, and the Older Sisters said this. 
We sisters nodded at this. 

(Sorry, but I will be leaving.) 

I lowered my head to my family inside my mind. 

At first I was paralyzed in fear. 

I resented God, questioning: Why was I reborn as a snake? 


But after living with them for a while, I learned that I am from the Lamia 
race, a race that cares for their own family. 


There are times when it is hard to live in this dungeon, but we managed to 
keep living on by helping each other out. 


I am glad I was reborn into this race. 


(I want to repay them as much as possible.) 


“Oryaa!”’ 
I killed a Giant Lizard that was attacking my sisters with one punch. 
“Hya!” 


I made the harpy flock, that my older sisters were having trouble fighting 
against, run away. 


“Crush!” 

I threw a giant boulder towards the Arachnes that attacked us. 
“You are really strong.” 

“T want to quickly become strong too.” 

“Even though you eat so little.” 

Not only my sisters, but even my older sisters began to rely on me. 
By the time I noticed, I was now the No.3 in the family. 

I probably let it get to my head. 

I didn’t notice. 


The fact that, at some point in time, Elder Sister-sama was looking at me 
with eyes of envy. 


Chapter 36: Labyrinth’s Bar 


“Hey, why are we leaving? Aren’t they your acquaintances? Won’t you 
meet and talk to them?” (Lucy) 


“We are not that close. I think they have already forgotten about me.” 
(Makoto) 


“Really?” (Lucy) 

“Yeah.” (Makoto) 

We left the place of the Sunshine Knights with quick feet. 

It is true that I am not that acquainted with the Light Hero, Sakurai Kun. 
But close by, I saw the face of someone I didn’t like. 

The Water Oracle, Sofia Rozes. 

The woman that glanced at me once and decided that I have no talent. 


But to think that even the princess of the Water Country Rozes would come 
as well. 


Looks like it must be a fairly big matter. 


“Hey hey, did you see? That was quite the gathering of big shots, wasn’t it? 
There was even the princess!” (Lucy) 


“,. Right.” (Makoto) 


“You are not giving a good reaction there. The one in the number one spot 
to inherit the throne of the Sun Country, Princess Noel. She had quite the 
aura.” (Lucy) 

“Eh? There was someone like that?” (Makoto) 

“What are you saying?! She stood out a lot!” (Lucy) 

Hooh. I had my eyes taken by the Water Oracle. 


Now that she mentions it, there was an extravagantly dressed woman close 
to her. 


But why are there two princesses in this small city? 


“Well, that’s fine. It doesn’t have anything to do with us. Let’s go to the bar 
we are supposed to meet up in!” (Lucy) 


“Before that, let’s go to the guild and turn the Minotaur into money.” 
(Makoto) 


“Leave that for later! I am hungry!” (Lucy) 

“Alright alright, got it.” (Makoto) 

I am also in the mood for a drink. 

Let’s meet up with Fuji-yan. 

OO 

We soon found the Hero Bar. 

Rather than calling it a bar, 1t was more of a gigantic beer garden. 
There are tables and chairs here and they are set in an open-space. 


What a rough bar. 


There’s adventurers drinking around the place. 

Maybe there’s not enough chairs, some are sitting on the ground. 
It is a festival, this is the venue of a festival. 

“Takatsuki-sama~! Lucy-sama~! Over here~!” 


Nina-san was hopping up and down with her long ears shaking to the sides 
as she waved her hand. 


“T heard you defeated a Minotaur already! As expected of you guys-desu 
zo!” (Fujiwara) 


There was already a mountain of food placed on the table Fuji-yan was 
sitting in. 


“The speed you get your information, as impressive as ever.” (Makoto) 
““Waah, this is delicious!” (Lucy) 

Lucy is munching on a giant bread and bacon. 

I ordered ale and took a seat. 

“What were you doing, Fuji-yan?” (Makoto) 
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“T was negotiating a fixed schedule for the travels of the Flying Ship.’ 
(Fujiwara) 


“T see. Did it go well?” (Makoto) 


“No problems-desu zo. First I plan on connecting Makkaren, then 
Laberintos, the Water Country’s capital, and then the Sun Country’s 
capital.” (Fujiwara) 


“Makkaren seems to be out of place within those.” (Lucy) 


Lucy really says things straight. 


“It was the strong push of Christiana-dono.” (Fujiwara) 
“Can’t go against your sponsor, huh.” (Makoto) 
Must be rough. 
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“Ah, by the way, I heard that Sakurai-dono has come to this city-desu zo.’ 
(Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan says that while munching on a big boned piece of meat. 
“T saw him just now. He had an expensive-looking armor.” (Makoto) 


“Ooh! The rumoured Light Hero-sama?! Takatsuki-sama and Goshujin- 
sama are acquainted with him, right?!’ (Nina) 


Even Nina-san has her eyes glittering. 
Does everyone like heroes that much? 


“Takki-dono, it is true that a hero 1s a skill that’s popular among people, but 
Sakurai-dono is famous because he is the Light Hero-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


“Ts it different from the other heroes?” (Makoto) 

I drink the ale that has become slightly lukewarm as I ask this. 

“Makoto, are you seriously saying that?” (Lucy) 

“Takatsuki-sama, that’s a bit too lacking in common knowledge.” (Nina) 
The two girls retorted. 

Huh? I am the weird one? 


“The ones who hold the Skill of Hero are normally affiliated under the 
country. The Glacial Hero of the Water Country, Rozes; the Blaze Hero of 
the Fire Country Great Keith; and the Wind Tree Hero of the Wood 
Country, Spring Log; are the famous ones.” (Fujiwara) 


“There’s in general at least one person with the Skill of Hero in each nation, 
and they receive the highest of treatments.” (Lucy) 


“T see. That’s envying.” (Makoto) 

So unfair. 

“But you see, there has only been one Light Hero until now.” (Nina) 
“Hm?” (Makoto) 

Really? 

I thought it was a famous Skill. 

It is a Skill even I know. 


“The Savior Abel. The Skill only he had. That’s the Light Hero-desu zo.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“Now he is the second.” (Nina) 


“Makoto, no one has had the Light Hero Skill in 1,000 years since Savior 
Abel-sama.” (Lucy) 


“Huuh...I see.” (Makoto) 

No wonder he is gathering attention. 

No one has had it for 1,000 years. 

Moreover, the Skill of the person that saved the world. 


“At the time when we came to this world, the ownership of the Light Hero 
was apparently claimed by the Water Country. They were the first ones to 
shelter him after all. And so, they say that the Sun Country put pressure on 
them and stole him away.” (Fujiwara) 


“Hoh, something like that happened at the back, huh.” (Makoto) 


I didn’t know. 

“T am surprised you know something like that, Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 

“It is something I learned after becoming a merchant-desu zo. In exchange 
for giving up the Sun Hero, the Water Country Rozes apparently gained the 
right to freely scout the remaining otherworldlers.” (Fujiwara) 

And the one in charge of that was the Water Oracle, huh. 

She certainly was looking at us pretty intently. 


“Thanks to that, the Lightning Hero has had his standing worsen.” (Lucy) 


“Right now, the Hero Sakurai-sama is engaged with Princess Noel after 
all.” (Nina) 


“Eh? Seriously?” (Makoto) 
That’s what’s been happening with Sakurai-kun? 


“Moreover, there’s rumors that the Water Oracle, Sofia-sama, is also 
engaged with him.” (Lucy) 


“Huh?” (Makoto) 

What’s that? 

Meaning that he has the princesses of 2 countries after him? 

I now know the reason there’s 2 princesses at a place like this. 

“Ha! The main character of this world is Sakurai-kun, I see.” (Makoto) 
I gulped down my second mug of ale. 

“Tt is not all sunshine and rainbows-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan says with a bitter smile. 


“T heard that the Highland Princes are aiming for his life. That’s just rumors 
though.” (Nina) 


“Well, if you get the position of king taken away by a guy that suddenly 
appeared...” (Lucy) 


“Aah, I see. Of course there would be a lot of political strife.” (Makoto) 


“Our classmates Yokoyama-shi and Kawamoto-shi seem to be having it 
hard too.” (Fujiwara) 


The girls around Sakurai-kun, huh. 
With their rivals being princesses, 1t must be rough. 


“There’s rumors that the Taboo Dragon subjugation is part of a conspiracy 
by the Anti-Light Hero faction.” (Fujiwara) 


“Where did you hear that rumor?” (Lucy) 
“Fuji-yan gets information way too fast.” (Makoto) 
It is a shocking information network. 


After that, we talked about how we fought the Minotaur in the Water 
Dungeon. 


How in the past Nina-san had gone to the Mid Floor of Laberintos. 


The fact that the Hero Bar actually purchases a massive amount of liquor 
from the Fujiwara Store. 


We were caught in the atmosphere of the surroundings and drank a whole 
lot. 


OO 


Maybe I drank too much?, is what I thought as I sipped on my water, and 
then... 


“Ts this seat free?” 

That man appeared out of nowhere like the wind. 

A refreshing voice like a wind chime. 

ia) aa 

Lucy and Nina-san had their eyes wide in shock. 
“This 1s surprising”, Fuji-yan said. 

“We were talking about you just now”, is what I said. 
“It has been a while, Takatsuki-kun, Fujiwara-kun.” 


The one who appeared was the target of attention from the whole continent, 
the Light Hero, Sakurai Ryosuke. 


Chapter 37: Sakurai-kun doesn’t 
change 


“Tt has been a while.” 
Sakurai-kun takes a seat without waiting for our approval. 


His attire is different from the one of before, simple clothing that looks like 
that of a commoner. 


But clothes that don’t have a single spec of dust or wrinkles stick out like a 
sore thumb in this bar with a lot of dirty adventurers. 


“L-Light Her—Megh?!” (Lucy) 

Lucy was about to shout out loud, so I hurriedly covered her mouth. 
“‘N-Nice to meet you... [am honored to be able to meet you.” (Nina) 
Nina-san 1s letting out a rare nervous voice. 

“T am surprised you could tell that we were here.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan speaks out the natural question. 


“T had a report that the Fujiwara Store had given us Knight Order a great 
amount of supplies, you see.” (Sakurai) 


“Fuji-yan, you were even doing something like that?” (Makoto) 


“It was simply a bribe. The Sun Knight Order 1s the largest army of the 
continent. There’s no loss in getting along with them.” (Fujiwara) 


Is ‘bribe’ something you say while laughing? 
I wonder if Fuji-yan seriously is the same age as me. 


“There’re many members who are big fans of the whisky of Makkaren. This 
contribution is greatly appreciated.” (Sakurai) 


Sakurai-kun says with a refreshing smile. 

“To think even Takatsuki-kun is here. I am glad I made the time.” (Sakura1) 
“Y-Yeah, it has been a while. You are looking good.” (Makoto) 

He is slapping my shoulder like an american, celebrating our reunion. 

Each gesture of his really stands out. 

He really hasn’t changed at all. 

“T heard that you came here to subjugate a Taboo Dragon?” (Makoto) 


“That’s right. They pushed a troublesome job to me just because I am a 
newbie knight.” (Sakurai) 


The Light Hero says this with a slightly troubled expression. 
“It should be easy for you, Sakurai-kun, right?” (Makoto) 


“That’s not true. I just arrived today. Right! If you know Laberintos well, 
Takatsuki-kun, will you guide us?” (Sakurai) 


“Alright! We will do i—MGH?!” (Lucy) 
Lucy was about to make a mistake here, so I once again covered her mouth. 


“We just arrived today as well. I am sorry, but I don’t think we will be of 
help.” (Makoto) 


“T see, that’s a shame.” (Sakurai) 


There’s no way he was seriously asking for us to guide him, right? 


After that, we listened to the stories about his pains as a hero which Fuji- 
yan pulled out from him with his speaking ability. 


It was for around 15 minutes, I think. 


At the end, ‘I have some other business, so see you later’, is what he said 
and left. 


What did he come here for? 

He didn’t drink one sip. 

Did he come here to have a casual talk? 

OO 

“Man, that was nerve-wracking.” (Nina) 

Nina-san who was stiff from nervousness says this. 


“What’s that about ‘maybe he doesn’t remember me’?! You were crazy 
friendly with each other!” (Lucy) 


Lucy was super excited. 

“Well now, that was surprising.” (Fujiwara) 

“Were you close with Sakurai-kun, Fuji-yan?” (Makoto) 

“No, not at all-desu zo. Isn’t he close to you, Takki-dono?” (Fujiwara) 
“There’s no way that’s the case.” (Makoto) 

I have never spoken to him in class. 


“Makoto! Why did you refuse to guide him in Laberintos?! What a waste.” 
(Lucy) 


“Are you an idiot? Their objective is to slay a dragon in the Lower Floor. 
There’s no way we can guide him. Don’t take him seriously.” (Makoto) 


““Sakurai-dono seemed like he was somewhat serious though.” (Fujiwara) 
“When Goshujin-sama says it, it has convincing power.” (Nina) 

It is not like Nina-san knows he can read minds. 

“Well, I don’t really understand, but let’s go back to drinking.” (Makoto) 
I munch on a fried potato. 

It is cold already. 

“Why are you so calm...?” (Lucy) 


Lucy looked at me with a face of amazement, but I met him everyday at the 
time when we were classmates, you know. 


It isn’t really something to make a fuss about. 
“Ah, crap. We haven’t decided where to stay.” (Makoto) 


“If that’s the case, there’s no need to worry-desu zo. I have already reserved 
the lodging of you two.” (Fujiwara) 


“Thanks as always.” (Makoto) 

Fuji-yan had made reservations in an inn where merchants stay. 
The soft futons have a whole lot of feathers in it. 

To think there were feathered futons in a parallel world. 
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The next day, Fuji-yan said he had some negotiations to make and went 
somewhere with Nina-san. 


We should aim to go a bit deeper in our exploration. 
Second day of the Laberintos exploration. 

“What will the route of today be?” (Lucy) 

Lucy asks. 

“Water Cave.” (Makoto) 

“Eeh, again?” (Lucy) 

“Now now, look at this.” (Makoto) 

I showed her the map of the Upper Floor. 

“The Grand Waterfall of Laberintos?” (Lucy) 


“T heard that it fights for the top spot of the best views in Laberintos.” 
(Makoto) 


“Hoooh... It is popular with couples too. It says that the Adventurer Guild 
is accepting tours to view the Grand Waterfall... Is this place really a 
dungeon?” (Lucy) 


It is true that if you only look at this, you would think of it as just a touristic 
spot. 


“There’s a lot of monsters lately, so the number of customers is low 
apparently.” (Makoto) 


“Hmm, couples, huh...” (Lucy) 
“Lucy, what’s the matter?” (Makoto) 


“Eh? No, it is nothing! If Makoto wants to go no matter what, I’ve got no 
choice but to follow, huh!” (Lucy) 


She agreed. 


It is now the second time we have been going to the Water Cave since 
yesterday. 


But there’s the chance that Minotaurs are moving around there, so we can’t 
lower our guards. 


The water dungeon is pretty dark and gloomy, but there’s light stones here 
and there, so the cave itself is being lighted up in a blue hue. 


The deeper we go, the bluer it gets, and it turns into a fantastical sight. 
(Dungeons are nice.) (Makoto) 


The monsters showing up are weak, so we were able to take our time 
exploring. 


Maybe because the Minotaur showed up yesterday in the Water Cave, we 
didn’t pass by too many adventurers. 


We slowly moved forward with my Detection skill on. 

I felt an irregularity when we were quite a lot deeper than yesterday. 
It is not monsters. Something is following us close behind. 

When we changed directions, they would imitate us. 

(This is...) (Makoto) 

“Lucy’’, I whisper. 


“We are being followed.” (Makoto) 


Chapter 38: Takatsuki Makoto 
challenges Laberintos (Second Day) 


“We are being followed’, I tell Lucy. 

“Eh?”, Lucy looks back. 

“What are you saying after so long?” (Lucy) 
“Eh?” (Makoto) 


“They have been following us all this time since before we entered the 
dungeon.” (Lucy) 


Seriously?! 

“Tell me sooner!” (Makoto) 

“T thought you noticed a long time ago... Sorry.” (Lucy) 
Lucy got depressed. 


“Ah, no, it is my job to detect these kinds of things. Even so, I am surprised 
you noticed.” (Makoto) 


“They were saying dangerous things like ‘I will kill them’ while looking at 
us after all. They must be the guys that were making trouble for us 1n the 
Adventurer Guild. To think they would chase us all the way here, what a 
malicious bunch.” (Lucy) 
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Oi o1! 
Isn’t this quite the bad situation? 
They are tailing us all the way deep into the dungeon. 


There’s no way they are thinking something lukewarm like beating us up a 
bit. 


Checking with Detection, there’s around 10 following us. 


I don’t know how skilled they are, but I want to believe they are lower than 
Iron Rank. 


If there’s a Silver Rank, it would be checkmate. 

It would mean they would be on the level of Nina-san after all. 

“They really blow things up just for breaking a mythril sword.” (Lucy) 
“Uh, yeah...” (Makoto) 

Actually, I asked the price of a mythril sword from Fuji-yan. 

‘It would be no less than 5,000,000 G’, is what he said. 

5,000,000G is the average annual income of an Iron Rank adventurer. 


Yeah, if I had something broken that is equally worth a year of work, I 
would pledge vengeance. 


“*.,.Let’s run away for now. [Water Magic: Mist].” (Makoto) 
Mist appears in the whole cave. 
I also activate Stealth. 


What’s next is to deal with it somehow. 


There’s a lot of forks in Laberintos. 

I take away their vision, and with Stealth, we should be able to lose them. 
“Damn it! Did they notice us?” 

“Find them! They shouldn’t have gone far.” 

“Don’t separate too much, there’s monsters after all.” 
The footsteps grew further and further away. 

“They are gone.” (Lucy) 

Lucy confirmed with her ears, so it should be accurate. 
There’s no reaction from my Detection either. 
“Haah... Iam sorry, Lucy.” (Makoto) 

“Why are you the one apologizing?” (Lucy) 

“It was my failure.” (Makoto) 

I shouldn’t have cut the sword of the other party. 


I thought we shouldn’t be looked down on, but as a result, I ended up 
putting the party in danger. 


“What are you saying? I don’t mind it.” (Lucy) 
Lucy says with a dazzling smile. 

I am glad Lucy is my comrade. 

“What should we do from now on?” (Lucy) 


“For now, let’s head to our original objective that was the Grand Waterfall. 
The problem about the hoodlum adventurers of before... It hurts my head a 


bit.” (Makoto) 

“Isn’t it okay to just ignore them?” (Lucy) 
“There’s no way that will cut it.”” (Makoto) 
When we return, let’s consult with Fuji-yan. 
OO 

Grand Labyrinth, Laberintos. 


The largest dungeon of the continent, and the place that’s said to be one of 
the most beautiful, the Grand Waterfall. 


“Tt is the Niagaras...” (Makoto) 
“Waaah...” (Lucy) 


I ended up muttering the number one most popular waterfall of my previous 
world. 


Lucy is also dazed at my side. 


A cliff suddenly appeared at the deep areas of the Upper Floor of the 
dungeon, and an underground lake could be seen. 


There was a gigantic waterfall at the surroundings of that underground lake. 


This vast underground area that I can’t see the full portrait of seems to have 
this upper area serve as an atrium with sunlight entering from there. It was 
creating an illusory sight. 


Within that sunlight, there were big birds flying around. 
“By the way, what’s a Niagaras?” (Lucy) 


Lucy retorted. 


“A touristic spot of my previous world.” (Makoto) 

“T see. Anyways, below this cliff is the Mid Floor, right?” (Lucy) 
“Yeah, it would be bad if we were to fall.” (Makoto) 

According to the map, this cliff is 200 meters deep. 

The underground lake is apparently part of the Mid Floor. 


In other words, it may be a beautiful sight, but within all that, there’s strong 
monsters lurking around. 


It was at that moment... 

“oy 

Lucy suddenly turned around. 

My Detection Skill reacted at the same time. 

“Oi 01, they seriously were here.” 

“T told you. The rookies always come here.” 

“Yoo, Makkaren adventurers. You did a number on us before.” 
The ones who appeared were the adventurers of yesterday. 


On top of that, there were a bunch of evil-looking people who seemed to be 
their comrades. 


10 people in total. 
That we couldn’t notice this many people means... 
“Stealth, huh.” (Makoto) 


“Sorry, Makoto. I didn’t notice.” (Lucy) 


“No, Iam equally at fault.’ (Makoto) 


To think the Skill I always use getting used against me would be this 
problematic. 


“Oi, don’t hurt the elf. She looks like she could be sold for good coin. It is 
rare that she has red hair.” 


“How much?” 

“We have to assess her properly later.” 

They are having a disgusting conversation with grins on their faces. 
I see, so these guys are slave merchants. 


“Hey, I am sorry for breaking your weapon. I apologize, so what should we 
do for you to forgive us?” (Makoto) 


This is probably pointless, but I still try to talk and see. 


“Huh? You will be dying here. It doesn’t look like you have any decent 
equipment, but that dagger will probably fetch a good price.” 


“Newbie hunting?” (Makoto) 

It is exactly as Lucas-san warned me. 
“Ooh, so you know.” 

The man laughs out loud. 

“You guys! Surround them!” 


The guy that once had a mythril sword gives the sign, and the bunch 
surrounds us with the waterfall at our back. 


“Ma-Makoto...” (Lucy) 


Lucy grabs my clothes. 
“Now then.” (Makoto) 
What should we do? 


I am wondering which countermeasure I should take from the several ones I 
had. 


... Till I got a terrible headache. 
The headache went away soon, but the noisy alarm continued. 
The Detection Skill. 


It is originally a skill that detects the approach of Low, Mid, and High Class 
monsters. 


A skill that rings an alarm inside my head. 
But there’s a class that’s higher than High Class. 


They are called the Calamity Designation Monsters, and when you 
encounter them for the first time... 


‘Depending on the person, it might lead to a headache, so be careful’, is 
what the guild receptionist, Mary-san, explained to me once. 


Calamity Designation Monsters cannot be defeated alone. Because they are 
considered disasters itself apparently. 


Calamity Designations are divided in four: Village, City, Country, and 
Continent. 


If a monster of Calamity Designation Village appears, that village will be 
destroyed. 


When a Calamity Designation Monster appears, there’s the need for 
national armed forces to deal with it. 


Like the Sun Knight Order. 

I hugged Lucy tightly. 

“Makoto...?” (Lucy) 

“Oooh, a knight protecting his woman? How gallant.” 
The hoodlum is saying something, but I am not listening. 
Where? 

Where is it? 

From where is it coming? 

“Buoooooooooooh! !!” 

A roar that shook the air itself resonated. 

*Crack!* 

The ground swelled up, and a giant something appeared. 
Just in the middle between us and the unsavory adventurers. 
“Dra...gon?” (Lucy) 

Lucy mutters. 

No one of the adventurers could react to it. 


“All dragons are Calamity Designations after all. Run away at full force on 
sight’’, is what Lucas-san explained to me at the guild stalls. 


Chapter 39: Takatsuki Makoto 
meets a dragon 


“Dragon...” (Lucy) 

The mutter of Lucy passed by my ears. 

Rugged stone-like scales. 

Its whole body a dark brown with a tint of green like emerald. 
This must be an Earth Dragon. 

That mouth that has giant fangs feel like they could swallow everything. 
It had plenty enough pressure to be called the king of monsters. 
The moment I saw that, what I felt was elation. 

“Wow...” (Makoto) 

A dragon is here. 

That dragon. 


A shock that surpasses my coming to this parallel world ran through my 
whole body. 


Aah, Isekais really are incredible... 


I was probably watching in admiration for only around 2-3 seconds. 


“Makoto!” (Lucy) 

(Get a hold of yourself, Makoto!) (Noah) 

The scream of Lucy and the rebuke of the Goddess overlapped. 
I regain my senses. 


The adventurers who also regained their senses raised screams and began to 
run away. 


Face the Dragon 

Escape from the Dragon — 

I let out a smile at the options RPG Player gave me. 

(Don’t ask for the impossible, man.) (Makoto) 

Without hesitation, I hugged Lucy tightly and jumped off the waterfall. 
“EEEEEEEEEEEEHHHHHHH?!” (Lucy) 


We were swallowed inside the waterfall while listening to the screams of 
Lucy. 


While we were swallowed by the violent water stream, I controlled the 
water in order to absorb the impact. 


[Water Magic: Water Current]. 


The moment we crashed into the basin of the waterfall, I mitigated the 
impact into a soft hit. 


The inside of the lake is deep, and we didn’t get slammed into the ground. 


We advance through the water just like that. 


It is dark inside the lake so I couldn’t see anything, but with [Night Vision] 
and [Detection], I search for monsters. 


(There’s a lot of monsters.) (Makoto) 
As expected of the Mid Floor. 


Just a quick look with Detection, I could tell that there’s quite a lot of 
monsters. 


(Let’s get out from the lake first.) (Makoto) 


Lucy who I have in my arms is going *glub glub*, but I ignore her for now 
and return to the shore. 


OO 

We got out to the shore, and hid ourselves in the shadow of a big rock. 
Thanks to Stealth, monsters haven’t noticed us. 

“Hey! I heard nothing about suddenly jumping down!” (Lucy) 


“If I did tell you, those guys would know about it too. Or more like, are 
those guys okay?” (Makoto) 


“Why are you worrying about them when you were about to be killed by 
them... In the first place, why did a dragon show up at a place like that?” 


(Lucy) 


“Lucas-san told me that dragons are in the Lower Floor, so we should not 
go at any cost...” (Makoto) 


“A dragon at the Upper Floor is unfair.” (Lucy) 
“Right.” (Makoto) 


We sighed. 


“What should we do from now on?” (Makoto) 
“We return to the Upper Floor, right?” (Lucy) 
“Yeah, but we don’t know the path to return there.” (Makoto) 


“Eh? Isn’t it okay to just return through the waterfall? With your magic.” 
(Lucy) 


“T can’t go as far as climbing a waterfall...” (Makoto) 


It took me my all just to mitigate the fall from the waterfall so that we won’t 
get injured. 


“Could it be that we are in a disastrous situation?” (Lucy) 
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“It might be a bit of a bad situation, yeah. But first, let’s dry our clothes.’ 
(Makoto) 


I cast the evaporation magic on Lucy and I. 


If our bodies get cold, our movements dull, and our stamina gets sapped 
out. 


The food we have on hand will only last for around 2 days, huh. 
I wasn’t planning on doing an expedition, so I didn’t bring much. 
“Let’s search for a path that can lead us up.” (Makoto) 


“Even if you say that, the waterfall is going as far as my eye can see, you 
know.” (Lucy) 


“There’s parts here and there where the waterfall is divided, so let’s 
investigate while avoiding monsters.” (Makoto) 


But no matter how far we go, we could only see cliffs and waterfalls. 


Half a day has already passed. 


The reason why it doesn’t feel so despairing is... 
“Aah, it is quite the breathtaking sight.” (Makoto) 
Most likely thanks to this superb view. 

“You know...” (Lucy) 

Lucy says with a voice of amazement. 


“This is something I thought at that time with the dragon as well but, you 
are a bit weird, Makoto.” (Lucy) 


“Really?” (Makoto) 
“Yeah. Do you like dangerous things?” (Lucy) 
Hmm, that’s... am beginning to feel like I can’t deny that. 


“You seem to be looking around restlessly and having fun even in a 
dungeon. You had your eyes glittering when facing that dragon from 
before.” (Lucy) 


“*.... am sorry for that time.” (Makoto) 


“Also, in your world, there were a lot of rides that can fly in the sky, right? I 
heard about that from Fujtyan-san, you know. And yet, why were you so 
giddy with the Flying Ship?” (Lucy) 


“That can’t be helped.” (Makoto) 
You wouldn’t get it. ** 


The airplanes from my previous world, and the Flying Ships of this world 
are completely different. 


In a fantasy world, flying rides are important. 


“T don’t get it.” (Lucy) 


She emphasized, but couldn’t manage to empathize, huh. 

Well, I am an otherworldler. 

While we were having harmless talk like that, we continued exploring. 
But we couldn’t find a path to go to the Upper Floor at all. 

OO 


We got a bit tired, so we were taking a rest. At the time we were doing that, 
we met her. 


“U-Uhm...are you adventurers?” 
We were suddenly spoken to. 


We are in a space at the back of a waterfall in this underground area, and 
Lucy and I were sleeping in shifts. 


It was at the time when we were thinking about resuming our exploration. 
“Hm?” (Lucy) 

I also turn around. 

The one who spoke to us was a girl. 

But she had quite the beautiful face. 


Her clothes were in tatters, holes here and there, and her shoulders were 
exposed. 


It looks like she had a bad time. 


“Please help me... I will do anything you want to repay you...” 


That girl asks for our help with a feeble voice. 


Chapter 40: The tragedy of 
Sasaki Aya 


“T guess it is about time...” 
I have become strong. 
I am the No.3 in strength within the big family of the Lamias. 


I am confident that I wouldn’t lose to the monsters in this underground lake 
area one-on-one. 


My sisters of the same age are now independent enough. 

They can properly hunt now. 

Mother-sama seems to be thinking about giving birth to the next children. 
When that happens, I will be an older sister. 


If I get little sisters, I will definitely grow attached and won’t be able to 
leave. 


The next time I go out alone, let’s leave. 


That’s what I secretly decided. 


OO 
1”? 


“This is bad! The little sisters are being attacked by an Ice Tiger 


That notice was sudden. 


That day wasn’t a day where I had a turn in hunting. 


By the time I hurriedly ran there, there were already several of my sisters 
dead. 


Ice Tigers are tigers with blue fur that do an attack called Ice Breath. 


Whenever the Ice Tiger exhales white breath, I could feel my body growing 
duller. 


“What’s with this?!” 

I punch the Ice Tiger flying with anger and wrath. 

The Ice Tigers that saw their comrade die in one hit ran away. 
“Everyone...” 

I stagger my way to the corpses of my sisters. 

It was horrible. 

Their insides were devoured, their arms torn apart... 

The sisters that were okay were all in tatters. 
“Why...Why...” 


“Ice Tigers are our natural enemy. The breath they exhale cool the air, and 
dull the movements of us Lamias.” 


Elder Sister-sama mutters this mortified. 
Those words made me snap. 
“Why did you not tell me faster?!” 


“You know the law of hunting. It is better not to run your imagination wild 
until actually seeing the enemy. Acquire experience and become stronger.” 


“That’s not what I mean! If you told me about the Ice Tigers faster, they 
wouldn’t have died!” 


“Are you saying I am the one in the wrong?!” 
“That’s right! You are wrong, Elder Sister-sama!” 
I went against Elder Sister-sama for the first time. 


I was probably not in a correct state of mind because of my first time 
witnessing the death of my sisters. 


Even though I could have protected them if I had been there! 
“You don’t understand anything at all!” 

“You blockhead Elder Sister-sama! You killed them all!” 
“Are you saying you would have done better?!” 

“Better than you!” 


Normally, Elder Sister-sama would just push it aside saying ‘good grief’, 
but right now she was making a truly angered face. 


“You...!” 

She punched me. 

“What are you doing?!” 

I punched her back. 

From there on, it turned into a grand fist fight. 
“eee W-Wait.””” 


The older sisters and the surviving little sisters try to get in between us to 
stop us, but no one can stop a fight between the No.2 and No.3. 


Elder Sister-sama is strong. 


I don’t know her age, but she was born far before us, and has been leading 
the Lamias for a long time. 


If I were to compare her to the crazy flashy beauty that is Mother-sama, she 
would be the slightly cold, long, slender, and well-proportioned beauty. 


That Elder Sister-sama had a big scowl on her beautiful face, grabbing my 
hair, and swinging her fist. 


Compared to that, I am a little bit older than 1 year, and my body had only 
matured recently. 


Normally, it shouldn’t be possible for me to win in a fight against Elder 
Sister-sama, but maybe thanks to these so called skills, we were on par. 


Elder Sister-sama and I pulled each other’s hair, coiled around each other’s 
body, and continued punching each other. 


At the moment when my consciousness was about to fly away, Elder Sister- 
sama lost consciousness completely. 


“T won...” 


After that, I also fainted. 


“Haah, what are you doing?” 


Later, we were reprimanded by Mother-sama a whole lot. 


Elder Sister-sama and I didn’t meet eye to eye. 


Elder Sister-sama also doesn’t look over here. 


“Hey now, you girls are the center of this family. Get along with each 
other.” 


Mother-sama who doesn’t worry about the small stuff was exasperated at 
us. In the end, the two of us didn’t say a single word, and finished the 
preaching. 


OO 

Since the fight with Elder Sister-sama, factions were made in our family. 
The first one was the Elder Sister-sama group. 

The other one was a group with me as the center. 


The group of Elder SIster-sama continued with the method of having the 
young ones be the center and have the older ones join to follow up if 
needed. 


On the other hand, our method was for me to stand at the front when 
hunting. 


At first, I thought our group was the better one because, even if we were 
attacked by enemies, we didn’t have much casualties. 


But that wasn’t the case. 

The hunting method of Elder Sister-sama helped them grow individually. 
My group was relying solely on me. 

(I messed up...) 

I am happy that they rely on me, but that’s not good. 


I can’t leave anymore. 


(Elder Sister-sama might have been right...) 


Even when we Elder Sister-sama and I pass by each other every now and 
then, we haven’t spoken to each other for days. 


Even though in the past, we were sisters that got along with each other. 


I am trying to get the timing right so that we can be together alone, but that 
chance didn’t come. 


Elder Sister-sama is always together with someone lately... 


I had no other choice but to forcefully get closer to Elder Sister-sama and 
whisper to her. 


“Hey, I have something to talk to you about alone. Come to the back of the 
waterfall.” 


“21 W-What’s with you? Shouldn’t it be fine right now?” 
No. 


There’s no way I can do something as unsightly as lowering my head in 
front of everyone. 


“Tonight, okay?” 

“.,.Got it.” 

Alright alright, let’s end this sibling fight with this. 
OO 


I went back to my bed and waited for the time when I had to meet with 
Elder Sister-sama. 


Just that, because of the hunts I have been doing every day, I ended up 
dozing off. 


(Oh, crap! I hope I didn’t oversleep.) 
I hurriedly tried to wake up... 

But I noticed an abnormality. 

(The air is cold?) 


Because the lair of the Lamias is close to some Lava Cave or whatever, the 
temperature is on the high side. 


We are weak to cold after all. 
“Everyone! Older Sisters! Mother-sama!” 

I look around to tell them about this abnormality. 
“Eh?” 


And a nightmare was present there. 


My older sisters, my siblings, their bodies were pale white and collapsed on 
the ground. 


It doesn’t look like they are breathing. 
The ones who were breathing were being attacked by harpies. 
“You...! From where did they...?!” 


Our lair has an entrance that cannot be opened unless a member of the 
family opens it from the inside. 


There’s no way enemies can enter! 


“Kyahahahahahaha!”’ 


The harpies laugh with an ear-ringing voice. 

“Damn it!” 

I tried to fight just like always, but my body was heavy like lead. 
My body was raising a cry from the cold. 

““Mother-sama!” 

I can’t do anything. 

Mother-sama, save us! 


But at the throne where my mother is always sitting on, there’s an unknown 
blonde woman. 


That beauty had as much impact as mother. 

And the one collapsed below the feet of that woman is mother! 
“Mother-sama!” 

I tried to run to where she is, but the surrounding harpies held me down. 
“Get off me!”, I struggle. 


“Hoh? Are you the young snake girl that I have heard has been bullying my 
family?” 


“Who are you...?” 


“T am the mother of the Harpies. We have been fighting the Lamias for 300 
years, and finally, I can now finish off this annoying woman.” 


“Uuuh...” 


The woman that calls herself the boss of the harpies kicks Mother-sama, 
and she lets out a groan. 


“M-Mother-sama!” 
“Tt is you, huh... Run away.” 
““Ahahahaha! Watch. The last moments of your mother.” 


After saying this, she screwed her hand into the chest of my mother, and 
yanked out her heart. 





“AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!” 


Mother-sama raises a scream. 

STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP 
IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT STOP IT 
STOP IT! 


“What a beautiful color.” 


Is what she said, as the woman that called herself the mother of the harpies 
swallowed the heart! 


Mother-sama stopped moving. 
“YOU!! I WILL KILL YOU!!” 
“Now then, only you remain.” 
“Eh?” 

I look around. 

Older Sisters. 

Siblings. 


Everyone. 


They are all dead. 
“No way.” 


“Even so, what unbelievable lifeforce. Even though you are still a young 
monster. Are you a variant monster?” 


The enemy boss is saying something. 

What am I doing? 

I have to defeat the enemy. 

“Right! Elder Sister-sama! Elder Sister-sama, save us!” 

The No.2 that our family can rely on. 

What are you doing at a time like this?! 

“The eldest sister of your family was the one who invited us in.” 


That woman...what did she say just now? 


“Even though Lamias are supposed to be a race that has a strong family 
bond.” 


She looks at me with a gaze of pity. 
There’s no way that’s true. 
Elder Sister-sama wouldn’t do something like that. 


“She told us to please kill the lively youngest child, you see. With sisters 
killing each other, the Lamias are done for.” 


When I heard those words, I lost all sense of reason, and struggled. 


I sent the harpies who were restraining me flying. 


And lunged towards the enemy boss. 

The enemy wasn’t agitated at all. 

“Hey, there’s not enough cold.” 

At the place where the mother of the harpies spoke to... 
“Human?!” 


“We are not good with magic, you see. That must be the case for you guys 
too though.” 


Being hit by the magic of a human mage, I couldn’t move at all. 
“Now then, bye... Last of the Lamias.” 

Those were the last words I could pick up. 

The sharp claws of the harpy boss tore me up. 

I died. 


It was irritating that my second life would end within cold ice. 


Chapter 41: Takatsuki Makoto 
encounters Ooo 


“Please save me... I will do anything you want to repay you...” 
That girl said this with a feeble and fleeting voice. 


She was approaching us with unsteady steps that felt like she could trip at 
any moment. 


“Are you okay? Did you get separated from your allies?” (Lucy) 
Lucy was about to walk to where she is with a worried expression. 
I grabbed her tightly with my hand. 

“Makoto? What’s the matter?” (Lucy) 
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“Don’t tell me you plan on demanding something from this worn-out girl.” 
(Lucy) 


Lucy shows an angered face. 
““...U-Uhm, if it is something I can do, I will do anything...” 
The girl continues to plead for help. 


“It is okay. When in trouble, we help each other out! We won’t demand a 
reward! Makoto, get your hand off!” (Lucy) 


“...Haaah...”” (Makoto) 
I let out a big sigh. 


“Hey! Are you telling me I’m a goody-two-shoes?! Fine. I didn’t know you 
were such a heartless person, Makoto...” (Lucy) 


“Lucy, that’s a monster.” (Makoto) 

Detection has been ringing all this time, it’s been incredibly annoying. 
“Huh?” (Lucy) 

“Toh!” 

Lucy was dumbfounded. 


The girl that was making a painful expression warped her face into a 
provoking one. 


*Crack Crack Crack Crack Crack* 

A lot of legs began to grow out from her lower half. 

“An arachne, huh.” (Makoto) 

“Kyaaaaaaa!” (Lucy) 

Lucy, that’s noisy. 

“If you are scared of spiders, move to the back.” (Makoto) 
“That’s not it. I was simply surprised. I am not scared!” (Lucy) 
The arachne attacks us yelling ‘sha!’ as she jumps. 

[ Water Magic: Ice Needle]. 


Ice needles stab the eyes of the arachne. 


“Gyaaaah!”’, she raised a scream. 
“She has spider eyes on her body, but can’t she see from those?” (Makoto) 
“What are you analyzing calmly?! [Stone Bullet]! (Lucy) 


Lucy points her staff and a rock the size of a person appears, and was shot 
like a cannon. 


*Squash!* 

A displeasing sound was made and the spider woman was crushed. 
The arachne was now under the rock and didn’t move anymore. 

“Did it die?” (Lucy) 

“There’s the chance that it is faking dead, so let’s confirm.” (Makoto) 
[Water Magic: Ice Needle]. 


I aimed for her eyes again, and she raised an ‘Aaaaah!’ scream. It seems 
like she was playing dead. 


“Lucy-san, your turn.” (Makoto) 
“Makoto, you are merciless. [Fire Element Grant]. (Lucy) 
Lucy adds the fire element to the rock she shot. 


An uncomfortable smell wafted around, and the arachne had her legs 
flailing around, and in time, she stopped moving. 


“Good job, Lucy.” (Makoto) 
“That really surprised me. What’s with that girl?” (Lucy) 


““Mary-san told us that there are a lot of monsters that transform into 
humans. Arachne, Lamias, Harpies; there’s also undeads that look like 


humans. Let’s be careful as we advance.” (Makoto) 

“There’s no way I would mistake a zombie for a human.” (Lucy) 

“Think of them as vampires... Lucy, stop.” (Makoto) 

“H-Hey, Makoto...” (Lucy) 

Lucy must have noticed too. 
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Sounds. 

Not the footsteps of people. 

Insects. 

The sound of insects crawling. 

“This is...” (Lucy) 

“Yeah, we are surrounded.” (Makoto) 

Monsters that were big spiders with the top of a woman appeared. 

They were all glaring at our direction. 

There’s some who are licking their lips. 

Yup, carnivorous girls. 


“This place...” (Lucy) 


“Was the lair of the arachnes, huh.” (Makoto) 


“T hate this...” (Lucy) 

So Lucy really is the kind of girl that hates insects. 
Well, that’s normal. 

“We are running.” (Makoto) 

The cluster of arachnes slowly closes the distance to us. 
“H-How?” (Lucy) 

Lucy had a pale face. 

“Spirit-sans, Spirit-sans.” (Makoto) 

I call them. 

This time around, it was in a hurry. 

[Water Magic: Raging Water Dragon]. 


It doesn’t look like a small hindering technique will be working here, so I 
use the strongest magic I can use right now. 


A dragon made of water sent flying the arachnes together with Lucy and I. 


The minute control of Spirit Magic 1s complicated, but I somehow managed 
to direct the water dragon to the underground lake. 


Lucy and I were slammed into the underground lake while being caught in 
the magic I used. 


“Puha! That was one violent way to run away.” (Lucy) 
“No, we didn’t manage to run away completely.” (Makoto) 


It seems like the arachnes aren’t good at swimming, so they don’t go as far 
as swimming into the lake. 


They are shooting webstrings from the shore. 

It would be bad if we were to get caught by those. 
“Hey, aren’t the other monsters gathering?” (Lucy) 
“Right. We rampaged a bit too much.” (Makoto) 


At the shore, there’s not only arachnes, but also orcs, cave wolves, and 
goblins. 


“Lucy, don’t bite your tongue!”’ (Makoto) 

“Eh? Hieee!” (Lucy) 

I use water magic to accelerate the water around us. 
[Evade]! 

*Splash!* 


The giant mouth of a snake appeared right at the place where we were just a 
moment ago. 


“S-Sea Serpent!” (Lucy) 

“There’s a whole lot of monsters inside the water too.” (Makoto) 
“There’s harpies coming from above...” (Lucy) 

There certainly are a number of harpies flying around above us. 
Lucy’s eyes were going a bit blank. 

Oi 01, it is too soon to give up. 


“Look. It doesn’t seem like the monsters are getting along too well.” 
(Makoto) 


“Eh?” (Lucy) 

The arachnes, orcs, and cave wolves were competing with each other. 
Ah, the Sea Serpent dragged an orc in. 

The pitiful ‘Buhiti!’ noise was erased by the sound of the waterfall. 
“Makoto!”, Lucy shouts. 

“Kyahahahaha!” 

A harpy attacked us from the back! 

“T can see you!” (Makoto) 

Thanks to my RPG Player skill, I have a 360° view. 


With my dagger, I cut off the legs of the harpy that thought we hadn’t 
noticed her and had our guards lowered. 


“That was close...” (Makoto) 

Even if I am calm thanks to Clear Mind, I was a bit agitated there. 
(Makoto, are you okay?) (Noah) 

“Do I look okay?” (Makoto) 

Goddess-sama, please guide me a bit more. 

“H-Hey, what should we do now...” (Lucy) 

Lucy held my shoulder tightly. 


The harpies above, the sea serpent underwater, the arachnes and the other 
monsters surrounding us. 


There’s nowhere to run. 


This is the first time I have been surrounded by monsters to this extent. 
[Clear Mind 99%]. 
Calm down. 


(Makoto, you should be able to somehow manage to escape if you were 
alone, right?) (Noah) 


That’s quite the bad natured thing to say, Goddess-sama. 
A smirk appeared on my face. 

[Evade]! 

The sea serpent attacks us again. 


“Lucy, I will concentrate on evading, so I don’t care where, eliminate the 
monsters from the shore.” (Makoto) 


“B-But if we get to the shore, you won’t be able to use your water magic!” 
(Lucy) 


Right. 


I borrowed the power of the Spirits just a few moments ago, so I can’t use it 
again so soon. 


The moment we are at shore, I will become useless. 

[Evade]! 

I avoided the attack of the harpy, and cut her with my dagger. 
With her wing injured, I could see her plunging into the lake. 
There’s no sign of the monsters reducing in numbers. 


Rather, the number of arachnes has increased. 


However, there’s a whole lot of monsters at the shore fighting each other at 
their whim. 


Aah, this is bad. 

Really bad. 

Run away alone 

Dont abandon my comrade — 
Giving me such a messed up option! 
“Lucy, don’t give up!” (Makoto) 
“O-Okay.” (Lucy) 


I held the hand of Lucy, and took a stance with my dagger once again. 


Chapter 42: Takatsuki 
Makoto’s reunion 


“Hah!” 

I —Sasaki Aya— woke up. 

“Eh?” 

I didn’t die? 

I look at my own body. 

There’s no big wound. 

Even though I remember my body being torn apart. 
I look around. 

This is the space at the back of the waterfall that I like. 
The one that’s right at the exit of the lair. 
“Mother-sama! Everyone!” 

I ran to the lair. 

That was a dream! Everyone is alive! 


That must be the case! 


The familiar big rock that protects the entrance of the lair was destroyed 
from the inside. 


The inside that was normally so lively was now dead silent and there’s no 
one. 


“Cold...” 

It is not the usual home. 

It is the same as that nightmare. 

It wasn’t a dream... 

“Uh...uh...wuuu...” 

Tears overflow. 

The last moments of everyone were burned in my eyes. 
Those hollow eyes. 

The bloodied Mother-sama. 

Why...did something like that... 

The lair of the Lamias had a spell cast that only allowed Lamias to enter. 


That’s why it is impossible for enemies to enter —unless someone betrays 
them. 


Elder Sister-sama —no, that Bitch. 
My siblings, Mother-sama, my older sisters... 
I don’t know why, but I am alive. 


Then, I will crush the enemy. 


I must not die until then. 


After that, I hunted monsters. Hunted, hunted, hunted, hunted, and 
continued hunting. 


Especially harpies. 


I was crushing them completely wondering if that boss might come out, but 
when they fly away, it is hard to catch them. 


They have begun to run away the moment they see me. 
Damn it! 
The place I sleep in is the Lamia lair where there’s no one. 


The door has been destroyed, so it isn’t as safe as before, but I don’t know 
any other place. 


I thought that maybe the traitor would come back, but she didn’t show 
herself. 


Where did she go? 

Maybe she bit the dust somewhere. 

But in the off-chance that she is alive... 

I will kill her. 

Killing that traitor and the boss of the harpies is my reason for living. 
But I am not that strong. 


Now that I think about it, Mother-sama has said this: “If you want to 
become stronger, eat humans. They hold strong powers blessed by the 


Gods. If you eat a human with high mana, you can become stronger. Just 
like me.” 


The current me cannot defeat the boss of the harpies. 

I have to become stronger... 

I can’t go choosing my methods. 

OO 

I continued fighting all alone for a while. 

One day... 

I noticed that a big sound was made from the underground lake. 
I hurriedly jumped out from my lair. 


I thought that maybe an enemy attacked, but it seems like that wasn’t the 
case. 


The monsters are gathering. 

That’s...humans? 

Are those the so called adventurers that the older sisters were talking about? 
There’s two humans. 

A bright red haired girl, and a black haired boy with gray attire. 

The girl must be a mage, she has a staff after all. 

What’s the man? Lightweight armor, and a dagger. 

A thief, maybe? 


Mana is overflowing from the female mage. 


I can feel a powerful lifeforce. 

(if I attack her...if I eat her, maybe I can become stronger?) 
But before that, there’s the hated harpies. 

I will deal with those first! 

I observe those two while crushing the harpies. 


If I had to compare, the overwhelmingly stronger one should be the mage 
woman. 


The man has lifeforce comparable to that of the goblins around here. 
That’s what I thought at first. 

But... 

(No... The problematic one is the man.) 

They were surrounded by several tens of monsters. 


The female mage is desperately chanting magic, and trying to evade the sea 
serpent and the strings of the arachnes while raising screams. 


On the other hand, the man holding a dagger... 
(Does he have eyes on his back’) 


He was avoiding the attacks of the harpies that were coming from the back 
with minimal movements. 


Nimbly escaping from the sea serpent that jumps out from the water. 
Cutting the arachne webs deftly. 


Even though he doesn’t look like he has much physical strength, he was 
dealing with all the attacks carefreely as if he were dancing. 


(Moreover, what’s with that calmness of his?) 


Even though he was fighting for his life here, avoiding the attacks of the 
monsters by a paper-thin difference, he scratched his cheek. 


It is as if he is saying ‘good grief, this is troubling’. 

(The problematic one is that black haired man... Let’s hunt him first.) 
I raised my concentration. 

Even so, that gesture of scratching his cheek... 

I feel like I have seen it before, but I can’t remember. 

OO 

— Makoto POV — 

“Damn it, they are not decreasing in numbers.” (Makoto) 

“{Falling Meteor]!” (Lucy) 

The spell that Lucy shot raised a gigantic water splash. 

This is already the 7th spell shot. 

It got several monsters, but there’s still a lot. 

“Are you okay, Lucy?” (Makoto) 

“Yeah, I am still okay in mana.” (Lucy) 

As bottomless as ever, Monarch Mage. 

But her concentration is already at its limit. 

“Lucy, don’t use magic for a while. I will continue evading.” (Makoto) 


“U-Understood...” (Lucy) 


Lucy was swaying as she wrapped her arm around my waist. 
I look around. 

There’s more than 50 monsters surrounding us. 

Most of the monsters are low or mid class. 

There’s 2 that I have to be careful about. 

One of them is the giant crocodile-looking monster. 

King Crocodile. 

There was information about it in the guild. 

It is apparently the ruler of the underground lake. 


Just that, it seems like it isn’t interested in us right now, and 1s attacking 
orcs and goblins. 


That’s why I am not worried about it. 
The problem 1s the other one. 


By the time I noticed, it was already mixed in the free-for-all fight, a single 
lamia. 


(I heard that Lamias normally act in groups though...) 
This Lamia is acting alone. 


At a glance, it looks like it is fighting the harpies and arachnes and has no 
interest over here, but... 


(She is aiming at us...) (Makoto) 


The Detection Skill’s alert has been ringing for a while now. 


(Moreover, she is crazy strong.) (Makoto) 
Lamias are Mid Class. 


But this one is crushing orcs with one hit, and ripping apart the wings of 
harpies as if they were paper. 


Or more like, the harpies ran away when they saw that Lamia. 


On that point alone, we are lucky, but that one Lamia is a lot more 
WOITYINg... 


It has been 10 minutes since the time I used the Spirit Magic. 

I want to use a big spell and deal with the monsters, but... 

(In a situation where that Lamia is aiming at us, I don’t want to use magic.) 
It would create an opening. 

I want to distract her if possible. 

“Lucy.” (Makoto) 

“Haah, haaah... What?” (Lucy) 

“No, it is nothing.” (Makoto) 


I was going to tell her to be careful about that Lamia, but it doesn’t seem 
like she has the leeway. 


I will deal with it. 
I purposely have my back face the Lamia. 
I have a 360° view, so it is not like I am letting the Lamia out of my sight. 


(Will she take the bait?) (Makoto) 


I avoided the attacks of the surrounding monsters with my back still 
directed at the Lamia for a while. 


I wait for that moment with a dagger in hand. 

(Here it comes!) (Makoto) 

The Lamia lunges at us, closing the distance. 

(Fast!) (Makoto) 

I swing my dagger the moment I turn around, but it painfully cuts air. 
[Water Magic: Ice Needle]! 

I cast my real intention, the blinding spell. 

Ice needles were created right at the face of the Lamia, and shot. 
(She avoided it?!) (Makoto) 

This is the first time this spell has been avoided. 

“Damn it!” (Makoto) 

This is a bit bad. 

I am a total mess at close combat. 

The eyes of the Lamia and I meet in close distance. 

(What a beautiful monster.) (Makoto) 


While holding an out-of-place impression, I readjust my posture to protect 
Lucy. 


But it isn’t attacking at all. 


The monster in front of me had her eyes wide open as if it were surprised. 


“Takatsuki-kun...?” 


Chapter 43: Sasaki Aya’s reunion 


“Takatsuki-kun...?” 

Eh? 

What did this monster say just now? 

The Detection alarm that had been noisy until now stops cold. 
“M-Makoto?! The monster...!’ (Lucy) 

Lucy raises a scream at the Lamia that suddenly appeared. 

I haven’t allowed a monster to approach me so close until now. 
“Takatsuki...Makoto?!” 

The Lamia shouts with an expression of joy! 

The monster shouts my full name. 

The intonation was also like that of a japanese. 

This is... 

There’s no doubt. 

This Lamia is a classmate of 1-A class. 

But is something like this possible? 


(Agh! This is pointless!) (Makoto) 


“Hey, is there a place to hide around here?” (Makoto) 
I asked the Lamia. 

The Lamias have their territory in Laberintos. 

She should have a better idea of the place than us. 
“Over here!” 

“Got it!” (Makoto) 


The Lamia pointed at one of the specially bigger waterfalls even within the 
area. 


I assume that she is telling me to go to the back of the waterfall. 
“Lucy, grab on tight.” (Makoto) 

“Eh, g-got it.” (Lucy) 

Lucy tightens her hold around my waist. 

The Lamia for some reason pouts. 

Even the Lamia held onto me tightly?! 

“Hiih! What’s with this monster?!” (Lucy) 

“Don’t worry, Lucy. It is okay.” (Makoto) 

I am slightly unsure though. 

It isn’t trying to get me off-guard like the arachne of before, right? 


““Spirit-sans! Please help us! [Water Magic: Rampaging Water Dragon].” 
(Makoto) 


Different from the time with the arachne lair, on the top of the underground 
lake, I can use water as much as I want. 


A water dragon of twice the amount from before rampages. 


The monsters that were surrounding us were blown away, and with them 
getting washed away at the corner of my eye, we escaped into the back of 
the waterfall. 


The back of the waterfall has a wide space, and there’s no presence of 
monsters. 


We managed to run away, huh. 
“Haah, haah, haah... That was rough.” (Makoto) 


“Haah, haah, haah, we managed to escape... wait, why is this one here 
too?!” (Lucy) 


Lucy hurriedly jumps. 

The Lamia is looking over here —no, looking straight at me. 
“Takatsuki-kun.” 

“Y-Yes?” (Makoto) 

I ended up responding. 

But this girl...who is she? 

“Tt is Takatsuki-kun...” 

This time she starts touching my whole body. 


Uh, hmm. 


“Wait, what are you guys doing?” (Lucy) 
Lucy was shocked at a slightly separated distance. 


From an outside perspective, it would look like I am being hugged by a 
monster, huh. 


The Lamia is ignoring Lucy. 

Or more like, she is only looking at me. 
“Uhm...” (Makoto) 

I had no choice but to speak to the Lamia. 


An acquaintance in 1-A, and a person that would speak to me like a close 
individual. 


Excluding Fuji-yan, there’s only one more person that comes to mind. 
Her outward appearance is completely different, but... 

Well, if 1am wrong, I will apologize. 

“You are Sa-san, right?” (Makoto) 

“You didn’t notice?” 

Uwa! 

She has an incredibly displeased tone now. 

“Well, you know, you look completely different now.” (Makoto) 

“Ah, I see. Here, [Transformation].” (Aya) 


Ooh, the Lamia is slowly turning into a human form...wa, wait a moment! 





“You, at least wear some clothes!” (Lucy) 

Lucy-san! Nice tsukkomi. 

The Lamia that had changed to a human form was completely naked. 
I hurriedly look back. 

“Sa-san! Don’t you have anything to wear?” (Makoto) 

“Hmm, I am a monster after all.” (Aya) 

She has lost all sense of shame! 

“T will lend you this”, 1s what Lucy says as she gives her a mantle. 
Sa-san wraps the mantle around her body like a dress. 

“Also, wear this.” (Makoto) 

I put my coat on her. 


What a relief. I can speak to her while looking at her face without any 
WoOtries now. 


“Tt has been a while, Sa-san.” (Makoto) 
“Takatsuki-kun!” (Aya) 

She hugged me. 

“Hey, Makoto. Who is this one?” (Lucy) 


“Sorry, sorry. This girl here is Sasaki Aya-san. An otherworldler like me. 
Sa-san, this girl is Lucy. A party member of mine.” (Makoto) 


Lucy and Sa-san look at each other. 


““...Nice to meet you, Lucy-san.” (Aya) 


““...Nice to meet you, Aya. For now, get away from Makoto.” (Lucy) 


“It has been long since we reunited. It should be okay, right? ... Are you 
Takatsuki-kun’s girlfriend?” (Aya) 


“T-I am not!” (Lucy) 
Sa-san breathes a small sigh of relief. 
“By the way, why are you here as a Lamia?” (Makoto) 
There’s a mountain of things I want to ask her. 
“Takatsuki-kun, listen!” (Aya) 
She hugs me tighter. 
Lucy is glaring intently. 
Now, she must have had it rough, so let’s be kind here. 
“You know, I...” (Aya) 
OO 
“...And that’s what happened...” (Aya) 
Sa-san spills all her life as a Lamia out to us. 


“Unforgivable, those harpies and the traitor! I will blow them with my 
magic, Aya!” (Lucy) 


“O-Okay. Thanks...” (Aya) 


Lucy is a hotblooded girl. It looks like she got influenced by the story and is 
angry. 


“Takatsuki-kun? What’s the matter?” (Aya) 

I was shocked. 

The story of Sa-san being reincarnated as a Lamia. 

Her life in the dungeon. 

The daily fight with the many monsters here. 

(She has had a far harder difficulty mode than me...) (Makoto) 


I learned about how low my Stats were at the temple, and thought I was the 
one that was having the roughest time in this parallel world. 


(Compared to Sa-san, I was having an easy time, damn it!) (Makoto) 
“T should work harder...” (Makoto) 

“Tt kinda feels like you have had it hard, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 

For some reason she looked at me with sympathy. 


“You are the one who has had it rough, Sa-san. By the way, we want to go 
to the Upper Floor of the dungeon. Do you know the way?” (Makoto) 


“Upper Floor? If it is about the way to go to the top of this underground 
area, I heard about it from my older sisters, so I know.” (Aya) 


“Alright! Lucy, let’s go. Looks like we can go back.” (Makoto) 
“Hey, what about me...?” (Aya) 
Sa-san made an anxious expression. 


“Let’s go together.” (Makoto) 


I won’t be leaving you behind. 

“Yes!” (Aya) 

She hugged me again. 

Lucy, don’t look at me with those eyes every single time. 
OO 

We head to the Upper Floor of Laberintos. 

“Tt is here, I think. It is a bit tight, so be careful.” (Aya) 
“No, rather than tight...” (Lucy) 

“Tt is barely fitable...” (Makoto) 

It was a hole. 

“It would be easy in the form of a Lamia though.” (Aya) 
“Uuh, the rocks are all rugged and my knees hurt...” (Lucy) 
“Sa-san, how much longer?” (Makoto) 

“We should be able to get out soon. There’s the exit.” (Aya) 
The place we came out to was certainly the Water Cave. 
“There’s no one.” (Lucy) 

“It is probably because it is early in the morning.” (Makoto) 
“Eh?! That much time passed?” (Lucy) 

Lucy said surprised. 


“So this is the Upper Floor.” (Aya) 


Sa-san was looking around the dungeon restlessly. 
“Ts this your first time here, Sa-san?” (Makoto) 


“Yeah, I heard that up here there’s a lot of humans, so it is dangerous.” 
(Aya) 


“For the Mid Floor monsters, the Upper Floor is dangerous, huh...” 
(Makoto) 


That’s interesting. 
“Makoto, around what part of the Water Cave are we in?” (Lucy) 


“Probably at the middle point of the entrance and the Grand Waterfall.” 
(Makoto) 


I confirm with my [Mapping] skill. 

My Detection is only detecting weak monsters. 

“Looks like we have safely managed to escape.” (Makoto) 
We managed to escape from Laberintos in one day. 


When we left the dungeon, the night had already gone by, and the morning 
sun was rising. 


Chapter 44: Reunion with Fuji-yan 


Takki-dono and Lucy-dono have not returned even when a day had passed 
since going to Laberintos. 


“Goshujin-sama, if you are that worried, I will go to Laberintos.” (Nina) 
Nina-dono suggests. 


“Hmmm...but there was a report that a dragon appeared in the Upper Floor. 
Even you, Nina-dono, wouldn’t be able to fight against a dragon alone.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“If it is running away, I can somehow manage.” (Nina) 
How vexing. 


Yesterday there was an announcement of a dragon appearing in the Upper 
Floor, and the Adventurer City grew noisy. 


There were more than tens of people added to the missing people list in just 
that one day yesterday. 


I was astonished the moment my friends Takki-dono and Lucy-dono were 
in that list. 


I lost the composure to do any business discussions, so I cancelled all plans 
for today. 


However, there wasn’t a single sign of my friends returning. 


“Did a dragon appear on the Upper Floor because of the Taboo Dragon?” 
(Nina) 


“That’s the rumor...” (Fujiwara) 
Something called a Taboo Dragon was born inside Laberintos. 
An evil monster that even dragons avoid. 


It is said that the Great Demon Lord employed these monsters 1,000 years 
ago. 


Because of that thing, Laberintos’s monsters began acting weird, which is 
what the adventurers reported. 


“T hope Takki-dono didn’t encounter that dragon.” (Fujiwara) 


“T heard that the dragon appeared around the Grand Waterfall. Takatsuki- 
sama said yesterday that he would be heading to the Grand Waterfall.” 
(Nina) 


“T certainly do remember him saying that...” (Fujiwara) 
Aah, I am worried-desu zo. 


“But Takatsuki-sama is a person that can deal with powerful monsters in a 
calm fashion. I am sure he is alright!” (Nina) 


“Right. But just waiting around is unnerving.” (Fujiwara) 


“Then, let’s go to the guild once mo— Goshujin-sama! I can hear the voice 
of Takatsuki-sama!” (Nina) 


“What?!” (Fujiwara) 
OO 

-Makoto Pov- 
“Takki-dono!” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan runs towards us. 


“Lucy-sama! You were okay?! Oh? Who is the one there?” (Nina) 
Nina-san’s bright face changed into a sharp gaze. 
Maybe she detected the presence of a monster from Sa-san. 


“She is an otherworldler just like Fuji-yan and I. It is pretty complicated, so 
can we talk inside?” (Makoto) 


“W-What?! Isn’t that Sasaki-dono?!” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan raised a voice of shock. 
Wow, he noticed in one glance? 


Well, her human mode does have a lot of traces of her previous look after 
all. 


“Even though Fujiwara-kun noticed immediately, Takatsuki-kun didn’t...” 
(Aya) 


“Don’t say that.” (Makoto) 

I was tired from fighting monsters all night. 

OO 

“What... Something like that happened?” (Fujiwara) 

““Sasaki-sama... You’ve had a terrible experience, haven’t you.” (Nina) 
Hearing the story of Sa-san, Fuji-yan and Nina-san were in tears. 

They are good people. 

They apparently waited for us the whole time last night. 


Sa-san has changed already. 


It seems like for women’s clothing, there was only the ones of Nina-san, so 
she was on a tank top and shorts. 


When looking at her in a bright place, her skin is bluish. 
Her hair color is a somewhat purplish black. 

Her face has the traces of Sa-san though. 

How nostalgic. 

“What are you doing staring at Aya?” (Lucy) 

Lucy retorted. 

As if pulled by this, Sa-san turns this way. 

Her dumbfounded face is the same in this world too. 
“So, Sa-san, what are you going to do from now on?” (Makoto) 
Well, don’t even need to ask though. 

“T will be avenging my family.” (Aya) 

I could feel a strong resolve from her voice. 

She is stubborn once she decides on something. 

She hasn’t changed since middle school. 

“But doing that all alone is just...” (Nina) 


Nina-san seemed like she wanted to say something as she looked at Fuji- 
yan. 


Lucy looks at me. 


Help Sasaki Aya 


Dont help Sasaki Aya — 
Don’t even need to think about it. Sa-san is an important friend. 
But there’s one point that’s piqued my interest. 


It seems like this RPG Player skill’s options appear at moments when I am 
about to face dangerous situations. 


In that case, the harpies are strong enemies? 

(You noticed just now?) (Noah) 

I heard the amazed voice of the Goddess. 

Honestly speaking, I thought it was a power that was only for the mood. 


(Goddess-sama, thank you very much. Thanks to your guidance, I was able 
to reunite with an important friend.) (Makoto) 


(Ara, is that so.) (Noah) 
Saying this to the Goddess, I look at Fuji-yan. 
“Fuyji-yan, I will think of a way to conquer this.” (Makoto) 


“Fumu, for the sake of that, we would need to gather information.” 
(Fujiwara) 


We both grin. 

That’s my friend for ya. He gets it. 

“Oh my, you are totally into it, Makoto”, Lucy says surprised. 
“Of course. Gotta help out a troubled classmate.” (Makoto) 


“Thank you, Takatsuki-kun, Fujiwara-kun...” (Aya) 


Even Sa-san is making a face as if she is on the verge of tears. 
“But the harpies seem to be quite the powerful opponents.” (Nina) 
Nina-san shows the request poster of the adventurer guild. 
[Laberintos: Mid Floor. 

The Queen of the Harpies and her children. 

Reward; 3,000,000G (Calamity Designation Candidate) | 


“Does this mean it is strong?” (Makoto) 


“Hmm, fighting the whole flock would be more problematic than fighting a 
Griffon.” (Nina) 


“Tt is stronger than that...” (Lucy) 

Lucy makes a displeased face. 

“It doesn’t matter. If it is just a harpie, I can defeat it in one hit.” (Aya) 
Sa-san with her fist tightened feels reliable. 

She has become quite the brawler. 

“By the way, Fuji-yan, is Sa-san really just a normal Lamia?” (Makoto) 
“Eh? What do you mean by that?” (Aya) 

Sa-san turns this way. 

“T think you are quite stronger than the normal Lamia.” (Makoto) 


“T was interested in that as well. According to Sasaki-dono’s story, she 
thought that she died, but she ended up being alive. I feel a mysterious 
power from that. Let’s use this.” (Fujiwara) 


What Fuji-yan was holding was a Soul Book. 


“Aren’t those supposed to be given by the Church or you can’t get them?” 
(Makoto) 


Or more like, you can’t purchase them unless you are from the Church. 


“Fufufu, there’s a lot of routes. Go ahead, Sasaki-dono. Please hold this 
book.” (Fujiwara) 


“Okay. What is this?” (Aya) 

“With this, we can tell the Status of Sa-san.” (Makoto) 
While I was saying this, the Soul Book released light. 
It looks like her Status and Skills have been identified. 
“Hm? How do you look at it?” (Aya) 

“Lend it here.” (Makoto) 

I borrowed the book of Sa-san and we all looked at it. 
[Race: Lamia 

Name: Sasaki Aya 

Level: 34 

Stats: XXXXXX 

Skills: XXXXXX] 

“Your level is above 30?!” (Makoto) 

“Uwa! What’s this? Her Stats are crazy high too.” (Lucy) 
“T lose to this...” (Nina) 


Nina-san is shocked by this. 


“Does that mean Sa-san has also gotten the Isekai benefit?” (Makoto) 

“Is this impressive?” (Aya) 

Sa-san tilted her head. 

“Her Stats are crazy, but her skills are also interesting-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


“Uhm, Unique Skills: [Transformation Skill] and [Evolution Skill] and... 
oh?” (Makoto) 


That last skill... 
“Hm? This is...” (Lucy) 
Looks like Lucy noticed too. 


It said [Action Game Player]. 


Chapter 45: The Skill of Sasaki Aya 
is Strong 


“Action Game Player?” (Makoto) 

“It resembles the name of your skill, Makoto.” (Lucy) 
“The name of Goshujin-sama’s skill too.” (Nina) 

“Let’s see here. Let’s look at it in more detail.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan looks at the Soul Book of Sa-san. 


“Can use the basic actions: [Dash], [Charge Attack], [Mid-Air Jump]... 
Sasaki-dono, can you?” (Fujiwara) 


“Uhm, there’s definitely times when my running speed increases suddenly. 
So that was a skill, huh.” (Aya) 


“Dash increases the regular speed to 3 times as fast?!” (Makoto) 


“With the stats of Sasaki-sama, 3 times more is quite the strong skill.” 
(Nina) 


That’s nice. 
DlIfferent from me, hers sound simple and easy to use. 
“Sa-san, you got quite the jackpot there.” (Makoto) 


“Hmm, is that so...” (Aya) 


She is making a face as if she doesn’t really feel it. 

“No, the most crazy part about this skill is here-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 
Remaining Lives: 4/5 > Activates when level 30 or higher. 

“This is...” (Makoto) 


By remaining lives, it must mean the remaining lives that you can see in 
action games? 


That means...this is a cheat skill! 


“Sasaki-dono, we now know the reason why you survived the boss of the 
harpies.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan says this while sighing. 

“Eh? What skill is this?” (Lucy) 

“Goshujin-sama, please explain.” (Nina) 

“Hey, Takatsuki-kun, what does this mean?” (Aya) 
“No, Sa-san, at least you should know!” (Makoto) 
If you are a gamer, you should understand. 


“Remaining Lives is a word that’s used in our world. It means that you can 
redo the number of times it is said there-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


“Redo?” (Lucy) 
Lucy still isn’t picking it. 


“By Remaining Lives: 5, it must mean that she can most likely revive 5 
times at most.” (Makoto) 


“Aah, so that’s why it has gone down to 4.” (Aya) 


Looks like Sa-san has understood now. 
But Lucy and Nina-san were in shock. 
“R-Revive?” (Lucy) 


“In other words, it has the same effect as the Light Saint Rank Magic: 
[Resurrection]?” (Nina) 


“Well...most likely.” (Makoto) 
“““HTEEEEEEE?!”” 
It seems like Lucy and Nina-san finally understood. 


“You would need several hundreds of thousands of G if you were to request 
for a resurrection from the Church...” (Lucy) 


“Being able to resurrect yourself is already in a sacred treasure class...” 
(Nina) 


The skills of our classmates really are cheats. 


“Now that we understand the cheat-like strength and Skills of Sa-san, let’s 
rest for now. I am already at my limit in sleepiness.” (Makoto) 


“Yeah, I am woozy.” (Lucy) 

“Right. Let’s rest first before making a plan.” (Fujiwara) 

Lucy and I fell asleep as if we had dropped dead. 

OO 

“Now then, let’s form a plan to defeat the Harpy Queen.” (Makoto) 
“Alright!” (Aya) 


Sa-san is pumped up. 


The remaining ones are clapping. 

“First, let’s share information. While Takki-dono and Lucy-dono were 
sleeping, we went to the Adventurer Guild to report that you two have 
returned.” (Fujiwara) 

“Ah, forgot to report.” (Makoto) 

That’s Fuji-yan for ya. 


His consideration is polished. 


“While at it, we gathered information regarding the unsavory adventurers 
that tailed you two at Laberintos.” (Nina) 


“Tt looks like they haven’t returned yet.” (Fujiwara) 
“That means...” (Makoto) 

They couldn’t escape from the dragon? 

“They were bad people, so that’s obvious!” (Lucy) 


“Tt hurts my heart a bit, but 1t means that there’s no need to worry about 
being attacked by them in the future, so I suppose that will give me peace of 
mind.” (Makoto) 


I give my thanks to Fuji-yan and Nina-san. 
“Next is Sasaki-dono.” (Fujiwara) 
“Me?” (Aya) 


Sa-san still had energy even when coming out from Laberintos, so she went 
shopping for clothes with Nina-san. 


She is currently wearing a one piece. 


“This here is an Adventurer Card-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


“Eh? You can get those even outside from the Adventurer Guild?” (Makoto) 
There’s no way that’s possible. 

An Adventurer Card can’t be issued anywhere aside from the Adventurer 
Guild, and anywhere else aside from the Adventurer Guild is against the 
law. 

But we are talking about Fuji-yan here. 

He must have some back routes. 

The wry smile of Fuji-yan is testament to this. 


“Uhm, name’s Sasaki Aya, and...race is Demi-human?” (Aya) 


“If we do this the regular way, the fact that she is a monster will be 
discovered after all.” (Fujiwara) 


“Aah, that’s true.” (Lucy) 

Lucy nods. 

“Is it bad to learn that she is a monster?” (Makoto) 
“Takatsuki-sama...” (Nina) 

Nina-san looks at me with an amazed face. 


“Monsters and demons can’t be issued an adventurer card. They are 
subjugation targets in this world of humans after all.” (Nina) 


“Is that so.” (Makoto) 
Hm? 
Then what about Lucy? 


When I glanced at Lucy, our eyes met. 


And then she averted her gaze. 

(if I remember correctly, Lucy said she is a half elf and demon.) (Makoto) 
Her adventurer card only said elf. 

She must have used a back route. 

“Then, I just have to hide the fact that I’m a Lamia, right?” (Aya) 


“Yes. Your skin is bluish, Sasaki-sama, so it should be fine to answer that 
you are a fishkin if you are asked what race you are. There’s rarely any 
unless you are in the southern region, so there’s no need to worry.” (Nina) 


As expected of Fuji-yan and Nina-san. 

They thought a lot about it and made preemptive moves. 
“So, the main topic.” (Fujiwara) 

Fuji-yan spreads the harpy request poster and other papers. 
“The weak point of harpies is fire magic?” (Aya) 


“Well, their feathers burn well after all. We are counting on you, Lucy.” 
(Makoto) 


“Yeah, leave it to me!” (Lucy) 

Lucy rotates her arm. 

Fire magic really is handy against monsters. 
“How many harpies are there?” (Nina) 


“The family of Lamias was around a 100, so they are probably around the 
same.” (Aya) 


Sa-san answers the question of Nina-san. 


“It would be best to avoid fighting that amount of monsters.” (Fujiwara) 


“Can’t we wipe them all out with a surprise attack when they are all 
gathered together?” (Aya) 


“With the fire magic of Lucy-sama, if it goes well...” (Nina) 


“It is better to not rely too much on the no-control magic of Lucy.” 
(Makoto) 


“Wa?! Makoto!” (Lucy) 

Lucy grabs my arm and shakes it. 

“Hey, your water magic was amazing too, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 
Sa-san who is at my other side is slapping my shoulder. 

By the way, I am in between Lucy and Sa-san in the seatings. 


“Water magic isn’t suited for attacks. The Water Dragon magic that I used 
at the time when we were surrounded by monsters only blew the monsters 
away. It didn’t defeat them. There might have been some who drowned 
though.” (Makoto) 


“Water Magic: Water Dragon?! Isn’t that a Superior Rank spell?!” (Nina) 
Nina-san raises a voice of surprise. 

“T asked the Spirits to help me use it. It is not like I can use it.” (Makoto) 
“Even so, that’s impressive.” (Fujiwara) 

“Yeah, Takatsuki-kun was amazing.” (Aya) 

Sa-san says this while sticking to me. 


“T will do the attacking. The problem is where the harpy boss will be.” 
(Lucy) 


Even Lucy grabbed my arm and stuck to me. 

Lucy’s body temperature is high so it is hot here. 

“T think they have a lair somewhere just like the Lamias.” (Aya) 
Sa-san sticks even closer and closer to me. 

I don’t know if it is the trait of Lamias, but her skin is cool. 

The complete opposite of Lucy. 

Or more like, stuck in between these two is incredibly tight... 
Cramped. 


“Hmm, we tried asking around the Adventurer Guild, but there was no 
information regarding the harpy’s nest.” (Nina) 


“There’s no choice but to search for it on our own, huh...” (Makoto) 


“Then, let’s divide in two groups today. Sa-san and I will explore 
Laberintos. Fuji-yan, I am sorry, but can you accompany Lucy? Lucy, I am 
counting on you to ask around the Adventurer City with Nina-san and Fuji- 
yan.” (Makoto) 

“Eh?! Why? I will go to Laberintos too.” (Lucy) 

Lucy objects. 


“Lucy-sama, Laberintos is in a state where it isn’t strange to encounter a 
dragon anywhere. Exploring is dangerous.” (Nina) 


“Uh, that’s true... But in that case, Makoto would be in danger too!” (Lucy) 


“As long as I have water around, I can manage to escape. Also, I have to 
meet the Water Spirits every day in order to use Spirit Magic.” (Makoto) 


“Is that so. That sounds cumbersome.” (Fujiwara) 


“Thanks to that, I can use Superior Rank Magic.” (Makoto) 
“T just have to guide Takatsuki-kun in the dungeon, right?’”’, Sa-san says. 


“Yes, and while at it, let’s train your skills. It would be best if you were to 
learn Stealth.” (Makoto) 


“Got it. Takatsuki-kun, you look like you are having fun.” (Aya) 
“Eh?” (Makoto) 
Really? 


But it is true that this situation of preparing before defeating a boss 1s a first 
and it is exciting. 


“Sorry, Sa-san. I have to go about it more seriously.” (Makoto) 


“No, I was at a loss on my own. It is nice to have everyone help me out.” 
(Aya) 


Saying this, the expression of Sa-san softens compared to yesterday. 


“Hey, Makoto. Don’t do anything weird just because you two are alone, 
okay?” (Lucy) 


“What do you mean by weird...” (Makoto) 
Lucy pinches my cheek and I brush it off lightly with my hand. 
“You are training with me at night.” (Lucy) 


“Of course. Your fire magic is going to be the core of this time’s plan after 
all.” (Makoto) 


“Yes!” (Lucy) 


Now then, it has mostly been decided. 


“Alright then, let’s begin moving.” (Makoto) 


Chapter 46: We prepare for the 
boss battle 


-Sasaki Aya POV- 

“How is it? Do you think you can use Stealth, Sa-san?” (Makoto) 
Takatsuki-kun asks. 

I am currently in the middle of training my Stealth Skill. 

“Yeah, I think I get 1t somewhat. But it is difficult.” (Aya) 

We are at the Mid Floor of Laberintos. 

On the space at the back of the giant waterfall. 


It is my favorite place, but lately 1t became a saddening place that reminded 
me of my family. 


However, it doesn’t sadden me as much now. 


(T4 99 
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When I look at my side, I see Takatsuki-kun spreading his hands in the sky, 
and saying something in a low voice. 


“What are you doing?” (Aya) 


“T am speaking to the Spirits around here. Telling them to let’s get along.” 
(Makoto) 


“Uhm, when you get along with Spirits, your Spirit Magic gets stronger, 
was it?” (Aya) 


“Yeah, it is pretty quirky magic, you see.” (Makoto) 
“Do you think you can get along with the Spirits?” (Aya) 


“IT do. The Spirits of Laberintos are pretty cooperative. They are easy to 
speak to.” (Makoto) 


“Ts that so.” (Aya) 
I can’t see these so called Spirits, so it doesn’t really click with me. 
But Takatsuki-kun seems to be having fun. 


I don’t remember when, but in the past I thought that he would be happy if 
he were to come to this world, and that’s exactly what happened. 


While I spaced out watching him, I continued training the Skill. 
“Shh! Sa-san, there’s harpies.” (Makoto) 

ee? 

Tension runs. 

My heart that was jumping grows cold. 


When I looked at the atrium part of the cave from the opening of the 
waterfall, I saw several harpies circling around. 


They are probably searching for prey. 
*Grind!*...I could feel my teeth grinding. 


Acting as if nothing happened. I am going to send the whole lot of you to 
hell! 


Maybe he noticed my feelings, Takatsuki-kun speaks to me calmly. 
““Sa-san, do those guys always appear from around there?” (Makoto) 


“*’.. Yeah, as far as I know, they come from that big hole where the light 
comes in from.” (Aya) 


“Then, it would be best to think that their nest is also around that part.” 
(Makoto) 


“But we won’t be able to reach that place with us being unable to fly...” 
(Aya) 


I also think that their nest is close to the ceiling of this underground lake 
area. 


But there’s no path to reach there. 


“Let’s think about that later with everyone... Looks like those guys flew 
somewhere else.” (Makoto) 


Just as Takatsuki-kun said, the harpies disappeared deep into this 
underground area. 


“Tt should be okay now.” (Makoto) 

“Yeah.” (Aya) 

We go back to what we were doing. 

We are mostly silent in order to not let monsters find us. 


But compared to the loneliness of when I was living alone in this dungeon, 
this truly calms my heart. 


(However...) (Aya) 


If I were asked whether everything is calming, I would be able to say for 
sure... 


There’s something that bothers me. 

(The times when we are both alone are most likely gonna be rare.) (Aya) 
I should ask this as naturally as possible. 

I speak to him in a tone as if beginning a normal conversation. 


“Hey, Takatsuki-kun, what kind of relationship do you have with Lucy- 
san?” (Aya) 


Ah, the way of asking might have been a bit too straight. 
I wonder if he thought weirdly of it. 

But it bothers me. 

The beautiful red haired elf girl. 


She gave me a bit of a thorny impression, but when I spoke to her, she was 
a girl with a refreshing personality. 


And for some reason, she wears thinly. 
To the point that it made even a girl like me skip a beat. 


“What kind of relationship, you ask? I told you already, didn’t I? A 
comrade that I formed a party with around half a year ago.” (Makoto) 


“A party with only you two, right?” (Aya) 

“At times we would be together with Fuji-yan, or go together with other 
adventurers. We do have different members every now and then. I was 
mostly solo though.” (Makoto) 


“You adventure alone?” (Aya) 


“It is comfortable after all. | am a pro at goblin hunting, II] have you 
know.” (Makoto) 


For some reason, he was making a proud expression. 


It is the same face he was making when he was playing games in his free 
time on the field trip. 


(He hasn’t changed.) (Aya) 

“But now with Sa-san, it will be a party of 3.” (Makoto) 
“Eh?” (Aya) 

“Hm? You don’t want to?” (Makoto) 

“No! Of course I’m okay!” (Aya) 

That surprised me. 

I was thinking about asking him to let me into his party eventually. 
I see, I am already a part of the party! 

“Ah, but I haven’t consulted with Lucy yet.” (Makoto) 
“But I am sure it will be alright.” (Makoto) 

He is calling Lucy without honorifics. 


As far as I know, Takatsuki-kun didn’t have any female friends he would 
call without honorifics. 


Thinking like that, he is pretty close to Lucy-san. 


(Just that, it seems like calling people by their name is the normal practice 
in this world...) (Aya) 


Lucy-san suddenly called me ‘Aya’ after all. 


(Would it be better if I call him ‘Makoto’, too? But it would be weird to 
suddenly change my way of calling him... Uuuh...) (Aya) 


While feeling fuzzy, we continued that day’s training and exploration. 
OO 

-Lucy POV- 

“Now then, let’s begin the training to control your fire.” (Makoto) 


After finishing dinner, I began training at the outskirts of the Adventurer 
City with Makoto. 


I was together with Fujtyan-san and Nina for the day. 


We went to the Adventurer Guild and the merchants to get information 
about the Harpy Queen, but the results were not good. 


Everyone was gossipping about the Taboo Dragon or the Sun Knight Order 
and the Light Hero. 


“Apparently, in 2-3 days, the Sun Knight Order will be leaving to subjugate 
the Taboo Dragon.” (Lucy) 


“Hoh, then once the subjugation is done, the monsters in Laberintos might 
calm down.” (Makoto) 


“That’s what they say. The adventurers and merchants were grieving the 
fact that because of the dragon appearing at the Upper Floor, explorations 
have reduced, and it is affecting business.” (Lucy) 


“Well, figures.” (Makoto) 


While saying this, Makoto was using his water magic to create a small 
dragon and flew it about. 


Even though it was a water ball just a few days ago... 


His art is becoming even more detailed. 

“How many Stone Bullets can you bring out at once now, Lucy?” (Makoto) 
“Only 3...” (Lucy) 

“Ooh, nice. It increased.” (Makoto) 

Makoto says this while having 9 mini-sized dragons flying around him. 

I feel like he is making fun of me. 


“How in the world do you make it so you can have such minute control?” 
(Lucy) 


“When you surpass 120 in Water Magic Proficiency, you can do this.” 
(Makoto) 


“Okay.” (Lucy) 

I was an idiot for asking. 

It doesn’t serve as reference at all. 

What is Proficiency: 120? 

My fire magic proficiency is 15 and my earth magic proficiency is 11. 
Just that, earth magic is easier to use thanks to the staff. 


More accurately speaking, it is thanks to the magic staff that the God Giant 
tinkered with. 


The training we are doing right now is training to increase the amount of 
Falling Meteors I can do. 


The amount of harpies that will be this time’s opponent are many. 


“We want to defeat as many of them as possible in the first move’, is the 
opinion of Makoto. 


(The Harpy Queen... The target of revenge for the Lamias, the family of 
Sasaki Aya.) (Lucy) 


The adventure this time around originates from the lamia girl we met 
recently. 


A girl that had been reincarnated as a Lamia. 

And an acquaintance of Makoto. 

(What kind of acquaintance was she?) (Lucy) 

I heard that ‘she is a friend of mine that studied in the same school as us’. 


Saying ‘she was a bit more of a docile girl before though’ as he laughed, 
Aya went ‘what do you mean by that?’, and bonged the head of Makoto. 


They get along well. 
Not only that, they are close. 


(They were exploring Laberintos all alone today... Moreover, he said that 
he invited her to the party.) (Lucy) 


Invite Sasaki Aya to the party. 

I have no issues with that. 

She is the friend of Makoto and Fujiyan-san. 

They are otherworldlers and she has no other acquaintances here. 


Moreover, she reincarnated into a monster, so we can’t act as people who 
don’t know about her circumstances. 


It is natural to help her. 


But what bothers me is... 

(Aya probably likes Makoto...) (Lucy) 

Did she love him from way back? 

Or did she fall in love with him in this world after they reunited? 
I don’t know. 


“By the way, Lucy, can you guide Sa-san around the city tomorrow?” 
(Makoto) 


“Eh? Kya!” (Lucy) 


Being suddenly thrown that topic, I ended up dropping the Stone Bullet that 
I was controlling. 


The rock that was burning with fire magic scorched the ground. 

“Are you okay?” (Makoto) 

“Y-Yeah. By the way, only me? What will you do, Makoto?” (Lucy) 

“T will be communicating with the Spirits in Laberintos again.” (Makoto) 
“Are you okay alone?” (Lucy) 


“T have done the [Mapping] of all the escape routes, so I am okay alone. I 
want you to teach Sa-san how to shop and how to use money.” (Makoto) 


“Got it...” (Lucy) 
Alone with Aya, huh. 


After finishing training...we finished the day with fuzzy feelings still in my 
heart. 


Chapter 47: Takatsuki Makoto 
finds the harpy’s nest 


“Sorry, Nina-san, to have you help me out.” (Makoto) 
“No no, Goshujin-sama told me to lend as much help as possible.” (Nina) 
Right now we are not inside Laberintos, but outside of it. 


We are aiming for the ceiling of the underground lake from the outside of 
the dungeon. 


It is only Nina-san and I. 
The reason is because I can only use Stealth on 2 people. 
Sa-san is in the middle of practicing the Skill. 


I used Mapping on Laberintos for 3 days to search every nook and cranny, 
but I couldn’t find a path to the harpy’s nest. 


Harpies are flying monsters, so there’s a high chance that there’s no path 
that can be reached by foot. 


And so, we decided on exploring the outside of the dungeon where the area 
that serves as an atrium for the underground lake is located at. 


“The trees are troublesome.” (Makoto) 


The outside of the dungeon 1s thick in trees that block the view. 


“Takatsuki-sama, be careful. Even though we are not inside the dungeon, 
there’s still a chance that there’s monsters.” (Nina) 


“With my Detection Skill and your Eavesdrop Skill, I don’t think we won’t 
be able to notice.” (Makoto) 


A rabbitkin like Nina-san apparently has the best sense of hearing within 
the beastkin. 


“There’s monsters.” (Makoto) 
“Yeah, let’s circumvent them.” (Nina) 


When we pick ji the presence of monsters, we take a detour to avoid 
unnecessary battles. 


Because of that, we were taking time in our way. 


We push aside the plants while slowly advancing. 
Silence continued. 
Hmn,, it is tough that I can’t say one single considerate thing. 


People like Sakurai-kun probably wouldn’t have problems making 
conversation. 


Is what I was thinking, when Nina-san threw a conversation at me. 


“Takatsuki-sama, you have been friends with Goshujin-sama since the time 
of your previous world, right?” (Nina) 


“Yeah. But well, we were only acquainted with each other for 1 year in the 
previous world though.” (Makoto) 


Even so, I have been helped out by Fuji-yan a whole lot. 
No amount of gratitude would be enough. 

“There’s something I want to ask Takatsuki-sama.” (Nina) 
“What is it?” (Makoto) 

Something about Fuji-yan? 

“What kind of girls does Goshujin-sama like?” (Nina) 

So it is that type of conversation, huh. 


Even if you ask a person like me whose age is equal to the amount of time 
without a girlfriend... 


But I have been under the care of Nina-san. 
Let’s take care of this in a gentlemanly way. 
“He basically likes beast eared girls.” (Makoto) 
This is the truth. 

No doubt about it. 


Cause you know, I have been hit with a conversation of how great beast 
ears are for around 100 times already when we are drinking at Beast Ear 
Garden. 


“T know that though...” (Nina) 
Nina-san’s long ears droop dejected. 
“Are you uneasy about something?” (Makoto) 


“No matter how much I try to make moves on him, he doesn’t follow 
through.” (Nina) 


“Just before, I entered his room with quite the risque clothing, but he didn’t 
do anything...” (Nina) 


It was more of an adult consultation than I thought! 

It’s impossible... This conversation is too much for me. 

Why aren’t you doing anything, Fuji-yan?! 

Nina-san is cute! 

“Could it be that he doesn’t notice my feelings...?” (Nina) 

“No, I don’t think that’s the case.” (Makoto) 

He 100% notices, so it is okay! 

He can read minds after all! 

“If nothing works, I will just have to pounce him at night...” (Nina) 
Nina-san, even though you are a rabbit, you are carnivorous! 


“Tt looks like the daughter of the Feudal Lord of Makkaren has an interest 
in Goshujin-sama...” (Nina) 


“Aah, Christiana-san, right?” (Makoto) 


“She is a dirty person! In order to secure the course of the Flying Ship of 
Goshujin-sama, she demanded a variety of things.” (Nina) 


Well, that’s how a person in power works. 


“T will try asking Fuji-yan next time.” (Makoto) 


“Please do!” (Nina) 
I just accepted easily there, but was that okay? 


While we were having that kind of conversation, we were closing in on the 
objective. 


“According to the Mapping Skill, we are close to the top of the underground 
lake.” (Makoto) 


“The Mapping Skill of Takatsuki-sama has quite the accuracy. To think it 
can cover such a vast area.” (Nina) 


Really? 

I didn’t really pay much attention to it. 
“Let’s stop here. There’s harpies.” (Makoto) 
“Yeah, lookouts. 3 of them.” (Nina) 

I only caught 2 with Detection. 

It really is good that Nina-san is here. 


After watching for a while, the lookout harpies shifted places with harpies 
that came out from the hole. 


Looks like there’s no doubt their nest is somewhere around there. 
“We have mostly pinpointed the location of the nest.” (Makoto) 
“The lookouts will be a problem though.” (Nina) 

“Let’s return for now.” (Makoto) 


We stealthily return to the Adventurer City in a way that the harpies don’t 
notice us. 


OO 


“And so, it looks like there’s no doubt that the nest of the harpies is at the 
top of the underground lake area.” (Makoto) 


“That’s where she is...” (Aya) 
The eyes of Sa-san sharpen. 
“There’s one piece of good news-desu zo”, Fujiwara says. 


“Tt looks like Sakurai-dono and the Sun Knight Order have subjugated the 
Taboo Dragon.” (Fujiwara) 


“Ah! It is true that the Adventurer Guild was noisy today. So that’s why.” 
(Lucy) 


Lucy who has been gathering information in the guild and training 
hammered her hand in realization. 


“Hoh, as expected of Sakurai-kun. It hasn’t even been 1 week since coming 
to Laberintos, and yet, they have already finished the subjugation.” 
(Makoto) 


“About that, it looks like they aren’t done.” (Fujiwara) 
“What do you mean by that, Goshujin-sama?” (Nina) 
“There’s apparently 3 Taboo Dragons.” (Fujiwara) 
“Eh? That many?!” (Makoto) 

That sounds like bad news instead. 


“Then, that means the actions of the monsters in Laberintos will be staying 
weird...” (Lucy) 


Lucy is feeling down. 


She hasn’t been able to go into the dungeon lately after all. 
“So, when are we going to defeat the harpy?” (Aya) 
The voice of Sa-san is tough. 


“T think it would be safer if we do it after all the Taboo Dragons are 
subjugated though...” (Fujiwara) 


“When will that be?” (Aya) 
“T can’t tell that far...’ (Fujiwara) 


Even if they managed to subjugate the Taboo Dragon this time around, 
there’s no assurance that they will be able to do so for the next ones. 


Laberintos is big, and it is not like it is sure that the Sun Knight Order will 
win. 


“Let’s make the subjugation of the harpies 3 days from now. At the very 
least, let’s strengthen my Spirit Magic enough. Also, let’s wait until Lucy’s 
magic is ready.” (Makoto) 

“Lucy-san, can you be ready in 3 days?” (Aya) 

“Your eyes are scary, Aya... Got it! Leave it to me.” (Lucy) 

“Tt is settled then.” (Nina) 

Nina-san looks at everyone. 


I take over. 


“Then, 3 days from now, let’s subjugate the Harpy Queen.” (Makoto) 


Chapter 48: VS Harpies 


The night before the fight against the harpies. 

I had a dream. 

A space of nothing -the room of the Goddess. 

It has been a while. 

I lowered to my knees and placed my hands together. 

The Goddess appeared with ice in mouth and fanning herself. 
Also, she has a rough appearance wearing a t-shirt and spats. 
Or more like, that’s super erotic. 

(Eeeh...) (Makoto) 

“Oh my? You came?” (Noah) 

She turns my way while fanning her chest. 


I really would like you to have a proper attire at least in the rare instances 
when your believer visits you. 


It is a waste of your beauty. 
“T can hear what you are saying in your mind, you know.” (Noah) 
“Your attire is immodest, Goddess-sama.” (Makoto) 


“Hey. You are lacking in faith.” (Noah) 


“T pray everyday.” (Makoto) 
The Goddess pouts with a ‘muuh’. 
Let’s leave the light talk here. 


“Thank you very much. It is thanks to Goddess-sama that I was able to meet 
Sasaki-san.” (Makoto) 


“Hm, be grateful.” (Noah) 
Even if you say that with ice in your mouth... 


“By the way, Makoto. Why are you not trying to get along with the Light 
Hero-kun?” (Noah) 


Hm? 


“He is one of the believers of the Holy Gods that you hate though. Is it okay 
to get along with him?” (Makoto) 


“Don’t worry about those things. You can get along with him and later you 
can make use of him, right?” (Noah) 


The Goddess says dark stuff as always. 
“Using a classmate of mine is a bit...” (Makoto) 
I am ethically adverse to the idea. 


“He will become a key person in the future of this continent. Don’t 
complain and get along with him. You got to reunite with your friend when 
you followed what I said, right?”’ (Noah) 


“T am grateful for that, but...” (Makoto) 
“Sasaki Aya-chan has it nice. If it is in Stats alone, she is hero class, you 


know. The magic of Lucy-chan is slowly getting stronger, too. Your party is 
shaping up well.” (Noah) 


“The supposed leader is weak though.” (Makoto) 
Even if my surroundings alone get strong... 


“Stats are decoration. You just need a big move that can turn the tides in 
one go! Keep mastering Spirit Magic.” (Noah) 


Her instructions lately have gotten specific. 

“For now, don’t go getting defeated by something like harpies.” (Noah) 
She ruffles my hair. 

I felt like power was welling up in me. 

Did she bring me here to encourage me? 

“Please leave it to me, Goddess-sama.” (Makoto) 

I bowed, and by the time I raised my head, the Goddess was already gone. 
OO 

“Okay, let’s go.” (Makoto) 

“Ts it really okay to go at this early hour?” (Lucy) 

Lucy is rubbing her eyes sleepily. 

Time is 2:00 a.m. 

It is time to leave for the subjugation of the Harpy Queen. 

“T thought for sure we were going in the morning.” (Nina) 

“That’s naive-desu zo, Nina-dono! This world is the strong eat the weak. 


We have to stab at the weakness of the enemies mercilessly. Harpies are 
bird monsters. Their vision lowers at night.” (Fujiwara) 


“We Lamias were attacked in our sleep. I will get them back for that!” 
(Aya) 


Sa-san was excited. 


“The harpies should be sleeping deeply right now. Let’s give them eternal 
sleep.” (Makoto) 


“Makoto, you are saying some scary stuff there.” (Lucy) 
I said that to Sa-san, but Lucy retorted. 


“Lucy and I will come from the outside of the dungeon. Nina-san and Sa- 
san will be on standby at the underground lake. The time of the attack will 
be in 2 hours from now, at 4. Fuji-yan, you wait for the good news and the 
materials of the Harpy Queen.” (Makoto) 


“Umu, be careful not to forget any necessary items. I pray for your 
victory!” (Fujiwara) 


We all nodded lightly and departed. 
OO 
“The nights at the outside forest of Laberintos are dark and creepy.” (Lucy) 


I was walking with Lucy who 1s grabbing my arm tightly with Stealth 
activated. 


“T have been walking several round trips in the past 3 days, so this is like a 
walk in the park for me.” (Makoto) 


“...Wasn’t it hard?” (Lucy) 
“No, it was fun.” (Makoto) 
“You are weird.” (Lucy) 


Careful preparations before a boss fight. 


We shouldn’t slacken our hand in this part. 

My excitement is rising a bit. 

“The mist is thick. It is good that vision is bad though...” (Lucy) 

“T asked the Spirits to make this mist. Quite the good idea, right?” (Makoto) 
“This large of a scale?! Hngh?!” (Lucy) 

“You are being loud.” (Makoto) 

We silently advanced while I covered the mouth of Lucy. 

But the path is long. 

There’s nothing else to do. 


Now that I think about it, I haven’t asked Fuji-yan about the girl matters 
that Nina-san requested me of. 


Once this battle ends, let’s invite him to drinks. 

(Don’t go raising weird flags.) (Noah) 

My bad, Goddess-sama. 

Pll be careful. 

“Hey, Makoto.” (Lucy) 

After a while of walking, Lucy spoke to me. 

“About the other day when I went out together with Aya.” (Lucy) 
“Aah, did you get along better?” (Makoto) 


What kind of conversations did they have? 


““So-so. The food of the Lamias was bad, so she was moved by the menu of 
the restaurants and cafes.” (Lucy) 


“Yeah, she apparently only ate raw fish and nuts.” (Makoto) 
When I heard about the diet of Sa-san, I really felt pity for her. 


“She said she wanted to eat sweet things, but there’s not that many of those 
in the city of Laberintos.” (Lucy) 


“Speaking of that, Fuji-yan said he would be bringing chocolate. What 
other thing did you talk about?” (Makoto) 


Hm? 

Did they only talk about food? 

“Also...she told me about how you were in your previous world.” (Lucy) 
“T was only a game-loving loner.” (Makoto) 

Sa-san hasn’t said anything weird, I hope. 

“T spoke to Aya about how you were in Makkaren.” (Lucy) 

Hm? 

“Why is it all about me...?” (Makoto) 


“Because Aya wanted to hear about it. I also wanted to hear about the past 
of you, Makoto.” (Lucy) 


“Ts that so...” (Makoto) 
That’s a bit embarrassing. 


But was that even a fun conversation? 


OO 

“Tt is about time. Lucy, wait here.” (Makoto) 

“Okay. You are going to defeat the lookouts, right?” (Lucy) 

“Yeah.” (Makoto) 

I unsheath my dagger while saying this, and set Clear Mind to a high value. 


The vision is the worst because of the thick fog, but with Detection and 
Night Vision, I can tell the location of the harpies. 


The enemy hasn’t noticed. 


I erased my footsteps, and hit the neck and heart of the harpy with two hits 
from the back. 


I control the blood with water magic in a way so that it doesn’t splash onto 
me. 


I also finished 3 harpies that were on top of a big rock, a low tree branch, 
and close to the big hole that connects to Laberintos. 


I already knew beforehand that there’s still quite a bit of time before their 
shifts. 


“Lucy, I am done.” (Makoto) 


“Tt hasn’t even been 5 minutes... Aren’t you suited to be an assassin?” 
(Lucy) 


“There’s no profession like that.” (Makoto) 
I have Skills suited for assassinations, but there’s no Assassin class. 


On paper, that is. 


We approach the big hole connecting to Laberintos, and we slowly peek 
inside. 


At the ceiling of Laberintos, there’s a giant bird nest made of wood and ivy. 
The nest of the harpies. 

“Lucy, I leave it to you.” (Makoto) 

“Alright. I will gift them an especially big one for the sake of Aya.” (Lucy) 
Saying this, she begins chanting. 


With the staff of Lucy, gifted by the old man giant, she can skip the chant 
for the Stone Bullet at least. 


But this time around, she is doing spells that call several big rocks at once. 
Giant boulders appear one after the other. 

“Be clad in fire; [Fire Element Grant].” (Lucy) 

The giant boulders burn red. 

It began to light up the area like the sunset. 

“Lucy! The harpies are beginning to notice!” (Makoto) 

There’s several of them peeking out from their nest and looking over here. 
But it 1s too late! 


“{Meteor Shower]!” (Lucy) 





Lucy swings her staff, and the burning boulders are shot, taking out the 
harpies along with the harpy nest. 


Ear-piercing shrieks echo into the dungeon. 


Chapter 49: Sasaki Aya meets her 
bitter enemy again 


-From the Harpy’s Nest- 
(There’s something outside.) 
(What were the lookouts doing?) 


Harpies may be monsters, but have high intelligence, and are good at acting 
in groups and in techniques to protect themselves. 


The harpies that were at the entrance of the nest soon noticed the 
abnormality and looked outside...to be shocked. 


A light that’s strong enough to think that morning had come, and the 
moment they noticed that it was a spell that was aiming to attack their nest, 
they were swallowed. 


The nest crumbled tragically. 
Burned by magic, their comrades were being crushed by the falling ceiling. 
But there were some who managed to escape and fly away. 


As long as they manage to escape into the air, there’s no one who can attack 
them! 


((((EH?!)))) 


The flock of harpies that were flying in the air were suddenly swallowed by 
water. 


Harpies are bad at swimming. 

They don’t swim normally after all. 

((((What is going on?!)))) 

They continued to fall without being able to make calm decisions. 
And the harpies were slammed into the underground lake. 

OO 

-Sasaki Aya POV- 

“Sasaki-sama!” (Nina) 

“Yeah, Takatsuki-kun and Lucy-san have succeeded!” (Aya) 


We were hiding at the back of the waterfall, but the ceiling was crumbling 
with a thunderous sound, so we jumped outside. 


The hated harpies were raining down together with the ruins of what was 
once the nest of the harpies. 


Drowning in a massive amount of water. 


“Lucy-sama’s [Multi-Elemental Magic: Shooting Star Meteors] and 
Takatsuki-sama’s [Superior Rank Magic: Water Dragon]; what a scary 
combo.” (Nina) 


“The underground lake has the Sea Serpent and the King Crocodile. They 
should definitely think of the harpies as food.” (Aya) 


“They are being attacked already.” (Nina) 


The splashing sounds of harpies trying to run away were being made, but it 
looks like the water monsters had the advantage. 


‘Take that!” “Hoi!” 


At times, Nina-san and I would slam the harpies trying to escape back into 
the water. 


The harpies were being dragged underwater among screams. 
This is for my family! 

Like I will let a single one of you escape! 

“Haah...Haah...is there no one else?” (Nina) 

“Next is to find where the Queen is...” (Aya) 

I try to search for her, but I can’t find her. 

Did she escape? 

“Ooi, Sa-san, Nina-san.” (Makoto) 

After a while, Takatsuki-kun and Lucy-san floated down towards us. 
In his hand there was a small umbrella-like item. 

It is apparently called Fall Umbrella. 


It is a magic tool that when opened, even if you were to fall from a high 
place, you fall down slowly. 


Fujiwara-kun has some useful items. 

“How is it? Was the Harpy Queen defeated?” (Makoto) 

“Not yet. I don’t know if she was within the ones who fell.” (Aya) 
“Makoto, what about your Detection?” (Lucy) 

“There’s so many that it is impossible to pinpoint.” (Makoto) 


Where is it? 


Where is the boss of the enemy? 

The noisy dungeon slowly went down in volume. 

It looks like most of the harpies have been defeated. 

“It was anti-climatic. Let’s celebrate once we get back.” (Lucy) 
“Oi, Lucy, saying that is a flag, you know?” (Makoto) 
“Lucy-sama, you must not lower your guard.” (Nina) 


Lucy-san was already in victory mode, and Takatsuki-kun and Nina-san 
rebuke her. 


I was also a bit drunk in the victory. 


The harpies that I was unable to put a hand on no matter how much I tried, 
we managed to make short work of them! 


At that moment, we heard singing. 

A low singing that would be easy to miss. 

What is this? It is kind of a pleasant song... 

It doesn’t fit a dungeon. 

“Hm? Don’t you hear something?” (Aya) 

“What is it...? I certainly do hear something.” (Nina) 
“Me too...” (Lucy) 

We look around. 

“Here she comes.” (Aya) 


And then, she appeared. 


We all turn at the same time. 

Beautiful face and dazzling light brown wings. 
The Harpy Queen was there. 

The Harpy Queen was singing while speaking. 
What a skillful monster. 

“Could it be a siren song?!” (Nina) 

Nina-san shouts flustered. 

“Eh? Is she not the Harpy Queen?” (Lucy) 


“She must have evolved and obtained the abilities of a siren! Her voice can 
charm men. Takatsuki-sama, you must not listen to her song!” (Nina) 


Takatsuki-kun was looking at the Harpy Queen with a slightly surprised 
expression. 


It doesn’t matter! 

I will kill her because she gets us! 

Thinking this, I tried to approach her, but... 

“Ts it okay for the male mage to die?” 

The Harpy Queen grins. 

“Male mage, put your dagger on your own neck!” 


Takatsuki-kun followed those orders and brought the dagger to his own 
neck. 


“Shoot!”’, Nina-san shouts. 


“M-Makoto”, Lucy-san was holding her staff with both hands and going 
‘awawa’. 


“Fufu, my voice works especially well with male humans. You were out of 
luck the moment you had a male companion.” 


“The singing of sirens can charm men. The human that attacked your family 
must have been controlled by her too.” (Nina) 


Nina-san says this in anguish. 
So that’s how it was... 


“T was wondering who it was. So it was the lamia girl that I thought I killed 
at that time... So you were alive.” 


She glared at me with hatred. 
I also glare back at her with killing intent. 
“Your whole family has died. Serves you right.” (Aya) 


“Harpies can come back as many times as we want as long as I -the Queen- 
am alive. Too bad for you.” 


She says this as if mocking me. 
Damn it! That’s true. 
Us lamias are already done for because Mother-sama was killed. 


“You must not move. The human man there, slowly come to me. If your 
female companions attack me, cut your own throat.” 


Takatsuki-kun nodded lightly as if obeying her words. 
“N-No way...”, Lucy-san raises her voice. 
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..., Nina-san was looking for a chance and couldn’t move. 


(What should we do...?) (Aya) 

With Takatsuki-kun as a hostage, we can’t move carelessly. 

I look at the Harpy Queen and then at Takatsuki-kun, and then... 
I noticed. 

(Takatsuki-kun?) (Aya) 


He is supposed to have been charmed by the Siren Song, and yet... he was 
looking intently at me. 


His eyes were clear, and it doesn’t look like he is charmed at all. 

(He is not being controlled?) (Aya) 

Takatsuki-kun slowly approaches the Harpy Queen while looking here. 
It was as if his eyes were trying to tell me something. 

(Alright.) (Aya) 

I gather strength into my right hand. 


The so called [Action Game Player: Charged Attack] Skill that I did 
unconsciously before. 


Of course, even if I were to attack right now, it wouldn’t work. 


“The women, stay here. You are lucky. If my children were here, I would 
have turned you into their meal. I will be taking the male human.” 


I trust in Takatsuki-kun and continue gathering strength. 
It is okay, I am sure. 


“Human men are truly stupid. They apparently see me as a Goddess when 
they hear my voice. There’s some that even go down to their knees the 


moment we meet.” 
Her face as if she won is pissing me off. 


“Here, want to lick my feet or something? It is the feet of a Goddess, you 
know.” 


Maybe she is letting it get to her head, the Harpy Queen pushes her feet out 
to Takatsuki-kun. 


She is extremely annoying, but she does have enough beauty to charm men. 
“M-Making Makoto lick your feet...I am jealou—how horrible!” (Lucy) 
“Uhm, Lucy-sama?” (Nina) 

Nina-san retorts. 

Let’s question that statement of Lucy-san later. 


Takatsuki-kun slowly bends to let his face get closer to the leg of the Harpy 
Queen, and... 


“There’s no way these damn dirty feet are the feet of a Goddess.” (Makoto) 
“Eh?” 

The ankle of the Harpy Queen was cut off! 

“Gyaaaaaa!!” 


The Harpy Queen raised a scream, and her eyes had things like icicles 
pierced in them. 


Did he use magic at the same time he cut her with his dagger? 
At what moment did he activate it?! 


“Sa-san! Now!” (Makoto) 


Takatsuki-kun shouts. 
Right, this is my only chance. 
I use Dash and close the distance in an instant. 


So to not lose that momentum, I smashed my right fist that had been 
Charged into the enemy’s body. 


“Gahah!” 

A big hole opened at the stomach of the Harpy Queen. 
My fist pierced her body. 

“D-Damn it... you bastard!” 

It is ridiculous, but it seems she is still alive. 

The claws of the Harpy Queen try to cut me. 

*Swish* 

Takatsuki-kun’s dagger cuts off the head of the Harpy Queen. 
Her head falls dully onto the ground. 

Isn’t the sharpness of that dagger way too incredible? 
“T-Thank you, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 

“You have avenged them, Sa-san.” (Makoto) 


The tension that was straining inside me diffused, and I fell right onto 
Takatsuki-kun powerlessly. 


(Ah, I am dirty from the blood.) (Aya) 


Without worrying about me who was trying to separate from him, 
Takatsuki-kun caught me, and hugged me. 


“Good work.” (Makoto) 
““... Yes.” (Aya) 
(I have avenged you, Mother-sama, older sisters, my siblings...) (Aya) 


I place my head on Takatsuki-kun’s shoulder and close my eyes. 


Chapter 50: Takatsuki Makoto 
speaks about the Goddess 


“...Why...did my charm...my singing...not work?” 


The Harpy Queen who is now only a severed head was letting out a pained 
voice. 


Eh? You can still speak? 

“What’s with this woman...? Why is she alive? This is scary.” (Lucy) 
Lucy is shocked. 

Yeah, me too. 


I feel like it might come out in my sleep, so please stop with the speaking 
severed head. 


“That Bitch...where is Elder Sister-sama?” (Aya) 
Sa-san is speaking to the severed head. 
It is quite the surreal sight, but it is a serious topic, so let’s not say anything. 


“...1 don’t know... After she opened the entrance of the lamia lair, she 
disappeared somewhere...” 


“...1 see.” (Aya) 


Sa-san’s voice portrayed her disappointment. 


I see, there’s still one more target she has to take her revenge on. 
So, what do we do about this severed head? 


“The lifeforce of a monster that has lived for more than a hundred years is 
abnormal after all. But the source of power for monsters is their heart. With 
her head and body separated, she will most likely die soon.” (Nina) 


Nina-san explains to me who 1s a bit scared. 

What a relief. 

“By the way, why were you not controlled, Takatsuki-kun?” (Aya) 
“That’s something that I am interested in too!” (Nina) 

Nina-san and Sa-san turn with a question of their own. 

Lucy is using her staff to poke the head of the Harpy Queen. 

Stop that. 


“It is apparently difficult to affect me with temptation magic or charm 
skills. I have [Clear Mind] after all.’ (Makoto) 


“Hmm, I did hear that mind stabilizing skills can allow you to resist charms 
and illusions...” (Nina) 


Nina-san is tilting her head. 
“Tt is weird that it doesn’t work at all.” (Makoto) 


“But it is thanks to Takatsuki-kun’s acting that I was able to get my 
revenge.” (Aya) 


Sa-san is still burying her face on my chest. 


It is already getting embarrassing, you know. 


Can we separate already? 

“Aya, get off Makoto already.” (Lucy) 

Maybe she got bored of poking the head, Lucy came here. 

“Eeh, just a bit more, a bit more...” (Aya) 

Lucy tried to tear her away from me, and Sa-san is going no no. 

It is like I am watching a little sister and big sister, and it is heartwarming. 
But I would prefer if they did this without me in between. 


“Now that I think about it, you have seen a Goddess, Takatsuki-sama?” 
(Nina) 


Nina-san says this with deep interest. 


“Yeah, she shows up in my dreams every now and then. She did so 
yesterday too.” (Makoto) 


“Ooh! If it is after you saw an actual Goddess, I can understand why the 
charm effect of the siren song didn’t work at all!” (Nina) 


Is that how it works? 
“Takatsuki-kun, what’s a Goddess?” (Aya) 


“Makoto is the believer of an Evil God, you know. She is apparently 
incredibly beautiful.” (Lucy) 


“Yeah yeah, she is incredibly beautiful and tries to seduce me every now 
and then.” (Makoto) 


“A-A Goddess tries to seduce you?!” (Nina) 


“She had some real provocative attire yesterday, and she touches my body 
pretty often...” (Makoto) 


That really makes my heart throb, so I would like her to stop that. 
“Eeh...could that Goddess-sama be a bitch?” (Lucy) 

Lucy! What a thing to say! 

It isn’t true, right? 

(Hey, I am a Virgin Goddess!) (Noah) 

“The Goddess is saying that she is a virgin.” (Makoto) 

I announce this for the sake of her honor. 

“The fact that she says it herself is suspicious.” (Aya) 

Sa-san, don’t say that. 


“E-Everyone, saying all that about a God will invite divine retribution, you 
know? Ah, looks like the Harpy Queen has died.” (Nina) 


While we were having a stupid conversation, the Harpy Queen apparently 
died. 


Well, who cares. 
“Is there some sort of rare material?” (Makoto) 


“The feathers might serve as materials. But for a monster that has lived for 
more than a hundred years, their hearts are the most important part.” (Nina) 


“Hoh, this?” (Aya) 
Sa-san took out the heart of the Harpy Queen without any hesitation. 
Grotesque... 


“There should be a magic crystal in the heart.” (Nina) 


“Hm, is it this?” (Aya) 
There’s a magic crystal shining in orange on the hand of Sa-san. 


“Ooh! What a splendid sized magic crystal. This will definitely be worth a 
good coin.” (Nina) 


“There’s one other one.” (Aya) 
“What?” (Nina) 
Sa-san took out a magic crystal shining purple of around the same size. 


“For some reason, it calms me down when I hold this magic crystal...” 
(Aya) 


Sa-san was looking intently at the magic crystal. 

“This magic crystal is most likely the one from the Lamia Queen...” (Nina) 
“?! This 1s?” (Makoto) 

I see, so it is amemento of Sa-san’s mother. 

“Shouldn’t it be better if Aya were to keep it?” (Lucy) 

“Yeah, it is Sa-san’s.” (Makoto) 

I agree with Lucy. 

“Eh? But...” (Aya) 

“T think Goshujin-sama will also happily say the same thing.” (Nina) 
“Thanks...” (Aya) 

Sa-san hugged the magic crystal gently into her chest. 


I really am glad we managed to get her revenge. 


OO 
“Now then, how about we go back?” (Makoto) 
“Are we going through the hole again?” (Lucy) 
Lucy doesn’t seem to like the idea. 
“Tt can’t be helped. There’s no other path.” (Makoto) 
“We safely won, so—everyone! Silent!” (Nina) 
“Someone has come.” (Lucy) 
Nina-san’s eyes got sharp and Lucy took a stance with her staff. 
After that, my Detection also reacted. 
“Looks like a party of humans are fighting monsters.” (Aya) 


Looking at the place Sa-san is pointing, there’s a group of around 20 
surrounded by monsters. 


“What should we do?” (Makoto) 
“T leave it to you, Makoto!” (Lucy) 
Hm, Sa-san and Nina-san are also looking at me. 


“For now, I still have a bit of leeway in the number of times I can use Spirit 
Magic, so let’s save them.” (Makoto) 


I took 1 week, and yet, it didn’t have much of a turn. 


“Spirit-sans, Spirits-sans, please help me for a bit. [Water Magic: Water 
Whale].” (Makoto) 


A giant water whale appears. 


It swims in the underground lake area, and drags the party of 20 as it flails 
the monsters with its tail. 


“Wawa!” “Hey!” 
Lucy and Sa-san hugged me. 


A massive amount of water washes to our location with the group of 
humans. 


“Takatsuki-sama, I am surprised you can control water in such a skillful 
manner...” (Nina) 


Nina-san says this amazed. 

“Hm? These guys are the Sun Knight Order.” (Lucy) 
“That’s true.” (Makoto) 

They do have the phoenix crest at their chest. 

That means he 1s also here? 

“Is everyone okay?!” 

The one who appeared was the Light Hero, Sakurai-kun. 
“Hey there, Sakurai-kun.” (Makoto) 

“T-Takatsuki-kun? Was that magic yours?” (Sakurai) 
“Uhm, how to say it...” (Makoto) 

“Ryousuke, are you okay?! Wait, hm? You are...” 

The one who came right after was our classmate, Yokoyama-san. 


“Saki-chan?” (Aya) 


“Eh? Could you possibly be Aya-chan?” (Yokoyama) 


‘No way, you were alive?’, ‘It has been a while’, ‘Where were you?’, ‘Your 
atmosphere has changed’, ‘Yeah, a bit’. 


The two girls were having a heated conversation. 
Sa-san and Yokoyama-san were good friends, huh. 
“Thanks for saving everyone.” (Sakurai) 
Sakurai-kun gives his thanks. 

“What happened?” (Makoto) 


The Sun Knight Order is an elite group with everyone having high class 
professions. 


I don’t think they would have trouble with Mid Floor monsters in 
Laberintos. 


“Aah, actually, we encountered the Taboo Dragons at the floor down, and 
ended up in a battle, but...” (Sakurai) 


Looks like the remaining 2 Taboo Dragons are cooperating with each other 
and are a hard fight. 


They were thinking about separating the two, but even the Low Floor 
monsters attacked them, and with them having the numerical inferiority, the 
Taboo Dragons attacked, and they retreated. 


What we saw was after they managed to escape to the Mid Floor. 


“Fortunately, there were no deaths, but this time around we failed...” 
(Sakurai) 


It is rare to see Sakurai-kun with a dark expression like that. 


“If the observer, the White Great Sage, were to be more cooperative, the 
situation would have been a lot more different though...” (Yokoyama) 


Yokoyama-san says vexed with a scowl. 


“That person is our insurance for when we fail. We can’t depend on them.” 
(Sakurai) 


Sakurai-kun doesn’t seem to mind it. 
“Eh?! The White Great Sage is here?!’ (Lucy) 
Lucy shouts in surprise. 


“Hey, Lucy, the White Great Sage is the one that’s said to be the strongest 
in the continent?” (Makoto) 


“Heeh, it is rare that Makoto knows.” (Lucy) 
I learned this in the temple after all. 


“Tt can’t be helped, Saki. We were told that we should be the ones to do 
something about the subjugation of the Taboo Dragons.” (Sakura1) 


“But if we were to report that we failed, the Prince Faction will poke at that 
chance...” (Yokoyama) 


“Yeah, we would be troubling Princess Noel.” (Sakurai) 

I don’t know the details of it, but it seems like they are quite troubled. 
Help the Light Hero — 

Dont help the Light Hero 

This is that. 


The event where I listen to the Goddess’s request. 


“Sakurai-kun, should I help out?” (Makoto) 


Chapter 51: Yokoyama Saki 
doesn’t trust her classmate 


- Yokoyama Saki POV- 
“Sakurai-kun, want me to help?” (Makoto) 


It was only after a while that I noticed that the feeble-looking mage together 
with Aya-chan was our classmate Takatsuki-kun. 


I -Yokoyama Saki- have the skill: Holy Knight. 


I use a holy sword, and with my body clad in light aura, I don’t get injured a 
single bit by weak monsters. 


With that power, I play an active role as the aide of the Light Hero. 
Also, my other skill: [Mana Vision]. 

I can see the source of power in this world that is called Mana. 
Thanks to that, we managed to overcome many dangers. 

Monsters that feign to be weak, assassins that feign to be civilians. 
Even if they try to hide their appearance, they can’t hide their mana. 
In my eyes... Takatsuki-kun 1s weak. 


I feel like he hasn’t gotten any stronger at all since the time I saw him at the 
temple. 


He has mana that is lower than that of the regular citizen. 
There’s no doubt he has been slacking in his training too. 
Even at school, he would always be playing games instead of studying. 


Even though Ryosuke is facing so much hardships because he ended up 
obtaining incredible power... 


What is this guy, who hasn’t worked hard at all and was just playing 
around, going to help us out in?! 


I say this to him with slight tre. 

“Takatsuki-kun, there’s nothing you can help u—” (Yokoyama) 
“Do you have a good plan?” (Sakurai) 

Ryousuke cuts my words and asks Takatsuki-kun. 

Eh? 

Are you going to rely on him? 

“A bit. I won’t know until I try though.” (Makoto) 


“We don’t have any moves we can make anymore. Please do help us out.” 
(Sakura1) 


Eeh...? I am sure it will be pointless. 


Ah, but maybe he will ask the red haired mage companion of Takatsuki- 
kun. 


Her mana is overwhelming. 
It is on a level that you can’t find even in the royal mages. 


“Then, wait here, Lucy, Nina-san. Sa-san, can you guide us?” (Makoto) 


“Got it.” (Aya) 

Looks like only Aya-chan will be coming with us. 

My prediction was wrong. 

“Will you be okay, Takatsuki-sama?” (Nina) 

“Be careful out there, Makoto.” (Lucy) 

His two companions seem to be worried. 

Of course they are. 

He is weak after all. 

“T won’t be that reckless.” (Makoto) 

Takatsuki-kun says this lightheartedly. 

He doesn’t understand the fearsomeness of the enemy. 

When you see the Taboo Dragon, you will definitely fall down on your butt. 
The ones heading there were Ryousuke, Aya-chan, Takatsuki-kun, and I. 
In the first place, can Takatsuki-kun and Aya-chan use flying magic? 
OO 

Takatsuki-kun didn’t use flying magic. 

Instead, he used a weird spell that let him move on the water surface. 


Even though flying magic is something that any Intermediate Rank Mage 
can use. 


“Waah, it is faster than the Sea Serpent.” (Aya) 


Aya-chan is merry. 


It looks kinda fun. 
OO 
“Ts this the place, Sa-san?” (Makoto) 


“Yeah, from here on is the Low Floor. They told me to never go down.” 
(Aya) 


Aya-chan and Takatsuki-kun are speaking. 
She seems to be pretty familiar with the dungeon. 
Is she an adventurer? 


We are currently standing on a small island at a corner of the underground 
lake. 


A bit ahead of the small island, at the bottom of the lake, I could see a giant 
underwater cave. 


The Mid Floor is lit by water stones, so it makes for a wondrous sight, but 
the cave itself is pitch black. 


“There’s Taboo Dragons on the other side of this submerged cave. But the 
members of the knight order are not good in underwater battles...” 
(Sakurai) 


Ryousuke says this with regret. 


But everyone did their best -for a group that’s composed mostly of new 
recruit knights. 


The ones at fault are the Prince Faction that are getting in the way of the 
support, and that Great Sage that’s not helping out at all. 


Thanks to that, we ended up having to rely on an apprentice mage like 
Takatsuki-kun... 


“So, think you could do something?” (Sakurai) 
Ryousuke, even if you have hopes, I don’t think it is possible... 


“If the Taboo Dragons were not underwater, but brought out to the outside, 
would it be easier to fight?” (Makoto) 


“Can you do that?! If it is outside the dungeon, I can push my Light Hero 
Skill to full use. If there’s the light of the sun, I can definitely win.” 
(Sakurai) 

“Alright. Then, I will drag the enemy outside the water.” (Makoto) 
Takatsuki-kun says this as if nothing. 


(There’s no way he can do that...) (Yokoyama) 


“Wait a bit. I will speak to the Spirits. There seems to be a whole lot around 
this area.” (Makoto) 


“Takatsuki-kun, you can see Spirits? That’s amazing.” (Sakurai) 

See Spirits? 

Even though I with Mana Vision can’t see them? 

Saying whatever he sees fit! 

The gullible Ryousuke seems to believe him though. 

In the first place, I haven’t seen Spirit Users even in the Highland Kingdom. 
“Ooi, Spirit-sans. You doing good?” (Makoto) 

What’s that? 


Are you telling me something like that will get the Spirits to help us? 


“Yeah, the enemy is a bit difficult, you see... Yeah, we are troubled.” 
(Makoto) 


(We are the ones troubled.) (Yokoyama) 

“Thanks, you are a great help.” (Makoto) 

(Haah, how long will this pointless conversation...) (Yokoyama) 
“Then, I will be counting on you.” (Makoto) 

Right after Takatsuki-kun said this... 

—The world tilted. 

That’s the kind of optical illusion I had. 

“op 

The whole Laberintos is trembling. 

Even though there’s no way that’s possible. 

I can’t breathe. 

What? What’s going on? 

“Saki-chan, what’s the matter?” (Aya) 

Aya-chan speaks to me, but I was panicking. 

My vision turned pure white, and I couldn’t see anything. 
The moment I noticed all of that was mana, my spine froze. 


(What’s this?! Everything is mana? This is bad, it is not being controlled at 
all! It is rampaging!) (Yokoyama) 


“*.. How overwhelming. This is the power of Spirits?” (Sakurai) 


Ryousuke must be feeling this crazed mana! 

We have to stop this quickly. 

“Yeah, this is the first time I’ve had these many Spirits come.” (Makoto) 
Takatsuki-kun still has that feeble mana. 

He was at the center of that raging typhoon-like mana. 


He may be a bad excuse of a mage, but there’s no way he isn’t being 
overwhelmed by this mana, and yet...! 


(Only the mana at the surroundings of Takatsuki-kun are calming down...?) 
(Yokoyama) 


It was like the eye of the tornado. 

As if saying he is the center of the world. 

“Now, I will be using magic. It is hard to control, so move back.” (Makoto) 
What is he saying?! 

There’s no way a human can control this mana! 

“Saki, let’s leave this to Takatsuki-kun.” (Sakurai) 

The eyes of Ryousuke were from expectation and trust. 
Why?! 

He hasn’t shown those kinds of eyes to anyone before. 
“And me?” (Aya) 

“Hmm, stay close to Sakurai-kun too, Sa-san.” (Makoto) 


“Eeh, I want to look at Takatsuki-kun’s magic from up-close.” (Aya) 


What are you saying?! 
Get away from him, Aya-chan! 
We 3 move back, and watch over him. 


“Then, I will be counting on you, Spirit-sans. [Water Magic: Yamata no 
Orochi].” (Makoto) 


—At that instant, a monster was born. 


Chapter 52: Takatsuki Makoto 
fights the Taboo Dragons 


[Water Magic: Yamata no Orochi]. 


I put my everything on this spell that took me seven days of getting along 
with the Spirits. 


Water Monarch Magic: Yamata No Orochi. 
A gigantic 8-headed snake that could be mistaken for a mountain appears. 


When I look back, there’s Sakurai-kun with an excited expression, Sa-san 
whose eyes are sparkling, and Yokoyama-san who fell on her butt. 


“Hey hey, Takatsuki-kun! This is a snake, right?!’ (Aya) 
Looks like the lamia Sa-san felt some sort of kinship with it. 
... This girl really has changed. 


“Spirit-sans, there’s 2 displeasing guys down there. Can you please throw 
them out of the dungeon?” (Makoto) 


*H1issssssss!* 
The Water Orochi raised a cry, and dove right into the darkness of the cave. 


This is my first time using it, but the pressure of Monarch Rank Magic is 
incredible. 


I heard that the magic above Superior Rank becomes life-like, but the 
Orochi feels like it 1s alive. 


Or more like, scary. 

I wonder if Lucy will one day use this kind of magic... 

If her magic goes awry, I feel like the party would be wiped out. 
“Takatsuki-kun! That’s incredible!” (Sakurai) 

Sakurai-kun is totally hyped. 

“Tt would be nice if it works though.” (Makoto) 

“That’s Monarch Magic?” (Sakurai) 

“Yeah. I think it went well for being my first time.” (Makoto) 

“Eh?! ...Is that so... M-Monarch Rank...?” (Yokoyama) 
“Saki-chan, can you stand?” (Aya) 

Sa-san helps Yokoyama-san who is sitting on her butt with weak legs. 
““Sa-san, can you three regroup with Lucy and the others?” (Makoto) 
“Okay but, what about you, Takatsuki-kun?” (Aya) 


“T have to control the spell until the Taboo Dragons are brought outside the 
dungeon.” (Makoto) 


“What should I do?” (Sakurat) 
Sakurai-kun asks. 


Oi 01, what are you saying, Hero-sama? 


“T will throw the enemies outside the dungeon, so cut them down.” 
(Makoto) 


“G-Got it.” (Sakurai) 


Water Magic may look flashy, but it has low attack power, so even with 
Monarch Magic, I don’t think it can defeat the enemy. 


“T-Takatsuki-kun!” (Yokoyama) 

Yokoyama-san suddenly calls me. 

“What’s the matter?” (Makoto) 

“Y-Your back!” (Yokoyama) 

*Splash!* 

A giant splash of water rises and the Yamata Orochi appears once again. 
* Kaaaaaaa!* 

An ear-piercing cry resonates in the dungeon. 

“That’s...a Taboo Dragon?” (Aya) 

Sa-san mutters. 


I am not confident to call it a dragon. It was like a gigantic white earth 
worm. 


There’s several mouths on its body. 
It is currently struggling with the Orochi wrapped around it. 


The other dragon has eyes all over its body, and its eyes were moving 
around restlessly. 


It is different from what I imagined. 


They called it a fiendish dragon, so I imagined something a bit more grim 
and sinister. 


If I had to describe it... 

“What’s that?! Gross!” (Aya) 

“Right?” (Makoto) 

I agree with Sa-san. 

The Taboo Dragon is gross. Gross Dragon. 
* Kaaaaaaaaaaaa!* 


The Taboo Dragons raise ear-piercing cries that sound like the scratching of 
glass as they get taken away by the Orochi. 


“Now, Sakurai-kun, let’s go.” (Makoto) 

“Y-Yeah...” (Sakurai) 

OO 

The Taboo Dragon is struggling to escape from the coiling of the Orochi. 
I control the spell in order to not allow that, and carry them. 
“Takatsuki-kun, how are you gonna bring them outside?” (Sakurai) 


“There’s a place at the underground lake where there’s a hole. I will bring 
them all the way there and throw them outside.” (Makoto) 


* Kaaaaaaaaaaa! ! !* 
The Taboo Dragon is raising screams of pain. 


That one is the Taboo Dragon with lots of mouths, huh. 


“Takatsuki-kun, the Taboo Dragon’s voice has an effect that makes your 
heart have doubts. Are you okay? Our mages were unable to use magic 
from that voice.” (Sakurai) 

“Is that so.” (Makoto) 

It is true that it is a disturbing voice. 

But it doesn’t seem like it is to the point of making me unable to use magic. 
Probably the effect of Clear Mind. 

“Tt seems like I’m okay.” (Makoto) 

“...Our high rank mages were wiped out by that though...” (Sakura1) 


Sakurai-kun said this amazed. 


“Then, does the guy there with a whole lot of eyes have a bad effect as 
well?” (Makoto) 


“Yeah, you apparently get hit with charm magic when you meet eyes with 
it. Are you okay?” (Sakurai) 


In regards to charm, it didn’t work with the harpy either. 
“No problems. Are you okay, Sakurai-kun?” (Makoto) 


“With the divine protection of the Sun Goddess, I am not affected by 
abnormal status effects.” (Sakura) 


This damn cheat. 
Sakurai-kun doesn’t notice my gaze. 


* Gyaaaaaaaaa!!* 


He is watching the violent struggle between the two Taboo Dragons and the 
Water Orochi with excitement. 


“There’s practically no Monarch Rank Mages even in the Highland 
Kingdom. Especially Water Monarch Magic. It is the first time I see it.” 
(Sakurai) 


“T had to prepare for 7 days in order to use this spell once. Moreover, I can’t 
use it unless the Spirits are cooperative. It isn’t magic that can be fueled 


easily.” (Makoto) 


“It is not only about activating it. It is pretty rare to see a mage that can 
control their magic to this extent, you know.” (Sakurat) 


He is praising me quite a whole lot. 
Is there no good mage in the Sun Country of Highland? 
“We are close to seeing it.” (Makoto) 


There’s the sunlight coming in from the hole at the top of this underground 
lake area. 


Night has already passed, it seems. 

“It is great that Lucy’s meteors widened the big hole.” (Makoto) 
“Did you say something?” (Sakura1) 

“No, speaking to myself.” (Makoto) 

Now then, the last step! 


“Sakurai-kun, I will bring the Taboo Dragons outside. My spell will 
disappear the moment it gets outside, so there’s no redoing.” (Makoto) 


“T heard nothing about that!” (Yokoyama) 


Ah, should I have told Saki beforehand? 


“Sakurai-kun should be okay, right?” (Makoto) 
“Kuh, I will!” (Sakura1) 

Sakurai-kun shows an expression of resolve. 
““Spirit-sans, we are going there.” (Makoto) 

I ride on top of the Orochi’s head. 

There’s the Taboo Dragon with eyes all-over closeby. 
(Uhe, it is grosser when close...) (Makoto) 

Let’s finish this quickly. 

[Water Magic: Colossal Ascending Dragon]. 


The Yamata no Orochi changes its shape into a giant dragon, and rises up to 
the big hole at the top of the dungeon with the two Taboo Dragons and me. 


(Thanks...Spirit-sans.) (Makoto) 


The moment we left the dungeon, my Spirit Magic lost power, and 
disappeared. 


The Taboo Dragons and I were thrown outside from high up in the air. 
(Has Sakurai-kun arrived?) (Makoto) 

Thinking this, I see Sakurai-kun clad in a golden aura. 

(He is absorbing the light of the sun?) (Makoto) 

His shine is increasing more and more. 

This is the Light Hero Skill, huh. 


I leave the rest to you, Sakurai-kun. 


Chapter 53: Sakurai Ryousuke 
fights with the Taboo Dragon 


-Sakurai Ryousuke POV- 
Incredible! He really dragged the Taboo Dragons outside. 


They hid deep inside the dungeon, and were problematic monsters that we 
didn’t know how to subjugate. 


And yet, Takatsuki-kun managed to throw them high into the sky along 
with him using his magic. 


I suddenly remember... 
(Oh no, Takatsuki-kun can’t use flying magic!) (Sakurai) 


I hurriedly looked at Takatsuki-kun, but he had some sort of small 
umbrella-like item, and was slowly falling. 


What a relief, 1t looks like he had a magic item. 


He raised his right hand and gave me a sign that felt like it said ‘I leave the 
rest to you’. 


(Alright! It is my job from here on!) (Sakurai) 
I take a stance with my holy sword, and concentrate the holy aura. 
Light Hero Skill: [Golden Holy Aura]. 


I bring that into my sword. 


There’s 2 Taboo Dragons. 


The water dragon magic of Takatsuki-kun has disappeared, and they are 
now freed, showing their abominable appearance. 


(I will be pushing my full power without holding anything back!) (Sakurai) 
I held my sword in both hands, and swung. 


[Light Sword: Shining Saber]! 





The light that was shot from the sword cuts the enemy in a cross shape. 
One of the Taboo Dragons explodes. 
(Alright!) (Sakurai) 


Seeing this, the other Taboo Dragon must have noticed that it was no match, 
it began to run away. 


As if I will let you! 

(That’s the direction of the city!) (Sakurai) 

Oh no. 

I hurriedly chase it, but that thing is slightly faster than me. 


The city is falling into panic at the disturbing Taboo Dragon that suddenly 
appeared and they have never seen before. 


The Taboo Dragon is planning on blowing its breath attack?! 


This is bad! The breath attack of a Taboo Dragon isn’t just an attack 
method, but also has the effect of spreading curses. 


The Labyrinth City will become a cursed city where people can’t live in! 
But if I were to attack with my full power, I will drag the city into it. 
(What should I do...?) (Sakura1) 


I glanced at Takatsuki-kun, and he was looking at me with a face of: ‘Oi 01, 
what are you doing?’. 


He raised both hands and made a pose of: ‘I got nothing’. 
Right...he did so much already. 


I can’t rely on him anymore. 


I was about to shoot the Light Sword with the resolve of hitting the city as 
well... 


* Shiiing !* 


The Taboo Dragon crashes into a transparent wall and makes a strange 
sound. 


The Taboo Dragon is confused. 

(...That’s...a barrier? Moreover, several tens of them?) (Sakurai) 

The only one who could do something like that is... 

At the outskirts of the city, where the Sun Knight Order is stationed...at the 
deepest big tent there, I saw a mage in white robe floating in mid-air on top 
of it. 

(Great Sage-sama!) (Sakura!) 

She placed that barrier! 

In that case... 

I take a stance with my holy sword. 


[Light Sword: Shining Saber]! 


The second Taboo Dragon didn’t have the time to even raise a cry as it was 
cut down. 


OD. 
-Takatsuki Makoto POV- 


“You bunch, listen well!! Tonight’s drinking party is one to celebrate the 
Light Hero who has splendidly defeated the legendary fiendish dragons!!” 


Tonight’s Hero Bar is more crowded than usual. 


“Tonight’s drinks will be on Highland. Everyone, be grateful to Princess 
Noel!” 
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In this spacious beer garden, a special event was being held, and the 
highland knights and nobles were gathered. 


I can see Sakurai-kun and Yokoyama-san too. 
Or more like, they are the spotlight of this event. 


“Hooray to the Light Hero!” “Sun Knight Order, hooray!” “Sakurai-sama~, 
look over here~!” “Hold me!” “The Sun Knights are also dreamy!” 


Cheers were flying about. 
“Man, it is quite the ruckus, huh.” (Fujiwara) 
“Let’s have a party of our own.” (Makoto) 


We were at a slightly luxurious table that Fuji-yan and Nina-san reserved, 
and there was a lot of food and drinks lined up. 


After Sakurai-kun defeated the Taboo Dragons, I regrouped with Lucy and 
Nina-san. 


Lucy went: What was that?! You can even use Monarch Magic, Makoto?!” 
and pressed me for answers. 


She also muttered: “My identity...”, but you simply have the Monarch 
Magic skill, but can’t use Monarch Magic though. 


There were a lot of injured within the Sun Knight Order, but with the help 
of the Adventurer Guild, they managed to safely get out of the dungeon. 


The monsters of Laberintos calmed down, and the Labyrinth City regained 
peace. 


And so, it connects to the current banquet. 
“By the way, who is the one doing the speech?” (Makoto) 


It is not someone from the Adventurer Guild, and it doesn’t feel like he is a 
merchant. 


“That’s a noble of Highland. Was it the Prime Minister’s Counsellor, 
Goshujin-sama?” (Nina) 


“Yeah. One of the people in the Prince Faction, and it was apparently 
planned to have him notify the Kingdom when Sakurai-dono failed, but 
with the plans going down, he is doing this kind of job now.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan says this with an evil laugh. 
He really knows everything. 


“But Makoto also helped out in the subjugation of the Taboo Dragon. I 
don’t like that the whole achievement is being taken away by the Sun 
Knight Order.” (Lucy) 


“That’s not really the case-desu zo. Sakurai-dono has told the Adventurer 
Guild about his participation. The Guild should be contacting Takki-dono 
eventually.” (Fujiwara) 


“Why do you get that information faster than me?” (Makoto) 
I retort while munching on fried chicken and ale. 


“Well, Iam not the main lead of this place after all’, is what I said as I hit 
the shoulder of my classmate as I eat. 


Sa-san turned around with meat in her mouth and wine on hand. 
She eats a lot and drinks a lot. 


Even though she has a small body. 


““Sa-san, congratulations on subjugating the Harpy Queen.” (Makoto) 
“It was thanks to everyone...especially Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 
“That’s not true.” (Makoto) 

“But if I hadn’t met Takatsuki-kun in the dungeon, I...” (Aya) 

Sa-san wrapped her arms around my arm and waist. 

What is it? Does it have to do with being a lamia? 

Or maybe she is simply drunk? 

“Wait wait! You are way too close to Makoto!” (Lucy) 


“Not really. It has been like this since long ago. Isn’t that right, Takatsuki- 
kun?” (Aya) 


Was it? 
“So, what will you be doing from now on, Aya?” (Lucy) 


“Now that you mention it, the sister that betrayed the Lamias is still out 
there somewhere, right?” (Makoto) 


If Sa-san is going to be exploring the dungeon, I plan on tagging along. 


“About that, she is probably not here anymore. Honestly speaking, 
Laberintos is way too harsh of an environment for a lone lamia to live in.” 


(Aya) 


According to Sa-san, there’s way too many human adventurers at the Upper 
Floor, and the Mid Floor is too rough for a lamia to live in, so maybe she 
ran away somewhere else. 


“Takatsuki-kun, you will be going back to this city called Makkaren, right? 
Is it okay for me to go with you?” (Aya) 


“Of course—” (Makoto) 

“Obviously! We are a party!” (Lucy) 

Lucy said it before me. 

How manly. 

“Looking forward to working with you, Sa-san.” (Makoto) 
“Takki-dono~, I am also in that party, right~?” (Fujiwara) 
“Goshujin-sama, Goshujin-sama, it is rare to see you drunk.” (Nina) 


According to Nina-san, Fuji-yan was really worried while staying back on 
his own. 


“Oi 01, Fuji-yan, we are partners.” (Makoto) 
“Ooh! Partners! That sounds nice!” (Fujiwara) 
“You really get along well as always.” (Aya) 
Sa-san laughs. 


“By the way, how did the Light Hero-sama defeat the Taboo Dragon? You 
saw that up-close right, Makoto?” (Lucy) 
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“Yeah, his sword shone, and then the monster was minced up in an instant. 
(Makoto) 


“Be a bit more detailed...” (Lucy) 
“Ah, this pasta is tasty.” (Aya) 


“S-Sasaki-sama, that’s a big plate. You should be taking your share into 
your own plate to eat.” (Nina) 


When we were getting decently lively. 


The big shot of the Sun Country from before shouted in a loud voice. 


“Adventurer of Makkaren, Takatsuki Makoto. Be honored, Princess Noel 
has words of gratitude to express to you. You are allowed to come forth!” 


The adventurers of the Labyrinth City all turned over here at the same time. 


Eeh...this really cools down the alcohol in my system... 


Chapter 54: Takatsuki Makoto 
speaks with the Princess 


“The Makkaren Adventurer, Takatsuki Makoto, don’t make Princess Noel 
wait!” 


You don’t need to call me by full name each time. I hear you. 
“Do I have to go?” (Makoto) 

I try asking my comrades. 

“Of course you have to!” (Lucy) 

“Takatsuki-sama, you must not make a careless mistake.” (Nina) 
“Do your best~.” (Aya) 

Sa-san who is gulping down roast beef waves her hand at me. 
Damn it, treating this as if it is someone else’s business. 


I walk with heavy steps towards the place where the knight order and the 
noble-like bunch is gathered. 


I feel like the tables and food are completely different from those of the 
Hero Bar. 


Intricately designed tables, extravagant-looking bottles of wine, and 
exquisite dishes lined up. Can I grab a few? 


“Hey there, Takatsuki-kun.” (Sakurai) 


“Aah, Sakurai-kun. I was called here for some reason.” (Makoto) 


“T was talking about Takatsuki-kun to Princess Noel, and she said she 
would love to have a talk with you.” (Sakura1) 


So it was your fault! 


I look at him with resentful eyes and he went ‘sorry sorry’ and apologized. 
And then, I was brought in front of an elegant woman. 


At her side there’s the old man that has been managing this event for a 
while now. 


If I remember correctly, the prime minister counselor? 


“You are Takatsuki Makoto, huh. Hmph, that’s no attire to have in front of a 
princess.” 


What is this old man saying after calling me here all of a sudden? 
“What’s your profession?” 
“...Apprentice magician.” (Makoto) 


I am a Spirit User, but even if I have the Skill, it isn’t accepted as a 
profession. 


So, I speak out the profession that’s written in my Soul Book. 


“Apprentice, you say?! You are not one of the comrades that came with the 
heroes from the parallel world?! To think a lowly commoner like you is—” 


“Robert, I called him. Stand back.” 
“Yes, my apologies.” 


The old man named Robert reluctantly takes a step back. 


I don’t think I can get along with that guy. 


“Nice to meet you, Makoto-sama. I am the Sun Princess, Noel Highland. 
Your help in the subjugation of the Taboo Dragons was a great 
achievement.” (Noel) 


Her clear voice is like a musical instrument and it passed through my ears 
pleasantly. 


She has beautiful blonde hair and big blue eyes. 
A princess drawn in paintings was right in front of me. 


“Tam Takatsuki Makoto. Thank you very much. But Sakurai-kun defeated 
the Taboo Dragons on his own.” (Makoto) 


“That’s not true. It is thanks to Takatsuki-kun that there wasn’t a single 
casualty.” (Sakurai) 


Sakurai-kun came from the side. 
“Oh my, you two get along well.” (Noel) 
Noel-ojousama is all smiles. 


Her smile is charming, and it even made me wonder whether it actually had 
charm magic on it. 


I heard that she is one of the most influential people from the biggest 
country of this continent, but she is a lot more straightforward of a person 


than I imagined. 


“T will be giving you our thanks officially eventually. This time around, it is 
only for greetings.” (Noel) 


“Uhm, I am honored to be able to speak with you.” (Makoto) 


No good, I don’t know what to even say. 


Sakurai-kun! Save me! 
I glanced at my classmate. 


“Princess Noel, he is a skilled mage. How about inviting him to the 
kingdom as a guest?” (Sakurai) 


No! That’s not what I was asking, Sakurai-kun. 
Read the mood! 


“Tt is rare for Ryousuke-sama to say that. But he is a citizen of the Water 
Country of Rozes. We would get scolded by Sofia-sama, you know? Isn’t 
that right, Sofia-sama?” (Noel) 


Geh, now that she mentions it, she is indeed here. 


I glanced for a bit, and there was the princess of Rozes, the Water Oracle, 
Princess Sofia standing there. 


“Yes, he is part of our country. Nice to meet you, Takatsuki Makoto. Thanks 
for your hard work on this occasion.” (Sofia) 


This girl, has she forgotten about me? 


Well, there’s no way a princess would remember the face of each person she 
has met only once. 


Should I be saying ‘nice to meet you’ here too? While I was thinking that, 
the knight at her side shouted at me. 


Aah, it is that guy. 
It has been a while. 


“How insolent! You are in the presence of Princess Sofia! Kneel!” 


Ah, was it wrong to be standing in front of the princess? 

I glance at Princess Noel. 

“Today is a formality free day”, is what Princess Noel says with a smile. 
Hm, how benevolent. 

Princess Noel has a lot of flexibility. 

Princess Sofia doesn’t show a single smile as she continues. 

“It is okay, Takatsuki Makoto. I’ve heard you are an exemplar mage. I will 
grant you the divine protection of our Goddess. We will welcome you as a 
mage of our honorable Water Country.” (Sofia) 


Huh? What is this woman saying? 


“Be grateful for the generosity of Princess Sofia! I will be wringing you out 
from today on.” 


The haughty knight at her side is saying something. 

.. It is pissing me off. 

My anger of 2 years ago is coming back up. 

“No thanks.” (Makoto) 

“... What?” 

The knight of Princess Sofia draws nearer. 

“You bastard, do you understand your own standing?” 
“Takatsuki Makoto, what is it you are unsatisfied about?” (Sofia) 


Ah, these people... 


Brazenly saying all that. 


“2 years ago, when I desperately pleaded to become a believer of the Water 
Goddess, you didn’t even spare me a glance, and yet, this time around you 
are telling me to become your ally? That’s quite shameless there.” (Makoto) 


No, that’s not it. 
These guys are royalty and nobility and all that stuff, so they are important. 


That’s why it is natural that they act in whatever way they want, and it 
wouldn’t be a good idea to go against them here. 


But wagging my tail here and becoming their subordinate...isn’t something 
I am looking forward to. 


““...Could you possibly be...” (Sofia) 
Princess Sofia seems to have remembered something. 


“You bastard! What a way to speak to Princess Sofia! Don’t think you can 
stay in Rozes!” 


The knight by her side was threatening me blatantly. 


“Then, I will leave. There’s no way in hell I would work for the sake of a 
bunch like you.” (Makoto) 


Aah, I said it. 
(Oh my, Makoto, you are quite quick tempered, huh.) (Noah) 
I lack the experience, Goddess-sama. 


“Oh, Takatsuki-sama. If you don’t have a place to go to, you are always 
welcome in Highland, you know.” (Noel) 


Princess Noel proposes with a smile. 


Princess Sofia at the side is making a displeased expression. 


“Takatsuki-kun...if you are troubled by anything, please tell me anytime.” 
(Sakurai) 


“Yeah...thanks, Sakurai-kun.” (Makoto) 
I lowered my head lightly to Princess Noel and Sakurai-kun. 


And without meeting eyes with Princess Sofia and the knight at her side, I 
left the place. 


Hmm, did I mess up there? 


Chapter 55: Takatsuki Makoto’s 
comrades are flabbergated by him 


“Takatsuki-sama...” (Nina) 
“Makoto...” (Lucy) 


When I returned to our table, Nina-san and Lucy spoke to me with faces of 
amazement and worry. 


So these two with good ears heard it, huh. 

“Takki-dono, I heard that you were rude to Princess Sofia...” (Fujiwara) 
“T messed up, Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 

“Takatsuki-kun, eat something sweet and calm down.” (Aya) 

Sa-san recommends me a cake <snicker>. 

There’s even this? 

“That’s unexpected. To think Takatsuki-sama would get so angry.” (Nina) 
“But you know, even though they brushed him aside when he pleaded so 
desperately 2 years ago, they forgot about it, and carefreely told him to 
become their ally. Of course he would get angry!” (Lucy) 


Lucy is emotional, but she always takes my side. 


I am grateful for that part of hers. 


“Takki-dono, are you going to leave Makkaren, and move to Highland?” 
(Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan said sadly. 

“Hmm, the bodyguard of the princess told me to leave after all...” (Makoto) 
“Are you going to the country of Sakurai-kun?” (Aya) 

Sa-san is eating donuts and fruits. 

Aren’t you eating too much? 

“T don’t have anywhere else in mind after all.” (Makoto) 

“Then I will be going there too.” (Aya) 

Hm? I look at Sa-san. 


“What are you making that weird face for? I am the one who has nowhere 
else in mind aside from being at your side, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 


With a face of ‘Isn’t that obvious?’, she gulps down her wine. 
Donuts and wine don’t go together. 

“Hmm, Highland, huh...” (Lucy) 

Lucy is making a complicated expression. 

“Are you against going to Highland, Lucy?” (Makoto) 


“Takatsuki-sama, Highland is a human supremacist culture. It is a country 
that’s difficult to live in for an elf like Lucy-sama, and beastkin like me.” 
(Nina) 


Eh? Is that so? I didn’t know. 


“The demi-humans and beastkin receive worse treatment than humans. I 
don’t really like it that much. Rozes doesn’t have that much in the 
discrimination department, which I like-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


“So you have chosen your tastes over business huh, Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 
“Of course-desu zo!” (Fujiwara) 

A friend that doesn’t break character. 

“Nina-san, you don’t like Highland?” (Makoto) 


“The nobles and merchants of that country immediately try to sexually 
harass beastkin. Even so, it is not like I can treat the customers badly, so I 
have to be careful.” (Nina) 


Hmm, Nina-san doesn’t have a good impression of the Sun Country either. 


“Moreover, if a lamia like Sasaki-dono were to be exposed, it would be out 
in an instant. You would definitely be pursued.” (Fujiwara) 


“T see... Now that you mention it, if Highland were to discover my religion, 
it would be bad...” (Makoto) 


“Tt is bad in any country.” 
The 3 others aside from Sa-san retorted. 


Is that so... 


“Now that I think about it properly, it would be sad to not be able to meet 
Lucas-san, Mary-san, and the skewer stall old man again. Jean and Emily 
too...” (Makoto) 

“Rethinking about leaving the country?” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan says with expectation. 


“Hmm, should I lower my head to Princess Sofia...?” (Makoto) 


After going all in like that, it really makes me hesitate. 

Should I try asking Sakurai-kun? 

No, but... 

While I was pondering about this... 

“Hey there, that just now was quite the disaster, wasn’t it?” 

The one who came was the refreshing handsome hero, Sakurai-kun. 
This bastard! Whose fault do you think it is that I am worrying here?! 


“You called me to a weird gathering there, so it ended up in such a problem. 
What will you do about it?” (Makoto) 


For now, I try to blame him with a straight gaze. 


There’s Yokoyama-san at the side of Sakurai-kun, positioned in a way as if 
hiding from us. 


“It is okay. If you enter the Sun Knight Order, I will do my all to help you 
out.” (Sakura) 


Sakurai-kun says with a smile. 

Wait, I don’t understand what you are saying though. 
“T will never join.” (Makoto) 

The Sun Knight Order is basically the army, right? 


There’s no way a go-home club guy like me can enter a group that’s like the 
gathering of athletic people! Get a clue! 


I have the confidence to say that I would drop-out in one day. 


“T-Takatsuki-kun, about today...uhm...thanks.” (Yokoyama) 


Yokoyama-san lowered her head to me. 
It is rare for her to speak to me. 

Or more like, is she a bit scared? 

“T didn’t do anything big.” (Makoto) 


“W-What are you saying? You used Monarch Magic that only a handful of 
people in Highland can use, and were the second biggest contributor in this 
time’s subjugation of the Taboo Dragons!” (Yokoyama) 


A lot of people were talking about the Monarch Magic, but they are all 
forgetting the fact that it required 1 week of preparation to use it one time. 


“Well, leaving that aside, need something, Sakurai-kun?” (Makoto) 


“Right. Actually, Great Sage-sama said she wanted to meet you, Takatsuk1- 
kun...or more like, the Spirit User.” (Sakurai) 


“W-Wow! The Great Sage-sama that rarely shows herself in front of others! 
Nice, Makoto.” (Lucy) 


Lucy is getting happy as if it were her. 


“Eeh...I don’t want to meet any more big shots though. Can I skip it?” 
(Makoto) 


I had a terrible experience not that long ago. 
I was partly at fault there too though. 


“Takki-dono...the Great Sage-sama is the 3rd most influential person in the 
Sun Country. It would be best if you were to accept it...” (Fujiwara) 


“Makoto! Don’t be selfish.” (Lucy) 


My comrades were pressuring me. 


I really have to go, huh. 

“Do I have to go alone?” (Makoto) 

“No, she said it is okay to come with your comrades too.” (Sakurai) 
“Okay, Lucy and Sa-san, let’s go together.” (Makoto) 

I feel uneasy on my own. 


{?? 


“Is it okay? Yay!”, Lucy jumps in happiness. 


“Eeeh? That sounds like a pain. I’m fine’, Sa-san makes an unwilling 
expression. 


I am gonna drag my friend that has been eating carefreely all this time. 
“Fuyji-yan, what about you?” (Makoto) 


“Hmm... do want to meet her, but I can’t leave this table empty, so I will 
stay.” (Fujiwara) 


“Takatsuki-sama, don’t pick a fight with the Great Sage-sama, okay?” 
(Nina) 


“T won’t do that...” (Makoto) 

My evaluation in Nina-san’s eyes has lowered. 

We were led by Sakurai-kun to the camp of the Sun Knight Order. 
“What kind of person is the White Great Sage, Lucy?” (Makoto) 


“She is the greatest mage of this continent. You already know that, right?” 
(Lucy) 


“T don’t know in detail just what kind of person she 1s.” (Makoto) 


In the classes of the temple, we were simply taught that she is a mage with 
influence in the Sun Country. 


“The first Great Sage-sama is a hero that fought together with the Saviour 
Abel against the Great Demon Lord 1,000 years ago. The person we are 
meeting 1s the 15th generation.” (Sakurai) 


Sakurai-kun explained. 


“Hmm, but even if the Ist was great, that doesn’t have anything to do with 
their descendants.” (Aya) 


Sa-san says something sharp. 

Please don’t say that in front of the person herself, okay? 

I thought the same though. 

“That’s not it, Aya. The Great Sage-sama has the [Inherit] Skill.” (Lucy) 


“The power of the 1st has been handed over in each generation. That’s the 
reason why she 1s called the continent’s strongest.” (Sakurai) 


“Huuh, I see.” (Aya) 

So she is inheriting the power of the legendary mage as it is? 
That sounds strong. 

While we were talking, we arrived at a giant tent. 

A ringing sound echoes inside my head. 


(Ma...ko...to. Makoto! Stop...don’t enter...that place! ...Damn it!...) 
(Noah) 


Goddess-sama? What’s the matter? 


(Meeting her...is...) (Noah) 


What’s going on? 
This is the first time the communication has been this choppy. 
What should I do...? Would it be better to not meet the Great Sage? 


“Great Sage-sama, it is the captain of the 7th division, Sakurai. I have 
brought the Spirit User, Takatsuki-kun.” (Sakurai) 


Sakurai-kun’s call is directed to the inside of the tent. 


Chapter 56: Takatsuki Makoto 
speaks to the Great Sage 


What should I do...? 

If I follow the advice of the Goddess, it would be better to not enter. 
But, after coming all the way here? 

“Are you here, Great Sage-sama?” (Sakura1) 

There’s no response from the call of Sakurai-kun. 

“Maybe she isn’t present?” (Lucy) 

Alright, let’s go back! 


“Eh? Great Sage-sama, have only them enter? ...Okay...okay... 
understood.” (Sakurai) 


“’,.Sakurai-kun, what happened all of a sudden?” (Makoto) 
I get scared by Sakurai-kun who was talking to himself all of a sudden. 


“A thought transmission from the Great Sage-sama came. She told me that 
only you guys will be entering.” (Sakurai) 


“Eeh?” (Makoto) 
My uneasiness increases. 


While I was hesitating, Sakurai-kun pushed us in. 


OO 
“Excuse the intrusion...” (Makoto) 
The inside of the tent is dark, and there’s magic lanterns floating in the air. 


It was overflowing with things making a pseudo-passage that led deeper 
inside. 


At the end of that passage, there’s a small mage in white robe sitting on a 
giant sofa. 


Should we go there? 
“Come closer. It is hard to speak from there.” 
Despite her title, it was the voice of a young girl. 


I got a few meters closer to her just as she asked, and I could now see the 
pure white hair that was hidden within her white hood. 


It certainly is the White Great Sage. 


“T am the apprentice magician, Takatsuki Makoto. The ones here are my 
comrades: Lucy Walker, and Sasaki Aya.” (Makoto) 


“Nice to meet you.” (Lucy) 

“Hello.” (Aya) 

“Fumu.” 

The Great Sage-sama walks over to us and looks at all of us. 


Her red eyes that felt like they pierced through me were testament to her 
insight. 


She has a pretty little girl face, but there’s a ghastliness to it that makes my 
back shiver. 


How old is she? I don’t think she is as old as her appearance states. 


“You, you are the half of an elf and demon, huh’, she says while looking at 
Lucy. 


I was shocked. 
I look at Lucy. 
She stiffened in place. 


“You there are a Lamia, huh. Moreover, on a level that can be designated as 
a Calamity. Interesting.” 


The Great Sage grins. 
This is bad! 
This person has the Appraisal Skill! 


I looked at Sa-san, and it seems like she didn’t understand the situation and 
was dumbfounded. 


Kuh, this is bad. 

Demons and monsters are hunt targets! 

I should have listened to the warning of the Goddess! 

“Don’t get so on edge. You helped the Light Hero boy, right? Spirit Users in 
this day and age are rare. I wanted to meet you. Moreover, your comrades 
are quite the bundle of unique traits.” 

The Great Sage still had that grin. 


...Does that mean she doesn’t mind that they are a demon and monster? 


“Looks like I scared you. Sit here. I will at least pour some tea.” 


There were old-looking chairs around a round table that also looked pretty 
old. 


Are they antiques? 

“You sit here.” 

For some reason, I was told to sit by the side of the Great Sage. 
I-I’m nervous. 


I thought that there would be a servant or something, but the teapot floated 
its way here, and the tea cups were placed in front of us. 


When the tea was poured, a nice scent wafted around. 
She does her daily life using magic? 

People with mana to spare have it nice. 

“For treats... well, this should do.” 


A big plate with a variety of pastries suddenly appeared in front of us with a 
loud thud. 


Where did she bring these pastries from just now...? 
“Is this Teleport?” (Makoto) 

“Hoh, I am impressed you could tell.” 

C-Chantless Teleport Magic. 

This person is on a whole other plane... 

We must not fight her. 


Or more like, I don’t think we can even run away... 


“And so, what business did you have with us?” (Aya) 
Sa-san was already munching on the pastries. 
Hey, show some restraint! 


“T told you already, didn’t I? I was simply interested. I heard about this 
Spirit User that managed to drag out the Taboo Dragons with Monarch 
Magic. From my calculations, I predicted the Light Hero Boy would take 1 
month to finish this task.” 

“T heard that if you helped, 1t would have ended in an instant.” (Makoto) 

I remember the words Yokoyama-san said. 

“That won’t serve as training. The Great Demon Lord will be reviving. 
Having the Light Hero getting troubled with 2 mere Taboo Dragons would 
be problematic.” 

I see. 

So she purposely didn’t help. 

“By the way...the red haired mage over there.” 

“Y-Yes?!” (Lucy) 


Lucy seems to be nervous, she is not speaking much. 


“You, have you noticed that your body is being burned by your own 
mana?” 


“Eh?” (Lucy) 
Lucy had an expression of surprise, and me too. 


“Did you think that was your constitution? That body heat of yours is the 
result of your mana running out of control, you know?” 


“W-What should I do...?” (Lucy) 
“T will give you this. Put it on.” 
The Great Sage gave Lucy a bracelet that was lying around. 


“An item that calms down the flow of mana. It is an item that’s worth the 
price of a house. Treat it with care.” 


“T-Is that okay?” (Makoto) 

Being a wary person, I ask in fear. 

Isn’t this person a bit too kind? 

She won’t be demanding a crazy amount of money later, right? 


“We are currently searching for strong talents after all. We can’t let capable 
mages sleep. Oi, the lamia there who only eats.” 


This time she looks at Sa-san. 
“Yeph?” (Aya) 
Sa-san! At least swallow before replying. 


“The [Change] Skill that you have is powerful. You don’t have to turn into 
that half-assed human form with bluish skin, you can transform into a 
perfect human. Not only that, it is a skill that lets you transform into 
anything. Even a Dragon or Demon.” <Switched Transformation of Aya to 
Change.> 


“Hm? It was taught to me by my sisters as Human Transformation Magic 
though.” (Aya) 


“That’s a skill that Lamias have. Your skill is above that.” 


“Hoh, is that so... Thank you very much.” (Aya) 


That’s incredible. 

This person gives useful items and advice. 
Isn’t she a support character? 

“So, the problem is you, Spirit User-kun.” 
““.,.. am a normal human.” (Makoto) 
““Hooh.” 


The eyes of the Great Sage curved into a smile, and a hand was placed on 
my head. 


Her fingers are cold like Sa-san’s. 

“Let’s look at your Status. It is easier to do Appraisal when my hand is in 
contact... You have quite the one-sided Stats. Even though they are 
extremely low, your Water Proficiency is abnormally high.” 

It is kinda ticklish. 

“Muuh...this ain’t good.” 

She suddenly grabbed my head. 


“You...are the believer of an Evil God?” 


Time froze. 


Lucy and I were silent. 


Only the sound of Sa-san munching on pastry could be heard. 


“No, you are mistaken.” (Makoto) 

For now, I try to fool her with a smile. 

An Evil God believer is guilty no questions asked. 

It is the common knowledge of Fuji-yan, Nina-san, and Lucy. 


“The believer of the Evil God Noah, huh... You are the second I have 
met.” 


The Great Sage is making a complicated expression. 
Her small hand is still holding my head. 
“No...as I said, isn’t there some sort of mistake here...?” (Makoto) 


“If I remember correctly, 1,000 years ago...it was one of the 9 Demon 
Generals serving under the Great Demon Lord, the Forbidden Black 
Knight.” 


“Eh? The legendary Hero Killer?” (Lucy) 

Lucy says. 

What’s that? 

“Lucy, who is the Forbidden Black Knight?” (Makoto) 


“The sworn enemy of humanity that appears in the story of the Saviour- 
sama. It is said that he is the right hand of the Great Demon Lord, and a 
legendary warrior that slaughtered everyone except the Light Hero. In the 
end, he was defeated by the Saviour Abel... That is the Apostle of the Evil 
God Noah...?” (Lucy) 


Lucy who was saying this began to feel anxious. 


Eh, what are you doing, Noah-sama? 


I didn’t hear anything about this. 


“But...the Apostle of the Evil God was a lot crazier than you. At the very 
least, he couldn’t hold a proper conversation.” 


How was he, my Apostle senpai. 

“You speak as if you saw him personally.” (Makoto) 

“Yeah...I have the memories of 1,000 years ago after all.” 

Is it the so-called Inherit Skill? 

“Will you continue being the Apostle of the Evil God?” 

The Great Sage-sama asks. 

H-How should I answer this? 

“No, as I said...1 am not the believer of an Evil God...” (Makoto) 
It is getting painful already, but I continue making the same excuse. 
“Fumu...well, let’s leave it at that.” 

She let go of my head. 

And then, she rustled my hair. 


“When you guys come to Highland, come to my place. I will train you 
people.” 


Eh? Done? 
“U-Uhm...is it okay?” (Makoto) 
We are talking about a demon, a monster, and the Apostle of an Evil God. 


It is triple the trouble and I feel like it is a red flag party though. 


Is she gonna let us go? 


“T said this before. I want to get as many talented people as possible for 
when the Great Demon Lord revives. If you guys turn into enemies, I will 
take responsibility and end you.” 


She smiles. Scary. 


“We don’t have any intentions of fighting the Great Demon Lord though.” 
(Makoto) 


“Eh, really, Takatsuki-kun?” (Aya) 
Sa-san, why are you making a face as if 1t was unexpected? 
I am not a hero, and I am not strong. 


“When the Great Demon Lord revives, the people will fall into a war with 
the demons. If we lose the war, everyone will become the livestock of the 
demons.” 


Meaning that we can’t run away, huh. 


“Spirit User-kun, I recommend you to stop being the Apostle of the Evil 
God by the next time we meet. Obeying that Evil God will only end in 
misery.” 


Saying this, the Great Sage-sama lies sideways on the sofa. 
In the end, she was a good person who gave us items and advice. 


If only the last part of the conversation wasn’t there, it would have been the 
best though... 


OO 


We return to our table with hazy feelings. The banquet was close to ending. 


I sobered up already. 

My appetite is gone too. 

I was spacing out with a blank head. 

“Takatsuki-sama, there’s a guest”, Nina-san pokes my shoulder. 


The one there was the Water Oracle, the Princess of Rozes, Sofia Rozes. 


Chapter 57-58: Takatsuki Makoto 
speaks to Princess Sofia + Epilogue 


Even though I am currently at a loss with our talk with the Great Sage... 
From all people, it had to be you, huh. 

“Takatsuki Makoto, do you have time?” (Sofia) 

A clear voice that travels well. 

It makes me feel the coldness of spring water from it. 

And as always, she has a cold and unfriendly expression. 

Princess Sofia had for some reason come to our table. 


She has a knight as her bodyguard, but it is not the haughty knight of 
before. 


“What is it?” (Makoto) 
I can’t ignore a princess, so I ask reluctantly. 
“T had him quit being my Guardian Knight.” (Sofia) 


At first I couldn’t understand what she was saying, but after a while, I got 
that she was referring to that arrogant knight. 


Wait, eh? 


You fired him? 


“It is the sin of displeasing the hero-sama that saved Laberintos. Can you 
please forgive us with this?” (Sofia) 


“Forgive...? In the first place, I am not a hero though...” (Makoto) 


“You are one of the heroes that came from the other world. That’s why, I 
want you to please continue staying in Rozes.” (Sofia) 


This is surprising. 

Would she go this far? 

I am just an apprentice mage here though. 
“Hey hey.” (Lucy) 

Lucy tugged my sleeve. 

I know. I am not going to be such a bully. 


*“...L like the city of Makkaren, so I will continue being an adventurer in 
Rozes.” (Makoto) 


Hearing this, Princess Sofia made a relieved expression. 

But she instantly returns to her previous expression. 

“Do you wish for anything? If it is something I can do...” (Sofia) 
Oh, how generous. 

But I don’t really have much of a wish though... 


Right, let’s give this one to my friend that has been helping me out all this 
time. 


“Actually, this here is my friend, Fujiwara-kun.” (Makoto) 


“T-Takki-dono?!” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan who was suddenly pulled into it was surprised, but my thoughts 
should be transmitting to him. 


“T was wondering if you could back him up for the sake of furthering my 
work. He is also one of the heroes that come from the other world. My 
achievements are thanks to his support.” (Makoto) 

“*...1 see. What should I do in detail?” (Sofia) 

Fuji-yan, sorry for putting you on the spot all of a sudden. 


He is looking at me with eyes of ‘I didn’t hear anything about this-desu zo’. 


But, as expected of him, he must have thought of something, he began 
speaking. 


“Then, please grant me the freedom to do business in Rozes. Especially in 
the noble districts.” (Fujiwara) 


“Alright. I will give you a permit with my name. Please come to the capital 
later to get it.” (Sofia) 


“Thank you very much.” 

Fuji-yan and I lowered our heads. 

Is this much okay? 

“Well then, let’s meet again.” (Sofia) 
Princess Sofia leaves with hurried feet. 
OO 


“Takki-dono, I didn’t expect you to suddenly throw the topic to me-desu 
zo!” (Fujiwara) 


He was slapping me multiple times on the back. 


“Sorry about that. But was that good enough?” (Makoto) 


“It is great! Being able to freely do business under the name of the Princess 
of Rozes! With this, I will be winning it all in any businesses in the Water 
Country...” (Fujiwara) 


Ooh, Fuji-yan is making an evil face. 
“T-Takatsuki-sama, you do terrifying things...” (Nina) 
Nina-san had a stiff expression. 

“Did I say something weird?” (Makoto) 


“Makoto...normally when royalty asks what you want, you normally 
refrain at first.” (Lucy) 


“Goshujin-sama is also fearless.” (Nina) 
I see, so that’s how the etiquette goes. 
“Like I would know. I am an otherworldler.” (Makoto) 


“Anyways, that Princess just now was pretty persistent in wanting 
Takatsuki-kun to stay.” (Aya) 


Sa-san says this on the passing. 


“Aah, about that, even though you took such rude behaviour, she still came 
here herself and listened to your requests.” (Lucy) 


“Princess Sofia must have been angry inside her heart.” (Fujiwara) 
If Fuji-yan says so, it must be. 


Looks like the inside of Princess Sofia was burning. 


“The warriors and mages that Princess Sofia scouted ended up running to 
other countries, or would get injured and not serve as fighting force”, Nina- 
san explains. 

Hoh, is that so. 


“And so, that includes our classmates?” (Makoto) 


“Right. It looks like the life in the royal castle of the Water Country didn’t 
fit them well.” (Fujiwara) 


“Thanks to that, there’s rumours saying that Princess Sofia doesn’t have an 
eye for people. On the other hand, at the place of Princess Noel, there’s a lot 
of talents gathered around.” (Nina) 


Hohoh, that’s quite the shameful rumor to have. 


“That’s why she is trying so desperately to have the apprentice mage -she 
once gave no concern to- stay, huh.” (Makoto) 


“As aresult, you didn’t get exiled from Makkaren. Isn’t that great?!’ (Lucy) 
Right, it is as Lucy says. 

“Then, let’s go back to Makkaren.” (Makoto) 

“Okay!” (Lucy) 

I want to go back and eat skewers. 

And in this way, our adventure challenging Laberintos ended. 

But my heart is not clearing up. 

The words of the Great Sage. 

The suspicions towards the Goddess remain. 


Chapter 58: Epilogue (Second Arc) 


I am dreaming. 

I am in the space of the Goddess. 

...1 did expect her to call me here. 

I see the Goddess sitting on the ground with laps touching. 
What is she doing? 

Even when I got close to her, she didn’t meet eyes with me. 
“Goddess-sama?” (Makoto) 

“Makoto, do you plan on stopping being my believer?” (Noah) 
“T haven’t said anything yet.” (Makoto) 

“You are worried about what that white one said, right?” (Noah) 
White...she must be talking about the Great Sage-sama. 


“Goddess-sama, were you the ally of the Demon Lord 1,000 years ago?” 
(Makoto) 


“...Who knows.” (Noah) 

“T didn’t say I would stop being your believer.” (Makoto) 
It would trouble me to not be able to use Spirit Magic. 

I wouldn’t be able to do anything. 


“Even if you stop being my believer, the Spirit User Skill will stay, you 
know.” (Noah) 


“Eh? Really?” (Makoto) 


“Gods are not so narrow-minded as to take away what has been given.” 
(Noah) 


...Is that so. 
“What will you do? Quit?” (Noah) 
“As I said, why are you so persistent about that?” (Makoto) 


“After hearing about what that white one said, you are suspicious about me, 
right?” (Noah) 


“T have been suspicious about you from the very beginning.” (Makoto) 


You did things like not saying your name, and hiding that you were an Evil 
God. 


Let’s try asking her stubbornly. 


“Why did you make my predecessor Evil God Apostle ally with the Demon 
Lord?” (Makoto) 


“A lot happened.” (Noah) 
She doesn’t want to tell no matter what? 
“Goddess-sama, what is it you truly want? Please tell me.” (Makoto) 


“.,.It is normally the other way around, you know. Why is the believer 
asking for the wish of the Goddess?” (Noah) 


She looks at me with a defeated look. 
Our silence continued for a while. 
The Goddess began to speak weakly. 


“...By the time I gained awareness, the Titans had already lost the battle of 
the God Realm, and there was no one around. Everyone was trapped in 


Tartaros, and I was alone.” (Noah) 


“T lived together with the God Giants for a while, but they too fought the 
Holy Gods, and they were either killed or sealed...” (Noah) 


“Since then, I was always alone for more than 15,000,000 years. I tried a 
variety of things to save my comrades, but in the end, I ended up getting 
imprisoned in the Deep Sea Temple...” (Noah) 


“T couldn’t do anything by myself anymore...” (Noah) 
“Even so, I wanted to save everyone...” (Noah) 
Saving her Titan God friends. 

Is that her true wish as a Goddess? 


But the Titans apparently have been sealed in a place that mortals can’t go 
to. 


In the first place, was all the Apostle did something that helped out the 
Titans in some way? 


“1,000 years ago, why did your Apostle kill the heroes?” (Makoto) 


“The Devil bunch said that if I side with the Demon Lord and kill the 
heroes, they would save the Titans.” (Noah) 


D-Devils? 

This is the first time I heard of them, but there’s even those guys, huh. 
“The Devils, the Gods that created the demons and monsters. They were 
also battling the Holy Gods. But, in the end, they didn’t keep their promise 
though...” (Noah) 


Noah-sama says this in sorrow. 


“Then, this time around, you won’t be asking me to kill the heroes, right?” 
(Makoto) 


“In the first place, do you think you can defeat them, Makoto?” (Noah) 


I remember the figure of Sakurai-kun defeating the Taboo Dragon in one 
hit. 


... There’s no way I can. 


“The situation is completely different from 1,000 years ago. At that time, 
the mortal plane was ruled by the Great Demon Lord and demons. The 
people despaired, and the faith towards the Holy Gods had weakened. 
That’s why I thought the Devil’s side was in the advantage.” (Noah) 


“Hmm...I see.” (Makoto) 


“Maybe they learned from that. Now, everyone in the mortal plane 1s 
obligated to enter the religion of one of the Goddesses the moment they are 
born! With this, I can’t get any believers!” (Noah) 


The Goddess raises her voice. 


“That’s why, when your classmates came to this world, I thought 1t was my 
chance. The japanese were all without religion.” (Noah) 


“But everyone got scouted.” (Makoto) 


“The remaining one was you. Moreover, my charm magic didn’t work. It 
was totally outside my plans...” (Noah) 


My Goddess is a real schemer. 


“What are you talking about? All Goddesses do something like show their 
believers good dreams, you know?” (Noah) 


“...1s that so.” (Makoto) 


It isn’t something I really wanted to hear though. 


“So, what are you going to be doing from now on, Goddess-sama?” 
(Makoto) 


“*’.. The source of the Holy Gods’ strength is faith. The stronger and 
plentiful the faith from their believers 1s, the stronger their control. On the 
other hand, if the believers fall into despair, their faith lowers, and the 
strength of the Holy Gods lowers.” (Noah) 


A situation where humans despair... 

“The revival of the Great Demon Lord?” (Makoto) 

It is apparently going to happen in a few years from now. 

“But I don’t want to become a pawn of the Demon Lord.” (Makoto) 
“T know that. I won’t trust them anymore.” (Noah) 

Hm, this is complicated. 


“Right right. Just like the white one said, if the Great Demon Lord rules 
over the mortal plane, the humans will receive treatment lower than that of 
slaves. 1,000 years ago was a terrible state.” (Noah) 


I would like Sakurai-kun to be the one doing his best on that front. 
Maybe there really is the need to gather the strength of everyone? 
“There’s a lot of scattered information, so I will arrange it.” (Makoto) 


I place a hand on my head, and arrange the pieces of information one by 
one. 


“The wish of the Goddess is: 


1. Do something about the threat of the Great Demon Lord that will be 
reviving in a few years. 

2. Weaken the faith for the Holy Gods to lower the strength of the Holy 
Gods. 


3. Once the strength of the Holy Gods is weakened, we might be able to 
save the Titans. 


Is that how it is?” (Makoto) 
Can I do something like that? 
It sounds crazy difficult. 


“T don’t plan on asking such unreasonableness from my only believer. I am 
letting you be free, right?” (Noah) 


It is true that if I were to be asked that the moment I left the Water Temple, I 
would have immediately withdrawn. 


“The reason why I told you to go to Laberintos was out of good will of 
wanting to have you meet your friend.” (Noah) 


‘Isn’t that right?’, is what Noah-sama says with a cute face. 


“But it is my chance now. In these 1,000 years, the faith towards the Holy 
Gods has been one-sidedly rising. The Devils that don’t find it agreeable are 
putting strenuous efforts to have the demons attack the mortal plane. You 
might be able to slip in well in that.” (Noah) 


“Slip in, as in what exactly?” (Makoto) 

“You will be doing greater achievements than the heroes the Holy Gods 
chose. By doing that, they will begin thinking: ‘The Holy Gods are 
unreliable. Isn’t the God that Makoto believes in better?’” (Noah) 

“Do you think it will go that smoothly?” (Makoto) 

I am not sure. 


The Goddess must have read that sentiment of mine, her expression softens. 


“Well, I won’t force you. Do as you please, Makoto.” (Noah) 


Fumu. 

So, choose yourself, huh. 

But the Great Sage-sama said something that bothered me a lot. 

“My Evil God Apostle senpai apparently had gone crazy.” (Makoto) 
“T-That was...her putting it in an evil way. It was just that my believer got a 
bit crazy after falling way too deep into my charm! The person himself 
looked really happy, you know?!” (Noah) 

Hmm? 


Is that considered happiness? 


Isn’t that the pattern where only the person himself is happy when falling 
deep into an evil cult? 


“Charm doesn’t work on you, Makoto, so it shouldn’t be a problem with 
you.” (Noah) 


“That’s true, but...” (Makoto) 
“So, what will you do?” (Noah) 
The Goddess looks up at me while still sitting there. 


[ Will you accept the invitation of the Evil God Noah and turn around the 
system of the world? | 


Yes 
No <— 
... This is the hardest choice to make in my whole life. 


I once again look at Noah-sama. 


She looks divine, beautiful, and lovely. 

(She continued to challenge the Holy Gods all alone...) (Makoto) 
Since mythological times. 

Honestly speaking, I can’t even begin to imagine it. 


Several millions of times more loneliness than my lonely training of around 
1 year since coming to this world. 


Noah-sama 1s the first person that called out to me when leaving the Water 
Temple. 


Even if she had ulterior motives. 


The reason why I survived when fighting the Griffon was thanks to the 
Divine Protection of Noah-sama. 


Spirit Magic was something Noah-sama gave to me. 

I managed to reunite with Sa-san and Sakurai-kun. 

(I have been receiving all this time.) (Makoto) 

I haven’t given anything back yet. 

“What will you do?” (Noah) 

Noah-sama was resting her chin in one hand as she looked over here. 
I once again look at the options. 


[ Will you accept the invitation of the Evil God Noah and turn around the 
system of the world? | 


Yes <— 


No 


PH! POR We, 
HRP PAS oc ELEY? 





This world is being controlled by the Holy Gods. 

Different from my predecessor, I have to go against the Devils. 

I am the only Evil God believer in this world. 

In other words...the enemy of the world. 

(The difficulty balance is messed up...) (Makoto) 

But fine. 

The answer was obvious from the very beginning. 

“Goddess-sama, let’s make your wish a reality together.” (Makoto) 


I kneeled in front of Noah-sama and, while making eye contact, I answered 
her. 


...Aah, maybe I have also been charmed? 
“Thank you, Makoto.” (Noah) 
The smile of Noah-sama was radiant. 


And in this way, I officially became the Apostle of the Evil God Noah, 
aiming to overturn the world together. 


